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2010 DIVING REBEL BOARD 
 
Keith Weber,  President 
Mark Estill,           Vice President 
Kelly Barentine,        Treasurer 
Danny Barentine,     Secretary 
Etson Barentine,      Activities Director 
Mark Stonebridge,   Sr. Board Member 
Sherry Hammond,   Jr. Board Member 
Marcus Greenberg, Jr. Board Member 
 
Appointed Positions 
 
Danny Bouska,     Webmaster/Newsletter 
Linda Magnuson,  Historian 
 

To contact one of the Club’s officers, 
please visit our website at: 

 
WWW.DIVINGREBELS.ORG 

 
or send an email with your question(s) 

and/or comments to: 
 

 

 
 

We are on the web in multiple locations: 
Click on an image to go to the site! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

October Meeting Program 
 

The Barentines and Keith will share the fun of their 
recent Roatan adventure. 

Upcoming Events Calendar 
 
Oct     6 Monthly Membership Meeting 
Oct     23-24 Blue Lagoon – UW Pumpkin Carving & More! 
Nov           3 Monthly Membership Meeting – Officer Elections  
Nov   13 Annual Chili Cook-Off – Joe Pool Lake  
Dec           1 Monthly Membership Meeting 
Dec   11 Christmas Party 

What’s Inside?             
 
 
 

 
Pg 2 President’s Report 
 Did you know……. 
Pg 3 What to Expect at upcoming Events/Outings! 
 Birthdays and Anniversaries, 
 Fall Fashion Frenzy,  

Diving Rebel Caps and T-shirts 
Pg 4 Blue Lagoon - October 23-24, Outing Information 
Pg 5 Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest Rules 
Pg 6 Lake Travis – September Outing Report 
Pg 7 Lake Ouachita Outing Report 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Wednesday – October 6, 2010 

 

Meeting Time  
6:30pm Social 

7:15pm Meeting 

http://www.divingrebels.org/mobile/
http://www.meetup.com/Diving-Rebels-Scuba-Club/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#/group.php?gid=96073813073
http://www.divingrebels.org
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President’s Report 
 

Hey Diving Rebels, 
 
I think we all deserve a high-five.  We brought in an incredible $1,836 in the Chinese Auction.  And the best part is 
I don’t even have to dive Lake Arlington!  Thank you all for your support. 
 
More good news, most of the current Board is staying on and we just need an Activities Director.  Of course 
nominations for any position will be taken.  Etson would like to stay on for AD, but will have his hands full with a 
family addition.  Another little twist presuming the positions are not contested and the membership approves, is that 
Mark Stonebridge will repeat as Senior Board Member and the team of Sherry Hammond and Marcus Greenberg 
will remain at Junior Board Member.  We have a few folks that have attended the required meetings and outings to 
be eligible, but my efforts to recruit them have not been successful.  So if you are willing to help us out with 
activities and fill the role, please speak up.  Otherwise, it might be a good idea to show up so you are not nominated 
in your absence.  Rebels can sometimes be sneaky. 
 
We have a lot coming up, so I hope to see you laughing and having fun hanging out at an event or meeting, but 
mostly I hope to see you with a regulator in your mouth getting wet. 
 
Where was our next adventure?  Anywhere we are. 
 
The Pres., 
Keith 
 

 
 

Did you know…Lake Tahoe has an Underwater State Park? 
 
Why would anyone scuba dive in Lake Tahoe? 
 
There’s nothing to see – right? 
 
Wrong. 
 
Besides crawdads, Tahoe Tessie and Lake Mermaid, a lot of Tahoe’s history dating between 1884 and 1953 can be 
seen under water on the south side of Emerald Bay since it was designated an Underwater State Park in 1994. 
 
Scuba divers are really the only ones who can enjoy this unique park and view artifacts from an era long past. 
 
Emerald Bay State Underwater Park is the resting place for many boats, launches and barges used in the lake before 
the turn of the century, during the heyday of Emerald Bay Resort and used in the construction of Vikingsholm. 
To read more: http://www.tahoeculture.com/outside/water-activities-at-tahoe/did-you-know-lake-tahoe-has-an-
underwater-state-park/ 

http://www.tahoeculture.com/outside/water-activities-at-tahoe/did-you-know-lake-tahoe-has-an-underwater-state-park/
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Don’t forget Diving Rebels Caps and T-Shirts  
On sale at any monthly meeting! 

 

    
     NAVY & 
NATURAL 
 

            
  BLACK                 NAVY  

     
Merchandise sold to Diving Rebels Members Only                          

DIVING REBELS 
Fall Fashion Frenzy 

 
All good things must come to an end, even those 
summer days we dive for!  Fellow Rebels it is time to 
show your Diving Rebel pride even in those not so 
balmy months.  
  
With that being said, your Board needs to hear your 
voice as to what Fall Fashions you would like to see on 
the Diving Rebel runway this season.  Please email 
Kelly Barentine at treasurer@divingrebels.org with 
your suggestions by October 9th and she will present 
those  suggestions to the board along with proposed 
pricing.  While making your suggestion please be sure 
and let her know what colors you think will make our 
Diving Rebels stand out.   
 

 

What to Expect at Upcoming 
Events/Outings! 

 
October 23-24 
The Blue Lagoon:  Danny Bouska is coordinating this 
outing.  Expect a lot of fun at this outing as the main 
event for this outing will be an Underwater Pumpkin 
Carving Contest.  Other events being planned will include 
a Navigation Contest and Spooky Campsite Decorating 
Contest.   Outing information can be found on page 4.  
Make sure to watch for more information and contest 
rules in your email and on the website! 
 
November 13 
Our Annual Chili Cook-Off will have your taste buds 
watering as you taste the wide array of chili cooked by 
the club members.  This event is held locally at Joe Pool 
Lake and will be coordinated by Doug Sheppard. 
 
December  11 
Christmas Party:  Held on the shores of beautiful Lake 
Arlington in the Richard Simpson Park Building, 6300 
Arkansas Ln.  There will be music, raffle prizes, good 
food, a gift exchange and more.  Mark your calendar now 
for our end of the year event. 
 
January – December 2011 
Let the board know where you want to go diving.  
Coordinate an outing or two or coordinate meals.  
Become active in YOUR DIVE CLUB! 

                            
Birthdays   

 

Oct    6   Tina Caron 
Oct    8      Danny Bouska 
Oct  13    K.C. Von Gesjen 
Oct  22    Sherry Hammond 
Oct  23    B. J. Lasik 
Oct  24    Jim Simpson 
Oct  26    Sherry Strahla 
 

Anniversaries 
 

None Known 
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October Outing, Blue Lagoon – Huntsville, Tx, October 24-25 
Outing Coordinator:  Danny Bouska 

 
 

Join the Diving Rebels at the Blue Lagoon for an early Halloween and be hidden away in the haunting piney woods 
just north of Huntsville Texas off I45. For over twenty years the eerie lagoon has served the divers of Texas with 
aqua blue bodies………….of water, carving (training) platforms, mysteriously sunken boats and miscellaneous 
ghoulish items.  There is primitive camping if you dare, an onsite air station, concessions, and ice.  
 
The entrance fee for divers and non divers is $16.00 per day.   Non Divers must be accompanied by a C-card 
holder.  There is no charge for children under 10 & non-diving parents accompanying minors during diving lessons.  
 
The Blue Lagoon opens at 8am on Saturday the 23rd and Sunday the 24th.  There will be several people camping 
on Friday night, the 22nd.  The gates close at 10pm on Friday.  Join us Friday night or on Saturday, spend the day 
or the weekend, campout under the stars in the haunting piney woods, or grab a hotel room in nearby Huntsville.   
 
Saturday events and flexible tentative times are:   
 

             8:00am     “Spooky” Campsite Decorating (ongoing all day)  Generators  
                              will be available if your decorations have lights. 
           10:30am     Buddy Team Navigation Dive Contest 
     2:30pm     Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest (See rules, page 5) 
     7:30pm     Halloween Themed “Spooky” Campsite Decorating Judging 
     8:00pm     Presentation of Awards and Halloween Movie "Haunted Mansion" 

 
If you wish to camp, your entry fee allows you to camp overnight but there is a two day minimum fee so if you 
come in Saturday and leave Sunday the fee is $32.00.  The Blue Lagoon does not allow pets.  There are Porta 
Potties scattered throughout the property. 
 
There will be a meal share for Saturday lunch and dinner and breakfast on Sunday.  If you are not familiar with a 
“Meal Share”, the cost of the 3 meals is added together and divided by the number of participants.  You are 
responsible for your own drinks.  Coffee will be available on Saturday and Sunday morning.   
 
Meal Coordinators are needed for Saturday Lunch and Sunday Breakfast.  Afraid to coordinate a meal?  
Give me a call to discuss, it’s really easy! 
 
Air fills are $8.00, rental tanks are $12.00.  If you need other gear:  Regs $20.00, BCD $20.00, Wetsuits $20.00, 
Weights $10.00 
 
We need to know if you’re coming!  Sign Up sheets will be available at the October 6th meeting.  If you are 
unable to make the meeting and want to participate, and to assure we have plenty of food please email 
webmaster@divingrebels.org or call Danny at 817-381-5051.  This email address or phone number can also 
be used for questions about the outing. 
 
If signing up for the outing via email please include: When you will be arriving, how many people in your group, if 
you are camping, staying in Huntsville or just making a day trip, and if you are participating in the meal share.    
 
Directions:    Take I45 south from Dallas/Ft Worth toward Houston.  Take Exit 123 approximately 7 miles north of 
Huntsville and turn left (east) at Farm to Market Rd 1696/Pinedale Rd.  Continue to follow Pinedale Rd for 
approximately 4 miles. The Blue Lagoon entrance will be on the left.  

 

 

 

 

 



October 2010 - 5 

Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest Rules 
 

Bring your own pumpkin any size you wish.  All pumpkins must be checked in upon arrival at our camping area at the 
Blue Lagoon. DO NOT pre-clean/gut or pre-draw/trace your pumpkin before check-in at the Blue Lagoon.  Pumpkins 
will be marked at check-in and held in the “Pumpkin Patch” until time for the carving.   There will be three categories:  
Scariest, Ugliest and Best Design. 
 

1.  At 2:30, you may pick up your pumpkin from the “Pumpkin Patch”.  
 
2. You will have two hours to gut your pumpkin (on land), trace by pencil or marker if desired (no 
    precutting of the pumpkin of any kind, except to remove the top for gutting), and carve your pumpkin  
    underwater.  
 
NOTE:  THE BLUE LAGOON IS PERMITTING US TO HAVE THE UNDERWATER PUMPKIN 
               CARVING CONTEST WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ALL PUMPKINS MUST BE  
               GUTTED and CLEANED BEFORE BEING TAKEN INTO THE WATER.  NOT GUTTING  
               & CLEANING THE PUMPKIN BEFORE ENTERING THE WATER IS AN AUTOMATIC 
               DISQUALIFICATION AND MUST ALSO CLEAN UP ANY MESS MADE BY THE GUTS. 
 
2. Must practice safe diving; therefore, must have a buddy and cannot enter the water by yourself.   Both members of  
    the buddy team may carve their own pumpkin. 
 
3. Carving must be done on the platform. 
 
4. No weights can be used to assist in submerging or holding down the pumpkin on the platform. 
 
5. Must use only a dive knife for carving. 
 
6. Must surface with no less than 500psi in tank. (safe diving practice) 
 
7. All carved items must be caught in some kind of bag and removed from the lagoon. 
 
8. Each team will be required to check out of the water. 
 
9. If by chance your pumpkin were to abort the dive prior to finishing or starting, you may retrieve your 
    pumpkin and continue. 
 
10.  All pumpkins wishing to be judged must be returned to the “Pumpkin Patch” by 5pm. 
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Lake Travis Windy Point – September 25 and 26  
 

 
The Diving Rebels made the trek to Lake Travis for the first time in five years.  It was a great weekend with sunny 
skies Saturday morning.  It wouldn’t be a Rebel Outing if  it didn’t rain, so a front moving thru Saturday afternoon 
brought a brief shower, followed by sunshine and slightly cooler temperatures.   
 
Camp was set up under some large shade trees not far from the water or the air fill station.  Twenty-two people 
attended the outing and almost all got in at least one dive with most people getting multiple dives.  The visibility 
wasn’t the best, but we were getting wet.  Five people participated in the morning boat charter where dives were done 
at the Oasis Wall and Starnes Island.  The boat left at 8:30am and returned at 12:30pm.  Upon returning to camp, a 
lunch of hot dogs, chili and fixings was served.  Afterwards, people could be seen relaxing in hammocks, chairs, tents 
and many were gone diving.  Ray Howerton provided a wonderful dinner which had everyone providing many 
positive comments on his chicken, ribs, sweet potato salad and desserts.  There was plenty to eat so no one went 
hungry.  After dinner we sat in a circle talking and gradually people retired for the night.  A night which was cool and 
offered a great night of sleeping outdoors.   
 
The group was treated to a fantastic breakfast of eggs, bacon, and waffles on Sunday morning by Nick and Paula 
Boyett.  After breakfast some broke camp and departed, but many hit the water for a few more dives.  Most everyone 
departed around 2pm for the trek back to the DFW area.     
 

     
 

     
 

    
Steve completed Junior Open Water Certification for his nephew, Joel! 
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Lake Ouachita, Arkansas 
Labor Day 2010, September 4 – 6 

By Keith Weber 
 
 
We Rebels were at Ouachita and George certainly left a mark for us.  He cleared a 30 or 40 ft path to the 
west lagoon.  Anyone that has been to our island knows that was no small feat with the big rocks that litter 
that side.  Maybe next year we can get him to clear us a landing strip. 
 
We had a nice group with 15 coming out for the event.  The diving was predictable.  Above the thermocline 
around 27 feet was laden with particulates.  Under that, it was cool, but visibility was much better.  Oggie 
and I found excellent vis at 130 ft, but it was a chilly 44 degrees.  We also found an anchor at about 75 ft that 
Oggie marked and Doug helped recover once we had the boat in position. 
 
All in all, I think the outing was great.  I even heard Michele say she might camp on the island next year.  
Yes, I know, amazing isn’t it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  


