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April Meeting Program
Our membership meeting on April 4 will feature a program
presented by Ron Hyatt, who will be showing us videos taken
in Roatán at the CoCo View resort and in Honduras. Come
join us, and learn more about these great dive locations!

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Apr 13
Apr 18

Restaurant of the Month: Willhoite’s Restaurant
Board of Directors Meeting: 7:00 pm, Ted E’s
Kitchen, Bedford
Apr 21–22
Tyler State Park Outing
May 19
Wheeler Branch Luau with Scubadillos
June 23–24 Mid-Year 60th Anniversary Outing: Possum
Kingdom Lake at Inland Divers
July 7
Pool Party at Jeff Bennett’s
July 21–22
Dive Outing: Location TBD
August 18–19 Dive Outing: Clear Springs
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Save the Date!!

Birthdays

Reserve June 23–24 on your calendars now for the
Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s Mid-Year 60th
Anniversary Outing at Possum Kingdom Lake; we’ll be
meeting at the Inland Divers property for a weekend of
diving and other activities to celebrate our 60th
anniversary as a dive club!! See the May and June issues
of The Rebel Yell for details.

Apr 04
Apr 20
Apr 23
Apr 26
Apr 26

Anniversaries
Apr 04 Steve and Selena Woodward
Apr 12 Gary and Penny Johnson
Apr 26 Johnny and Connie Griffin

Welcome to Our Visitors!
The Diving Rebels were happy to welcome the following
visitors to our March membership meeting: Ray
Howerton, Gregg McBride, and Mike Burns.
Thank you for visiting with us! We hope that you come
again soon. We’d love to see you join the Diving Rebels
Scuba Club and share some great diving experiences with
us!

Elizabeth Neumann
Darrell Barabash
Linda Magnuson
Kelly Barentine
Raul Fernandez

Did we miss/make an error with your special
date? If so, it’s either not included or incorrect
in our database.
Contact Vice President Dale Romack to
update/correct your information!

Here’s also a Diving Rebels welcome to the two newest
members of the club—Edie and Greg Biggs! We hope to
see you at future Diving Rebels membership meetings
and outings. Here’s to some great diving together!!

DRLXYRS
Three score years ago, the “Diving Rebels Skin Diving Club” was officially founded. While we now go by
another name, our midyear party will still be a celebration of that anniversary. To help commemorate that
milestone for our club, we want to create a “Diving Rebels 60th Anniversary T-Shirt,” and there’s no better
way to accomplish that than by making it a Diving Rebels contest!
To participate, all you have to do is design the graphic art for the front or back of the T-shirt, and
submit it by the April 4 membership meeting. Please limit the design to four or fewer colors, and email the
image to Jim Magnuson at magnuson.tx@gmail.com or activities@divingrebels.org.
The winner will be determined by a vote of the club’s Board of Directors, who will consider the design’s
appearance, possible costs of production, how it will look on a shirt, and so on. Board members who submit
an entry will not be eligible to vote for a winner. The winner of the contest will receive a prize, a free T-shirt
sporting his/her design or possibly some other reward.
We’ve received five entries thus far, and there’s still time to enter—but you need to hurry!!
If you have any questions about the contest, please send them to Jim Magnuson at magnuson.tx@gmail.com
or activities@divingrebels.org.
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President’s Letter

Happy Easter!
Well, almost—it is actually Good Friday as I write this and not Easter. But by the time you read this, it will be
Easter. Hopefully, the Easter Bunny leaves you some good eggs. Just remember, the little fuzzy warm eggs
just might not be special Milk Duds . . . well, perhaps they are . . . just ones you might not want to chew on ☺
I wonder how often Easter falls on April Fool’s Day? I am a little brain dead as I have been writing
performance evaluations and still have more to write. I totally bet you could not tell. At this point, Jay is
thinking “Really, I had to wait on this crap to put out the newsletter?” Here’s a big thanks for your patience
and flexibility, Jay! [Editor’s Note: Never a problem, Kevin—it’s nice to feel needed ☺]
Well, no matter what your beliefs are, this time of year is a time of renewal and growth—lots of planting of
gardens and flower beds, spring cleaning and digging out dive and camping gear, renewal of connections that
were on hiatus over the winter, a revitalization of the community. Being active in a dive club can help keep
those awesome and valued connections alive year-round, adding great value to your membership and
developing some really awesome friendships along the way. One of the most important attributes of a person
is the ability to show gratitude. I have made some really good friends in the club and really appreciate their
friendship and all they do; they are very much valued. I look forward to many more years of friendship and
great times. Join a dive club, become involved, and make great lifelong friends!
See you at J. Gilligan’s!
Kevin

Happy Easter, everyone!!
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March Restaurant of the Month Report
Restaurant of the Month  April

Where:
Address:
When:
Web:
Phone:
Email:

Willhoite’s Restaurant
432 S. Main St., Grapevine, TX 76051
Friday, April 13, 7:00 pm
http://www.willhoites.com/
(817) 481-7511
Elizabeth Neumann at social@divingrebels.org

The Diving Rebels met at Spazzio’s Italian Cantina on March 16 for our March Restaurant of the Month
(RoM) event. Due to a prior engagement, I was unable to attend. I understand, though, that everyone enjoyed
their meal and the restaurant’s ambiance. Since I couldn’t make it to Spazzio’s, I started asking individuals
about their impressions of the restaurant. I then realized that it might be nice to create a Diving Rebels
Restaurant Evaluation Sheet to use in connection with our RoM outings so that we could have a record of the
places we visit. We’ll evaluate five categories at each restaurant on a scale of 1 to 5, using scuba tanks
instead of stars! I’ll review the evaluation sheet at the April 4 membership meeting and ask for your input.
On Friday, April 13, at 7:00 pm, we’ll meet at Willhoite’s Restaurant, 432 S. Main St., Grapevine, TX
76051, for our April RoM. Willhoite’s food is as legendary as its history. From fried catfish and chicken
fried steak to homemade chili and famous mashed potatoes, Willhoite’s offers true Texas cuisine in a unique
environment. Where else will you find a 1928 Model T Ford atop the soup and salad bar? Make Friday the
13th a lucky day, join the Diving Rebels at Willhoite’s, and be the first to complete a Diving Rebels
Restaurant Evaluation Sheet!
Please let us know that you’re planning to attend the RoM event
by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, April 11. Just respond by signing up
for the event at the April membership meeting; by accepting your
invitation to the event on the club’s Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/96073813073/); or by
contacting me at social@divingrebels.org or calling me at
(817) 995-4677.

Elizabeth Neumann
Social Coordinator
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Join the Diving Rebels for a 2018 Cruise!
The Diving Rebels’ own Penny Johnson is setting up a Caribbean cruise package for members and guests
of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club. This 7-day Western Caribbean cruise will depart from New Orleans on
November 11, 2018, and return on November 18, making stops in Cozumel, Roatán, Belize, and Costa
Maya. See the itinerary below for cruise details. Note: The cruise ship, prices, and some other cruise
details have been changed since the original announcement.

For more information about the cruise, trip changes, and/or to obtain a registration form, contact Penny at:
Penny Johnson, A+ Travel
1216 Glenbury Ct., Arlington, TX 76006
Phone: (817) 975-6106
Home Phone (evening): (817) 422-9494
email: dtravelinggirl@gmail.com
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2018 Diving Rebels Outing Schedule
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s Board of Directors has established the following tentative schedule for the
remainder of 2018’s club meetings, events, and outings. Please look for updates and additional information
at club membership meetings, in The Rebel Yell, and on our Facebook page and website. If you have any
suggestions for locations for our TBD outings, please give them to Activities Director Jim Magnuson, or
email them to magnuson.tx@gmail.com or activities@divingrebels.org.

The following dates have been tentatively selected for Diving Rebels Scuba Club activities
throughout the rest of 2018.
April 4

Monthly Meeting

April 21–22

Dive Outing: Tyler State Park

May 2

Monthly Meeting

May 19

Dive Outing: Wheeler Branch Luau with the Scubadillos

June 6

Monthly Meeting

June 23–24

Mid-Year 60th Anniversary Outing: Possum Kingdom Lake at Inland
Divers

July 7

Pool Party at Jeff Bennett’s

July 11

Monthly Meeting (Note: usual date changed due to the first
Wednesday of the month’s being July 4)

July 21–22

Dive Outing: Location TBD

August 1

Monthly Meeting

August 18–19

Dive Outing: Clear Springs

September 5

Monthly Meeting

September 22–23 Dive Outing: Lake Travis
October 3

Monthly Meeting

October 20–21

Outing: Location TBD

November 7

Monthly Meeting

November 17

Annual BBQ Cook-Out: Joe Pool Lake/State Park

December 5

Monthly Meeting

December 8

Annual Christmas Party (venue TBD)

Mark these dates on your calendar now, and don’t
miss out on joining us for Diving Rebels fun!!
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Diving Rebels Meal Share Plan
Jim Magnuson
To simplify cooking and reduce the cost of meals at Diving Rebels’ outings, we’re re-introducing and reexplaining Diving Rebels meal shares. This is a voluntary program, but meal shares are usually fun and
only as difficult as you make them. This is how the Meal Share Plan will work:
1. At the membership meeting before the scheduled outing, those who wish to participate in the meal
share should sign up for both the meal share plan and the outing.
2. Coordinators can enlist others to assist in all aspects of food purchase, preparation, and cleanup. Note
that others participating in the meal share will usually help with the preparation. It would be
appreciated, of course, if meal share participants also helped with the cleanup.
3. Give all of your receipts to the Activities Director (clear photos emailed to the Activities Director
will suffice). Mark off items not used for the meal (e.g., if you buy a four-pack of hot dog buns but
keep two packs for yourself, you should expect reimbursement for only the two packs used for the
meal share).
4. At the outing, the outing coordinator will add up the receipts and divide the total amount by the
number of people participating in the meal share to determine the meal cost per participant. If the
club has budgeted expenses for food for the outing, that might decrease the cost for each participant.
DO
 Plan for a reasonable meal; don’t serve filet mignon or caviar unless you donate it.
 Get a final participant count from the outing coordinator a few days before the outing so you can
figure out how much food to get.
 Check each food package for the recommended serving size to estimate what we need.
 Decide how you will prepare the food; you might need to check with others if you need to use a grill
or other equipment that you don’t have.
 Plan to pay your part of the meal share cost if you do not show up for a meal share that you have
signed up for.
 Call or text the Activities Director at (469) 426-6319 if you have any questions.
DON’T
 Expect to eat a meal prepared for the meal share if you haven’t signed up for the plan and the outing.
If we have any food left over, you might be invited to share it. Call the outing coordinator prior to the
outing if you want to participate in the meal share but didn’t get a chance to sign up at a membership
meeting.
 Buy a huge surplus of food. (Pick a simple menu, and calculate what you need.)
We realize that some of our members have special dietary requirements; however, we can’t accommodate
special needs in our meal shares—it simply makes meal planning too complicated. If you have a special
dietary requirement, contact the meal coordinators to see what they are planning so that you can bring a
substitute and not participate in the plan if necessary.
TIP
To help cover unexpected costs, it’s better to have a slight overage on what is less expensive like eggs or
bread but calculate the “core” expensive items a little closer.
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Tyler State Park Outing
Jim Magnuson
Meet your fellow Diving Rebels at Tyler State Park on April 21–22 for a weekend of fun, food, and diving
at this great park located at 789 Park Road 16, Tyler, TX 75706, phone (903) 597-5338
(http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/tyler).
Tyler State Park is a great place to mountain bike, hike, fish, or camp—just about anything you’d want to do
outdoors. The park has a daily entrance fee of $6.00 for adults, with no charge for children 12 years and
under. Since the lake is part of the park, you don’t need a license to fish there from shore, and you can try
your luck catching crappie, perch, catfish or bass. The park has three fishing piers and a boat ramp. They
also loan fishing rods, reels, and tackle boxes as part of the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department’s Tackle
Loaner Program.
We all talk about getting ready for the dive season, preparing for some big ocean trip, or just hydrating our
gills—well, Lake Tyler is a great lake to do just that! The lake is very shallow—only about 20 feet (if you
use a shovel!), but that’s one reason that
it’s such a good place to dive this time
of year. The water warms up early, and
you should be reasonably comfortable in
a 3-mil wetsuit plus gloves and a hood.
Of course, the temperature does change
a lot in early spring, so “your mileage
may vary.” There are plenty of fish,
turtles, and sea grass to make a fun dive,
and we’ll also be putting together an
underwater dive quiz to add to the
excitement. So bring a slate, compass, and your brain, or you can borrow one at the outing (well, probably
not the brain!). The contest will be worth points, and we’ll have an on-shore Saturday night bonus round for
more fun and prizes.
This is a two-day outing; we’ll be getting three campsites near the water on Friday morning, April 20
(hopefully in the Lakeview campsites 30–37 area), and we’ll be there through Sunday noon-ish. Since we
can only get the three sites, please let me know in advance if you’re going to be bringing a trailer. This is a
great camping lake, so please consider camping on Friday night so we can have a full day of fun on
Saturday, April 21.
We’ll be doing a voluntary meal share plan for Saturday lunch through Sunday breakfast (see the article on
meal shares elsewhere in this newsletter). Just be aware that you must sign up for the plan to participate in
the meal share; if you don’t, you’ll need to bring your own food to the park—remember, there’s no hunting
allowed!
Specific details concerning activities, times, and meeting places should be available at the April membership
meeting; information will also be posted online on the Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s Facebook page, so check
there often for updates (https://www.facebook.com/groups/96073813073/).
For more information about the event or to volunteer to help with the meal share, contact me at
magnuson.tx@gmail.com or activities@divingrebels.org, or call me at (469) 426-6319 or my co–outing
coordinator Linda Magnuson at (817) 905-2013.
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Wheeler Branch Luau with the Scubadillos
Jim Magnuson
The Scubadillo Dive Club has invited the Diving Rebels to join them at Wheeler Branch on Saturday,
May 19, to participate in their annual luau. While we just visited Wheeler Branch on March 24, this is too
good an opportunity to pass up, so let’s take advantage of the chance to have more Diving Rebels–
Scubadillos fun!
The following is a copy of the Meetup message pertaining to the event posted by Scubadillo President Bill
Davidson:
Come on out May 19 to the Scubadillo Dive Club’s annual Luau Festival and the Rebels Dive Club and our “Spring
Olympics” competition fund raiser. This year we will be at the new, nearby dive destination in Glen Rose called
Wheeler Branch Reservoir Park. This scenic lake park is a great place for diving, our fun land games for prizes,
Auction, Raffle and our Luau feast. We will be selling tickets to this event at the Dillo meeting and the Rebels
meeting for $10 ea. Contact Steve Ogden thru meetup if you cannot make the meetings. You can also purchase
tickets at the event for $15 ea. We have the only pavilion reserved.
Getting there:
Glen Rose is located on Hwy. 67 south of the Ft. Worth area and slightly southwest of Waxahachie approximately
77 miles from D/FW Airport. You could do an easy day-trip from Dallas or make a weekend of it and also visit the
nearby Dinosaur Valley State Park or go over to the 1,700-acre Fossil Rim Wildlife Center. From the Dallas area,
take I-35 past the Dallas Zoo and take the right-hand split on Hwy. 67 to Duncanville, Cedar Hill, Midlothian,
Alvarado and Cleburne. In Glen Rose, take Bo Gibbs Blvd. (CR 301) near the Expo Center/La Quinta intersection
and go a half-mile west to see the park entrance where you will veer left at the “Y” intersection onto CR 326. Look
for the Scubadillo signs and banners (diving beginning in the morning when you get there) in the park. We will
have the Pavilion reserved so bring your own chairs, refreshments, dive gear, lunch and friendly charm. The park
does have nice restrooms. The day-use park entrance fee is $8 per person with children under 13 is $4 (no
overnight camping in park).
Diving
Expect low 70’s on the surface at this time of year and colder past the various thermoclines as the lake can get
past 60 feet for true deep dives. Bring proper hoods, gloves and lights if you go this deep as it is a night dive at
this depth – but the water gets clearer! Come morning for diving.
Spring Olympic Games
Starting around 1:30 p.m. we will start our fun land games where two-person teams earn points from a series of
game competitions (horse shoes, golf putting, Frisbee toss, etc.) in order to earn prizes. This is a family-friendly
event where kids are welcomed to participate. Pets are allowed in the park, but must be on a short (6 ft. or less)
leash and you have to pick up any deposits.
Silent Auction
Bring money and items for the silent auction. All proceeds will go to the club of your choosing. You can get great
deals at this event.
Raffle
We will also conduct a raffle for some more cool prizes.
Luau Feast
The Scubadillos will begin their Luau Feast of Hawaiian pulled pork and other Hawaiian side goodies around 4
p.m. Bring a side dish to share, if you wish. Visible alcoholic beverages are not allowed at the park (like most park
rules), so do bring appropriate beverage containers for your favorite dinner drink. We will have Luau decorations
around our site, so dress up in your favorite tropical attire! We will send out a notice closer to the event to get a
headcount for the dinner.

If you have any questions about the event, contact me at magnuson.tx@gmail.com or
activities@divingrebels.org.
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Wheeler Branch Outing Report
Jim Magnuson
On Saturday, March 24, the Diving Rebels ventured out to an underappreciated dive lake, Wheeler Branch
Reservoir in Glen Rose, TX. Yes, Wheeler Branch doesn’t have 87° water with 100-foot visibility, but it’s
an interesting dive that is easy to make. Over a dozen Diving Rebels showed up, and most of them made at
least one dive. With the water temperature ranging from 50°–60° degrees, we had pretty good visibility.

George and His Wheeler Branch Find

I dove with George Bartulevicz (AKA “Kermie”
due to his all-green wetsuit), and we had 15 foot or
so visibility (although you can usually see George’s
green suit through 20 feet of pure mud at midnight!).
We saw a few nice-sized bass, and George found a
new fully functioning rod and reel—odd that we
didn’t see any more fish after he found that rod!
Others in the group dared deeper, colder water than
our average 30 feet, but they didn’t find any really
sharp thermoclines, just a gradual chilling with
depth. We experienced definitely hood and glove
temperatures throughout.

The weather mostly cooperated, the “mostly” part being that it was windy early on but calmed down and
turned great around midmorning. We had a moment of silence, followed by a few “Oh, Sh...”s for Jeff
Bennett’s shade tent that got destroyed by the early wind. If you see Jeff, thank him for all the times he has
brought the cover to our outings for the benefit of others.
For food, people brought sharable snacks and sandwiches that bordered on being a potluck feast, but the
really serious eating went on at the Loco Coyote Grill in the late afternoon. The grill is officially in the
middle of nowhere, but it puts the middle of nowhere on the map! Those who did not join us at Wheeler
Branch missed out on some pretty good diving, and those who left before we went to Loco Coyote only had
half the fun.
We’ll be going back to Wheeler Branch again in May, on May 19 to be exact, to join the Scubadillo Dive
Club at their annual luau. That will give you a great chance to see what you missed if you didn’t join us for
the March outing and to get some practice in before your next blue-water trip.

The Diving Rebels at Wheeler Branch
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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