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It's amazing sometimes how some of the
more mundane dives in places you have
dove many times can still surprise you.
Last weekend, diving at Tyler State Park,
I ran into something I had never known
was there. There is a tomb stone, or more
correctly a monument stone, placed in a
"deep" spot of the lake. It is a carved
stone like a tomb stone but due to the
date on it, had to have been placed well
after the lake was created. Visibility was
already fairly poor, and there was some
silt on the face of the angled stone face.
Tip, by the way, if you wipe the silt off of
something it goes back into the water in
suspension, so seeing it does not get
much better. I took a few pictures and
later was able to decipher the words:

I have just started Googling this but so far
no reference. I called the Park office and
found that they were as surprised by it as I.
If you have some knowledge of it please
share it with me and I will pass it along in
the Scoop and to the Park Management.
But until them raise a glass to William
Speas who was cherished enough to
someone for them to place a 2 hundred plus
pound monument to his memory.
If you want to find it, go down the East
most stair to the swim beach, move 15
yards further East and do a compass run
Due South approximately 50 - 80 yards. It
was resting in 21 ft of water but that's
probably 18 feet of water when the lake is
at a normal level. - Jim Magnuson

William John Speas
Nov 24, 1916
June, 22 1981

TYLER STATE PARK OUTING – April 26, 27 & 28th
The Diving Rebels descended on this lovely
park on the loveliest of weekends ! Nine of
us camped both nights under starry skies
and breezy sunshine. Steve, Ellen, Jim &
Linda arrived mid –day Friday to begin
setting up our sites which were already

assigned, somewhat close together.
Fortunately Jim was able to talk some
RVers into swapping sites to improve our
grouping. Throughout the day Danny &
Kelly, Dale, Becky and Jeff arrived
(

rounding out the group of hard-core campers.
Jim, raring to get wet, donned SCUBA gear for
an exploratory dive to practice photography,
hoping to capture an image of the swimming
snake. Alas, no proof as visibility was not so
good due to recent rains – about 4 feet. Once we
had the banner hung and a little happy hour and
conversation, the group sojourned to Bodacious
BBQ for dinner. Nice to have someone else do
the cooking, but not as bodacious as we
expected.
As a beautiful Saturday greeted us, Jay & Rita
arrived just in time for the day’s diving to
commence. Potential members Jeffery & Calvin,
along with Jay, Jim, Becky, Dale & Jeff were
our intrepid divers. Some even made multiple
dives. Jay logged 2 dives, on his way to 200.
Keep on, Jay!
Others of us enjoyed the day by hiking partially
or completely around the lake. Some of the trail
was submerged and required some creative
crossing techniques. Jim & Linda’s old shoes
needed impromptu repair and thanks to Troop
103 Boy Scouts who were prepared with duck
tape, we were able to finish our trek.
A Big thank you to Steve & Ellen for ensuring
we were well fed with grilled hot dogs, coleslaw
and beans to fuel our diving and hiking activities
and later a delicious dinner of lasagna, spaghetti
and salad dinner. And thanks to Dale for
breakfast, with additional offerings from Becky.
A special surprise came in the form of a
scrumptious chocolate cake, complete with
birthday candles, but thankfully no song. Going
back to the RVers, they were properly thanked
with some cake, for which they were delighted.
Ron & Carol, friends of Steve & Ellen rounded
the group to 15.We all had a good time visiting
around the campfire with one another.
Sunday morning, more nice weather, coffee &
conversation, then leisurely breaking of camp.
Here’s hoping visibility will be better next time.
Linda Magnuson

