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February Meeting Program

or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:

During our February membership meeting, we’ll learn about
the Moheli Laka Lodge, a new and exciting dive resort that
provides a great diving opportunity on the small island of
Moheli, which is just off the east coast of Africa between
Tanzania and Madagascar. We’re hopeful that the resort
manager, Jon Hildbrandt, will be able to come in from east
Texas to make the presentation. If he can’t do so, Steve Ogden
will discuss the dive resort in Jon’s place as he did at a recent
Scubadillo Dive Club meeting.

info@divingrebels.org

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Feb 16
Feb 21
Feb 24–25
Mar 24–25
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Restaurant of the Month: El Meson Chapin, Ft.
Worth
Board of Directors Meeting: 7:00 pm, Ted E’s
Kitchen, Bedford
Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest, Marietta
Landing, Lake Murray, OK
Wheeler Branch Outing

Save the Date!!
Birthdays

Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest
Marietta Landing, Lake Murray, OK
February 24–25

Feb 05 Marcus Greenberg
Feb 07 Evelyn Capps
Feb 20 Mark Estill
Feb 26 Dorothy Bartz
Feb 28 Kevin Campbell

See Details in this issue of The Rebel Yell!

Diving Rebels 2018 Events Set
Start making plans now to attend the Diving Rebels
Scuba Club’s meetings, outings, and events during the
rest of 2018!
See the article in this issue of The Rebel Yell for tentative
dates.

Anniversaries
Feb 22 Danny and Kelly Barentine
Did we miss/make an error with your special
date? If so, it’s either not included or incorrect
in our database.
Contact Vice President Dale Romack to
update/correct your information!

DRLXYRS
Three score years ago, the “Diving Rebels Skin Diving Club” was officially founded. While we now go by
another name, our midyear party will still be a celebration of that anniversary. To help commemorate that
milestone for our club, we want to create a “Diving Rebels 60th Anniversary T-Shirt,” and there’s no better
way to accomplish that than by making it a Diving Rebels contest!
To participate, all you have to do is design the graphic art for the front or back of the T-shirt, and submit it by
the April membership meeting, which will be held on April 4, 2018. Please limit the design to four or fewer
colors, and email the image to Jim Magnuson at magnuson.tx@gmail.com or activities@divingrebels.org.
The winner will be determined by a vote of the club’s Board of Directors, who will consider the design’s
appearance, possible costs of production, how it will look on a shirt, and so on. Board members who submit
an entry will not be eligible to vote for a winner. The winner of the contest will receive a prize, a free T-shirt
sporting his/her design or possibly some other reward.
We’ve only received a few entries thus far, so please put on your “artist hat,” create a design, and submit it for
the contest!!
If you have any questions about the contest, please send them to Jim Magnuson at magnuson.tx@gmail.com
or activities@divingrebels.org.
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President’s Letter

Greetings!
I hope this letter finds everyone well and in good spirits, especially in a time with lots of flu and funky
weather.
The first and foremost subject that I can think of for this letter that is key to building community and getting
back to basics is good old-fashioned high-quality communications. The Diving Rebels Scuba Club
communicates in a variety of ways—member-to-member, via membership and board meetings, through social
media, during our outings, interaction with dive shops and other clubs, articles in The Rebel Yell, etc. While
we were attending the Our World Underwater show, we proactively took advantage of the opportunity to
perfect our communications in order to build community and stronger partnerships with the Scubadillo Dive
Club and the expo. From the dive show aspect, this was the most important outcome from my point of view.
There was talk about bringing back the “Dive Around Texas” program, which I sadly miss. That would be
awesome. I would like to hear about your adventures at past Dive Around Texas events and see any pictures
that you have. Equally important, I became an official “Rebadillo” at the show! I understand that there are a
few modified T-shirts around showing membership in both clubs.
All in all, we now get to interact with the ’Dillos in a way that was not available before. While we have held
co-outings with the Scubadillos in the past, this adventure is beyond that, and I look forward to continued
collaborations at this level and definitely at our outings, starting with the Artic Dive/Wine & Cheese Contest,
which has traditionally been a collaboration with the Scubadillos and other dive clubs. Bill Davidson,
President of the Scubadillo Dive Club, has suggested a year-end wrap-up outing. Sounds like fun to me, and
it’s certainly something worth investigating!
See you at the February membership meeting!
Kevin

Dive
On!!
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January Restaurant of the Month Report
Jim Magnuson
Doing the second-best thing that
Diving Rebels do apart from
diving, namely eating, 20 or so of
us sampled the cuisine at
Southern Recipes Grill or SRG,
as patrons call it, on January 12
for our January Restaurant of the
Month outing. This cozy, nonpretentious restaurant, which has
both indoor and outdoor seating,
features a very nice menu and a
well-stocked bar. SRG happens to
be listed by Four Square as second among the 15 best places with a
“Happy Hour.” The food and spirits were great as expected, and we enjoyed earnest discussions about diving
and other things of less import (as they must be by definition!). Those of us who participated highly
recommend SRG for dining or even just enjoying a few casual drinks.

Restaurant of the Month  February

Where:
Address:
When:
Phone:
Email:

El Meson Chapin
1560 N. Sylvania Ave., Ft. Worth, TX 76111
Friday, February 16, 7:00 pm
(682) 385-9246
Elizabeth Neumann at social@divingrebels.org

I hope everyone is having a Happy 2018!
Please consider joining the Diving Rebels at the February Restaurant of the
Month (RoM) event. We’ll be meeting on Friday, February 16, at 7:00 pm
at El Meson Chapin on 1560 N. Sylvania Ave., Ft. Worth, TX 76111. This
family-owned restaurant offers authentic Guatemalan signature dishes. There
is limited parking, so we can meet at 2312 Aster Ave., Ft. Worth, TX 76111
and carpool or walk to the restaurant from there. Apparently El Meson
Chapin doesn’t serve alcohol, but you can BYOB if you wish.
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Please let us know that you’re planning to attend the RoM event by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, February 14.
Just respond by signing up for the event at the February membership meeting; by accepting your invitation to
the event on the club’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/96073813073/); or by contacting
me at social@divingrebels.org or calling me at (917) 995-4677.
Elizabeth Neumann
Social Coordinator

Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest
February 24–25, 2018
Steve “Oggie” Ogden

The Diving Rebels will join with the Scubadillos and any other interested divers and nondivers for our
annual Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest on February 24–25. This event will take place at the Marietta
Landing campground area at Lake Murray State Park, about 24 miles north of the Texas border and 7 miles
northeast of Marietta, OK. As it has done in the past, the park will open for us on Friday, February 23.
There will be a number of activities associated with the outing. For those hardy souls with thick wet suits
and with dry suits, the pool (lake) will be open for diving. We’ll dive on an ad hoc basis, with no certain
times scheduled for diving. Talk to those who will be diving, and coordinate your dive schedule with them.
As in previous years, we’ll have a silent auction throughout the day on Saturday during which participants
can bid on that item that is missing from their dive gear inventory or that is needed for a backup. If you have
gear that has been lying dormant in your garage or storage shed and you’d like to have your dive club reap
the revenue gained by the sale of that item, please consider donating it for the silent auction. We’ll note the
donor’s club on each item, and that club will receive the money generated by the sale. You can bring items
on Saturday, February 24, or, if you won’t be able to attend the outing but would like to donate nonetheless,
you can bring them to the February dive club meetings or contact me at (214) 641-6013 to arrange for them
to be picked up. We anticipate that, as in past years, we’ll have some great items in the auction provided by
one or more dive shops. Any unsold items will be rolled into the raffle drawing that we hold in the evening,
which will also provide some great diving-related treasures for the taking. The raffle will also include dive
shop gift certificates and other general use dive-related items.
Elizabeth Neumann will again be coordinating Saturday dinner, which we’ll plan to serve at approximately
5:00 pm; she’ll provide the main dish of pulled pork, and the club will provide side dishes and dessert. To
assist in meal planning and preparation, we’re asking attendees to purchase tickets. Through February 18,
each ticket costs $10. After that date and at the event, each ticket costs $15. You can obtain a ticket at
the February club meetings and also by contacting me at (214) 641-6013. I’ll hold your ticket if you can give
me a firm commitment for attendance.
After dinner, we’ll start our wine and cheese contest. So scour your wine cellar or favorite liquor store to
bring your best/worst red and white wines that will be judged by an erudite panel of vintner wannabes who
will closely taste and scrutinize the entries for bouquet, flavor, clarity, and all such hoity-toity wine things.
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We’ll award “winner” gift certificates for first prize for the best red and white wines. We’ll also award a
“loser” gift certificate for the worst wine. After the wine contest, we’ll choose the best cheese, and the
winner will also win a gift certificate (no entries for worst cheese, please!!). We need judges for both
contests, so if you are not a contest participant or
related to a contest participant and would like to
judge, please let me know.
Assuming and hoping that there won’t be a fire
ban, we’ll plan to have a rip-roaring bonfire going
most of the day and well into the night. So if you
have some wood/old fencing that you would like
to rid yourself of, please consider bringing it
along. I plan to bring my typical trailer load of
wood that is already loaded, as shown in the photo
on the right!
Those wishing to spend the night at the park have several options. Rooms at the Lake Murray Lodge as well
as cabins are available for rental. To reserve a cabin or a room at the lodge, call toll free (800) 257-0322 or
direct line (580) 223-6600 (Lake Murray State Park http://www.stateparks.com/lake_murray.html). Trailer
and tent camping is available on a first come, first served basis. The three maps below provide directions to
Lake Murray and the Marietta Landing campground.

Marietta Landing

Marietta Landing

Marietta Landing
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Join the Diving Rebels for a 2018 Cruise!
The Diving Rebels’ own Penny Johnson is setting up a Caribbean cruise package for members and guests
of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club. This 7-day Western Caribbean cruise will depart from New Orleans on
November 11, 2018, and return on November 18, making stops in Cozumel, Roatán, Belize, and Costa
Maya. See the itinerary below for cruise details. Note: The cruise ship, prices, and some other cruise
details have been changed since the original announcement.

For more information about the cruise, trip changes, and/or to obtain a registration form, contact Penny at:
Penny Johnson, A+ Travel
1216 Glenbury Ct., Arlington, TX 76006
Phone: (817) 975-6106
Home Phone (evening): (817) 422-9494
email: dtravelinggirl@gmail.com
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2018 Diving Rebels Outing Schedule
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s Board of Directors has established the following tentative schedule for the
remainder of 2018’s club meetings, events, and outings. Please look for updates and additional information
at club membership meetings, in The Rebel Yell, and on our Facebook page and website. If you have any
suggestions for locations for our TBD outings, please give them to one of our Activities Directors, Linda
Magnuson, Jim Magnuson, or Jeff Bennett, or email them to activities@divingrebels.org.

The following dates have been tentatively selected for Diving Rebels Scuba Club activities
throughout the rest of 2018.

February 7

Monthly Meeting

February 24–25

Arctic Dive/Wine & Cheese Contest (multiclub event)

March 7

Monthly Meeting

March 24–25

Dive Outing: Wheeler Branch

April 4

Monthly Meeting

April 21–22

Dive Outing: Tyler State Park

May 2

Monthly Meeting

May 19–20

Dive Outing: Location TBD (perhaps Lake Tenkiller)

June 6

Monthly Meeting

June 23–24

Mid-Year 60th Anniversary Outing

July 11

Monthly Meeting (Note: usual date changed due to the first
Wednesday of the month’s being July 4)

July 21–22

Dive Outing: Location TBD

August 1

Monthly Meeting

August 18–19

Dive Outing: Location TBD

September 5

Monthly Meeting

September 22–23 Dive Outing: Location TBD (perhaps South Padre Island)
October 3

Monthly Meeting

October 20–21

Outing: Location TBD

November 7

Membership Meeting

November 17

Annual BBQ Cook-Out: Location TBD

December 5

Monthly Meeting

December 8 or 15 Annual Christmas Party (date subject to venue availability)
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San Marcos River Underwater Cleanup Report
Steve “Oggie” Ogden
The 2018 edition of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s long-time annual tradition of participating in an
underwater cleanup of the San Marcos River was performed on January 20. Nearly 20 folks attended the
outing, including 12 divers who entered the river, with the remainder providing various surface support
roles. In addition to our typical core of Diving Rebels, Stan Atkinson of the Scubadillo Dive Club of Dallas
joined us, and we were also delighted to welcome Randy DuVall and his wife Courtney and young
daughters Emma and Lily—as far as I know, the two girls are the youngest divers to ever participate in our
underwater cleanup of the river, and they acquitted themselves very well. Although they got pretty cold, they
completed the entire trip and exited with a bunch of trash.
While San Marcos wasn’t quite as warm as last year (high temperature of 82°), the temperature did push 70°,
so it wasn’t too bad. And as always, the water was a refreshing and pleasant 73°.
After all divers exited the river and arrived at the Rio Vista Park shelter, they exhibited their collected trash
to determine this year’s prize winners. On a personal note, I decided not to actively participate in the trash
collection component, remembering last year when I got bad leg cramps from towing my collection of trashfilled mesh bags. But I couldn’t pass by the relatively few cans and bottles that I saw on the way down the
river this year, so I grabbed what I could and stuffed some cans and bottles in my BC pockets and under my
BC straps.
This year’s champion trash collector was Jim Magnuson, who received a $25 ScubaToys gift certificate,
while runner-up Becky Marak received a $15 ScubaToys gift certificate. As always, we also had a number
of entries for most unusual items recovered from the river. Although I was not actively collecting trash to the
degree I have in past years, I did come across a fairly old and rusted vacuum cleaner hose nozzle that earned
me first place in the most unusual item category and the prize of a $25 ScubaToys gift certificate. Travis
Wells continued his knack of finding unusual items as he was awarded the second-place prize of a $10
ScubaToys gift certificate for his collection of a printer cartridge head.
A word of thanks goes to the support folks who were there to shuttle vehicles and provide whatever help in
general was needed. These included Mark Stonebridge, Lisa Craft, Susan Taylor, Linda Magnuson, and
Jay and Rita Delmar. Special thanks go to Susan for providing much appreciated snacks for the divers to
munch on after the dive.
After the dive and the presentation of awards, 12 of us gathered for dinner at the Root Cellar Café, a
wonderful restaurant in downtown San Marcos. A number of us ate there last year on the recommendation of
Elizabeth Neumann, who had hoped to join us this year but ended up with a flooded kitchen due to the
freeze and subsequent thaw of that previous week. In order to enhance the experience of those attending this
outing, I had contacted the restaurant earlier in the week and talked with Luke, the assistant manager, to
explain our long-term efforts in cleaning the river and to request a couple of gift cards for our cleanup team.
Luke said he would have three $15 gift cards waiting for us, but when we arrived at the restaurant, we were
very pleasantly surprised with four $15 gift cards designated for our group. After a bit of a discussion with
the core Diving Rebels, we decided to award one gift card to Emma and Lily for their brave efforts in diving
the river and then let the girls draw names for the remainder of the gift cards. The winners were Stan
Atkinson, Becky Marak, and Jim and Linda Magnuson. The meal and service were wonderful, so here’s a
big shout-out to the Root Cellar Café and Assistant Manager Luke and Manager Brenda. If you go to San
Marcos, please stop by the Root Cellar Café, and enjoy a delicious, reasonably priced meal.
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In keeping with tradition, several of us gathered at Herbert’s Taco Hut on Sunday morning for its usual great
breakfast fare. Later Sunday morning, five divers certified to dive in Spring Lake performed a volunteer dive
in the lake. These included myself, Jim and Linda Magnuson, Jay Delmar, and Brian Wicker (another
Scubadillo). We did some cleanup in the Cream of Wheat and Deep Hole areas, after which we toured
Catfish Hotel, where we saw many huge bass along with sunfish and a few spotted gar, the Ossified Forest,
the former underwater archaeology area (not much left there), and the old river bed area.
For those who don’t know, in order to dive in Spring Lake, the oldest continuously occupied location in
North America, special certification is required due to the presence of protected plant and animal species and
archeological resources in the lake. Since I was certified in 1997, a good number of Diving Rebels and
Scubadillos have successfully completed the coursework and underwater dive demonstrations required for
certification.
On the way back to the DFW area, Jim, Linda, Becky, and I met up at Buzzard Billy’s restaurant in Waco
for a delicious lunch on the patio overlooking the Brazos River. Stop by there if you get a chance. You’ll
have fun, and you’ll enjoy the food.
Thanks to all the underwater cleanup diving participants as well as those who provided surface support. This
outing continues to be a very worthwhile and enjoyable event, and I would encourage all of you to attend the
2019 edition!

Fun in San Marcos  January 2018!!
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Our San Marcos River Underwater Cleanup Divers

Dinner Saturday Night at the Root Cellar Café
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We Picked Up Lots of Trash!!
Candidates for Most Unusual Trash

Where’d the Other Earring Go?
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And Our Prizewinners Are . . .

Jim Magnuson Receiving His First-Place
Prize for Most Trash

Becky Marak Receiving Her Second-Place
Prize for Most Trash

Steve Ogden Receiving His First-Place Prize
for Most Unusual Trash Item (Vacuum
Cleaner Hose Nozzle) from Linda Magnuson

Travis Wells Receiving His Second-Place
Prize for Most Unusual Trash Item (Printer
Cartridge Head)
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Our World Underwater Lone Star State Dive & Travel Expo
Report
Jeff Bennett
I would like to thank all the members who helped to set up and man the Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s booth
at the Our World Underwater Lone Star State Dive & Travel Expo on Saturday, January 27, and Sunday,
January 28. Thanks to Mark Stonebridge for sharing the fascinating artifacts that he brought. Many people
who visited the booth found them exciting. Also thanks to Cathy McWilliams who did an awesome job
creating the video that we showed. We also displayed some information about the history of the club that
many looked at. Overall, we had what I think was our best booth yet. Two visitors, Audrey Ricci and
Robert Umpliby, won our drawing for free memberships, and Rick Brogle won a nice accessory bag.

The Diving Rebels’ Booth Saw Plenty of Action
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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