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February Meeting Program

or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:

Brady Hale, of the Texas Lionfish Control Unit, who joined
us last March to discuss lionfish control in the Gulf of Mexico
and the Caribbean, will update us on the work of his
organization. Brady will also discuss the development of an
underwater robotic device at Lamar University in Beaumont to
assist in the identification of lionfish habitat and the presence
of lionfish; it is hoped that the robot will become a useful tool
in efforts to eradicate lionfish in habitats where they don’t
belong. For more information about the work of this
organization, check out its website at http://texaslionfish.org/.
Be sure to attend this important and informative presentation!

info@divingrebels.org

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Feb 10
Feb 15
Feb 25–26
Mar 17–19
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Restaurant of the Month: Italianni’s Restaurant
Board of Directors Meeting: 7:00 pm,
Sherlock’s Baker Street Pub & Grill, Arlington
Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest, Marietta
Landing, Lake Murray, OK
288 Lake, Houston (date/site subject to change)

Birthdays

Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest
Marietta Landing, Lake Murray, OK
February 25–26

Feb 04 Paula Boyett
Feb 05 Marcus Greenberg
Feb 07 Evelyn Capps
Feb 20 Mark Estill
Feb 24 Travis Wells
Feb 26 Dorothy Bartz
Feb 26 Sandy Buchert
Feb 28 Kevin Campbell

See Details in this issue of The Rebel Yell!

Save the Date!
The following are tentative dates and venues for the rest
of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s 2017 slate of outings
and events; please monitor The Rebel Yell and the club’s
Facebook page and website for updated information.
Mar 17–19
Apr 14–16
May 27–29
Jun 24–25
Jul 22–23
Aug 26–27
Sep 2–4
Sep 16–23
Oct 21-23
Nov 11
Dec 9

288 Lake, Houston
Tyler State Park
Lake Sam Rayburn
Midyear Outing, Clear Springs Scuba Park
Canyon Lake
Athens Scuba Park
Wheeler Branch
Fort Lauderdale Trip
Pumpkin Carving Contest, The Blue
Lagoon, Huntsville
Chili Cook-Off/BBQ, Cedar Hill State
Park
Annual Christmas Party

Anniversaries

Feb 22 Danny and Kelly Barentine
Feb 29 Jim Rita Simpson
Did we miss/make an error with your special
date? If so, it’s either not included or incorrect
in our database.
Contact Vice President Dale Romack to
update/correct your information!

Rebel Wear
Need to purchase new Rebel Wear items? See
Senior Board Member Elizabeth Neumann to
find out what’s available and to make your
order!
Show your support of the club by donning
Rebel Wear!

Because you can’t see things like this on land!

Why We Dive . . .
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President’s Letter

Welcome Aboard!
I was not really sure what to write about this month or how
to approach getting started. It finally hit me while I was kicked
back relaxing in my home library. LOVE! My mind starts
running rapid with wild ideas of how to incorporate love into
the letter. THEN IT HAPPENED! The “Love Boat” theme song
was playing in my head . . . “loove boooat . . . love, exciting and
neeew . . . loove boooat . . .” (you can thank me later!).
As members of a dive club, the Diving Rebels share a love of a great many things: blue water, the
environment, socializing, exploring, risk-taking, marine life, scuba gear, food, relaxing, snot, peeing in one’s
wetsuit, floating to the top due to being underweighted, the smell of sweltering wet gear, finding gear,
“feeding the fish,” great exercise, learning new skills and gaining knowledge, and much more. Experiencing
these things with our fellow club members builds community and leads to lasting friendships.
Reflecting on the San Marcos River Underwater Cleanup, there was certainly evidence of love of the
environment, socializing, food, relaxing, finding gear, and a wee bit of friendly competition. While I’m fairly
sure that there was some “leaking” in a wetsuit or two, I’m positive that there was a dry suit that sprung a
leak—but I digress. My focus was a little different for this trip. This was Steve Ogden’s 22nd year to provide
leadership for this event. I kept thinking about this on the drive down. That is more than two decades! Steve is
the quintessential Diving Rebel in myriad ways, especially in his love of the club. For this event, Steve is
typically the last one in and the last one out, and he has had a long streak of collecting the most trash. Many
Diving Rebels were delighted to know that they would have a better shot at the award this year when Steve
announced that he would not be collecting trash. Even so, I’m sure that winning that award was never the
driving factor in his volunteering to organize the event. At one time, I thought that it was to eat at Palmer’s .
Now, I’m confident that the driving factor is Steve’s love of the environment, socializing, marine life, and
food—and building community and lasting friendships. I could be totally off the mark, but a lot is shown in
how Steve lights up and how his excitement bubbles when you talk to him about San Marcos, when he is
executing the event, or when he is telling stories from his experiences over the years. I will let him reveal his
favorite story, though, if you don’t already know it.
Steve, thank you so very much for your leadership, dedication, and engaged participation in the club at all
levels.
Now, it’s up to the rest of us to set a course for adventure and become more engaged in the activities of the
club!
Kevin
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January Restaurant of the Month Report
Restaurant of the Month  February

Where:
Address:
When:
Phone:
Web:
Email:

Italianni’s Restaurant
1601 Precinct Line Rd., Hurst, TX 76054
Friday, February 10, 7:00 pm
(817) 498-6770
http://italiannishurst.com/
Cathy McWilliams at social@divingrebels.org or fifeandthistle@outlook.com

We held our first Restaurant of the Month (RoM) event for 2017 on
January 13 at Olives Mediterranean Grill in Arlington, and dinner was
fantastic! What a way to start the new year! Fifteen members and 2
guests arrived, for a total of 17 diners. The food was great, filling and
warm for that chilly evening. I would definitely like to return there with
or without the club!

Fun at Olives

We’ll meet for our February RoM event on Friday, February 10, at
7:00 pm, at Italianni’s Restaurant, 1601 Precinct Line Rd., Hurst,
TX, right off 121/183. Locally owned and operated, Italianni’s believes
“that dining out should still be an experience, rather than just a meal.
From using only the freshest
ingredients and cooking
everything from scratch, to
knowing [their] customers’
names and preferences, [they] take great pride in . . . [their] product.”
Italianni’s features a variety of Italian cuisine, including pizza and
flatbreads, ravioli, fettuccine Alfredo, and chicken parmigiana, as
well as steaks and seafood. They also offer gluten-free selections.
Come join us at Italianni’s on February 10, and enjoy a taste of Italy!
As always, if any of you have a favorite place to eat (other than your mom’s kitchen, which is always good),
let me know. I want to thank the members who have helped me to make such great picks for our RoM
events. Keep in mind that all of our activities, whether diving, dining, or both, are great opportunities to not
only fellowship but to also invite guests and potential Diving Rebels to join us.
Please let us know that you’re planning to attend the February RoM by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, February
8. Just respond by signing up for the event at the February membership meeting; accepting your invitation to
the RoM on the club’s Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/96073813073/); or contacting me
directly by email (social@divingrebels.org or fifeandthistle@outlook.com) or phone (253-219-6074).
Bon appétit!
Cathy McWilliams
Social Coordinator
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Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest
February 25–26, 2017
Steve “Oggie” Ogden

The Diving Rebels will join with the Scubadillos, the Texas Tortugas (Adventure Scuba’s dive club), and
any other interested divers and nondivers for the annual Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest on February
25–26, 2017. This event will take place at the Marietta Landing campground area at Lake Murray State Park,
about 24 miles north of the Texas border and 7 miles northeast of Marietta, OK.
There will be a number of activities associated with the outing. For those hardy souls with thick wet suits
and with dry suits, the pool (lake) will be open for diving. We’ll dive on an ad hoc basis, with no certain
times scheduled for diving. Talk to other Diving Rebels or Scubadillos who will be diving, and coordinate
your dive schedule with them.
As in previous years, we’ll have a silent auction throughout the day on Saturday during which participants
can bid on that item that is missing from their dive gear inventory or that is needed for a backup. If you have
gear that has been lying dormant in your garage or storage shed and you’d like to have your dive club reap
the revenue gained by the sale of that item, please consider donating it for the silent auction. We’ll note the
donor’s club on each item, and that club will receive the money generated by the sale. You can bring items
on Saturday, February 25, or, if you won’t be able to attend the outing but would like to donate nonetheless,
you can bring them to the February dive club meetings or contact me at (214) 641-6013 to arrange for them
to be picked up. We anticipate that, as in past years, we’ll have some great items in the auction provided by
one or more dive shops. Any unsold items will be rolled into the raffle drawing that we hold in the evening,
which will also provide some great diving-related treasures for the taking. The raffle will also include dive
shop gift certificates; other general use dive-related items; and, as a special prize, an annual pass to Clear
Springs Scuba Park valued at $350.
After a hiatus of a few years, Elizabeth Neumann will again be coordinating Saturday dinner, which we’ll
plan to serve at approximately 5:00 pm; she’ll provide the main dish of pulled pork, and the club will
provide side dishes and dessert. To assist in meal planning and preparation, we’re asking attendees to
purchase tickets. Through February 20, each ticket costs $10. After that date and at the event, each
ticket costs $15. You can obtain a ticket at the February club meetings and also by contacting me at (214)
641-6013. I’ll hold your ticket if you can give me a firm commitment for attendance.
After dinner, we’ll start our wine and cheese contest. So scour your wine cellar or favorite liquor store to
bring your best/worst red and white wines that will be judged by an erudite panel of vintner wannabes who
will closely taste and scrutinize the entries for bouquet, flavor, clarity, and all such hoity-toity wine things.
We’ll award “winner” gift certificates for first prize for the best red and white wines. We’ll also award a
“loser” gift certificate for the worst wine. After the wine contest, we’ll choose the best cheese, and the
winner will also win a gift certificate (no entries for worst cheese, please!!). We need judges for both
contests, so if you are not a contest participant or related to a contest participant and would like to judge,
please let me know.
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Assuming and hoping that there won’t be a fire ban, we’ll plan to have a rip-roaring bonfire going most of
the day and well into the night. So if you have some wood/old fencing that you would like to rid yourself of,
please consider bringing it along. I plan to bring my typical trailer load of wood.
Those wishing to spend the night at the park have several options. Rooms at the Lake Murray Lodge as well
as cabins are available for rental. To reserve a cabin or a room at the lodge, call toll free (800) 257-0322 or
direct line (580) 223-6600 (Lake Murray State Park http://www.stateparks.com/lake_murray.html). Trailer
and tent camping is available on a first come, first served basis. The three maps below provide directions to
Lake Murray and the Marietta Landing campground.

Marietta Landing

Marietta Landing

Marietta Landing
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Clear Springs Polar Bear Dive Report
January 1, 2017
Jeff Bennett

The Diving Rebels Scuba Club held its first outing of 2017 on New Year’s Day as we participated in Clear
Springs Scuba Park’s (CSSP’s) 16th Annual Polar Bear Dive! I’d like to thank everyone who came out to
support the club. It was a nice day, with air temperatures in the 60s and water surface temperatures in the
mid-50s; the water was cold, but refreshing. As usual, we had a good turnout, and we continued our winning
streak as “Best Represented Dive Club” as we took home that prize for the sixth consecutive year! And
Travis Wells won the “Beary Long Driving Award” for traveling the longest distance to dive.
Let’s continue our winning ways at CSSP’s 17th Annual Polar Bear Dive in 2018!
Hail to the Victors!
The Diving Rebels Receiving the Award for “Best Represented Dive Club”
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The Three Amigos!!
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Spring Lake Dive Authorization Course Report
Terry Crippen

San Marcos, TX—the San Marcos River and Spring Lake! What can
be said? Great place, outstanding underwater visibility, abundant and
friendly fish and turtles, with a little Texas history to boot. Diving
Rebels Scuba Club members Penny Johnson, Bill Nash, and I
attended Texas State University’s (TSU’s)/The Meadows Center for
Water and the Environment’s Spring Lake Dive Authorization Course
(DAC) on Saturday, January 21, 2017. Our instructors, Erica
Brumleve and Scott Cameron, clearly wanted us to develop a passion
for Spring Lake like they have.
The DAC covered:
 Buoyancy control
 Situational awareness
 General diving skills

DAC Graduates
Penny Johnson and Terry Crippen

In addition to diving skills, the course featured Spring Lake’s history
from its original Native American inhabitants to General Burleson to the current TSU program headed by
Taylor Heard, the Spring Lake Diving Coordinator. The DAC also covered the geology of the area,
highlighted by its 200 springs that bubble up from the Edwards Aquifer, and ongoing conservation efforts.

We spent half the day in class going over the course material—history; archeology; geology; and, most
importantly, the endangered species endemic to Spring Lake that we as good divers strive to protect. Eight
students attended the class, three Diving Rebels and five instructors and divemasters.
The second half of the day was “gloves and fins on, masks on, and jump into Spring Lake” for a diving skills
assessment. We started at the Training Area and tested our buoyancy skills by literally swimming through
hoops: three 4' x 4' diamond-shaped PVC hoops placed at different depths. We were then required to move a
4-pound weight from one platform to another platform about 20 feet away while maintaining control of our
buoyancy. I never face-planted or corked up by the way. After we passed all of those skills, the fun finally
began! Erica and Scott, assisted by divemasters Cristal and José, took us on an underwater tour of Areas 7
(Riverbed), 8 (Catfish Hotel), and 9 (Deep Hole). I enjoyed the course and the tour, but as usual, I ran out of
air and had to get out of the water sooner than I wanted to.
If you haven’t taken the DAC, I highly recommend it. With its year-round water temperatures of
approximately 66–72°F, outstanding visibility, abundant aquatic life, and unique history, Spring Lake offers
some of the best freshwater diving in Texas. However, in order to protect Spring Lake’s sensitive
environment, only Open Water divers with a minimum of 20 logged dives beyond their training dives who
have passed the DAC are eligible to dive there. Once you’ve passed the course, you can dive in Spring Lake
for free as a volunteer diver for The Meadows Center for Water and the Environment. Volunteers use their
own equipment to perform a variety of assigned tasks, such as underwater “grounds keeping.” For more
information about the DAC and volunteer diving, check out the Dive Authorization Course page on The
Meadows Center for Water and the Environment’s website: http://www.meadowscenter.txstate.edu/.
In closing, I’d like to give a special “thank you” to my dive buddy and girlfriend, Cathy McWilliams;
without her help on my diving skills, I would never have successfully completed the course!
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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