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Events and Outings at a Glance, Member News!
President’s Letter
Diving Rebels Tyler State Park Outing
Restaurant of the Month  April
Dive the Desert
Summer Fun in Belize: July 2016
Dive Florida: September 10–17
Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest Report
March Restaurant of the Month Report
The Blue Lagoon Report
Club Sponsors

http://www.divingrebels.org/
or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:
info@divingrebels.org

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

April Meeting Program

Jason Wright, a volunteer with Project Baseline, will discuss
his efforts and strategy to document water quality conditions in
Lake Murray and how local divers can become involved in that
effort. Project Baseline, a grassroots, environmental
conservation initiative, works by organizing and mobilizing a
global network of highly skilled and passionate divers to create
a lasting visual legacy of underwater environmental conditions
one photo and one video at a time. Their images, descriptions,
and data are moved into an online database designed to render
their observations accessible to the world and create a baseline
for environmental quality. When stitched together, those
images create a time lapse representation of how water quality
is changing over time. For more information, see
http://www.projectbaseline.org/.

Upcoming Events Calendar
Apr 15–17
Apr 22
May 27–30
June 24–26
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Tyler State Park
Restaurant of the Month: Istanbul Grill
Balmorhea State Park
Midyear Outing, Clear Springs Scuba Park

Birthdays

Here’s a Diving Rebels shoutout for our Activities
Director, Jeff Bennett, on his earning his SSI Master
Diver certification with the following specialties: Stress
& Rescue, Altitude Diving, Nitrox, Perfect Buoyancy,
and Science of Diving.
It’s always great to see our members further their
knowledge of diving by not only actively participating in
club dive outings but also continuing their scuba
education by completing advanced classes.
Good going, Jeff!!

Apr 04
Apr 06
Apr 07
Apr 13
Apr 18
Apr 20
Apr 23
Apr 26
Apr 26

Elizabeth Neumann
Gene Moren
Michele Estill
Chau Barentine
Scott McGarvey
Darrell Barabash
Linda Magnuson
Kelly Barentine
Michelle Jenkins

Anniversaries
Apr 04
Apr 14
Apr 26

Steve and Selena Woodward
Gary and Penny Johnson
Johnny and Connie Griffin

Did we miss/make an error with your special date?
If so, it’s either not included or incorrect in our
database.
Contact Steve Ogden to update/correct your
information!

Qualify to Dive Spring Lake in San Marcos!

From the Senior Board Member . . .
March Fashion Frenzy Report
During the March meeting, your fellow Diving
Rebels placed nine orders for $280 worth of
merchandise and purchased approximately $40
worth of tee shirts and decals. Thanks for your
support of the club through the purchase of
Diving Rebels merchandise!

Like this picture?
If you do and you think that you would like to dive in
such beautiful, clear water, you need to sign up for the
Diver Authorization Course (DAC) that certifies you to
dive Spring Lake at The Meadows Center for Water and
the Environment in San Marcos, TX. Since this unique
inland lake contains plants and animals found nowhere
else in the world and that could be harmed by hordes of
once-a-year divers, certification via the DAC is required
to dive there. We’re holding ongoing discussions with
the Meadows Center regarding upcoming dates for DAC
training for Diving Rebels Scuba Club members, and a
sign-up sheet will be available at the April membership
meeting for those who are interested in taking the class.
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DRIFT Points Program
DRIFT points leaders as of the March meeting
were:
Travis Wells 17
Jim Magnuson 12
Lisa Craft 11
Sharon Harris 11
Note that these totals are unofficial pending
updates from the outing coordinators. Another
reminder—if you bring a guest to an outing,
please note that on the guest sign-up sheet. I
will update the guest sheet to note that the
visitor is a “guest of” that member. Also,
please remember to print or sign legibly on the
sign-up sheets. If I can’t read a name, I won’t
be able to award the appropriate DRIFT
points.
Mark Stonebridge

President’s Letter

Aloha!
I hope all had a wonderful Easter.
Spring is here maybe, maybe not! Maybe! Maybe not! Hot! Cold! Hot! Cold! I think it is Spring’s April
Fool’s joke of 2016. The good thing is, we have yet to have an outing rained out. Yeah!!!! I know—I just
blew it!
This year’s Artic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest went off on time—thank you Mother Nature and Old Man
Winter!
It’s time for the Tyler State Park outing and other events that arrive with the changing of the seasons. DO
NOT miss out with gear that plays a late April’s Fool’s joke and doesn’t work once you’re on site; make sure
you have fresh batteries in computers and torches, “O” rings replaced and spares available, and regulators and
tanks inspected. Don’t forget to pick up some extra “O” rings, maybe an air supply line or two, and mask
strap and snorkel rings; finally, put together a small kit of the tools you might need to make on-site repairs
that will keep you in the water.
All of the pre-trip inspections add up to what Jerry Seinfeld once said about diving,
“. . . another great activity where your main goal is to ‘Not Die.’”
Please remember the dive shops that support the Diving Rebels throughout the year for your parts and tank
inspections.
Please be sure that you read the whole The Rebel Yell for information about future outings and what has
become the really popular Restaurant of the Month (RoM) event. Like our dive outings, the RoM is a great
time to meet other Diving Rebels in a less formal setting.
Make sure to leave your calendar open for the Balmorhea Diving and Star Party in May and our Midyear
Outing at Clear Springs Scuba Park in June.
Mahalo!
Allen
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Diving Rebels
Tyler State Park Outing
Meet your fellow Diving Rebels at Tyler State Park on April 15–17 for a weekend of fun, food, and diving
at this great park located at 789 Park Road 16, Tyler, TX 75706, phone (903) 597-5338
(http://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/tyler).
Tyler State Park is located near the western edge of the Pineywoods ecoregion, near its border with the Post
Oak Savannah ecoregion. As a result, plants from both ecoregions grow in the park.
This area is in the Sabine River Basin. Civilian Conservation Corps workers created the lake by damming an
unnamed creek that begins at Beauchamp Springs (you can see this on the Whispering Pines Nature Trail).
Water from the lake’s spillway eventually flows into Saline Creek, a major tributary of the Sabine.
Tyler State Park is a great place to dive, swim, hike, fish, or camp—just about anything you’d want to do
outdoors. The park has a daily entrance fee of $6.00 for adults, with no charge for children 12 years and
under. Since the lake is part of the park, you don’t need a license to fish there from shore, and you can try
your luck catching crappie, perch, catfish or bass. The park has three fishing piers and a boat ramp. They
also loan fishing rods, reels, and tackle boxes as part of the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department’s Tackle
Loaner Program.
The club is planning several fun events for the outing, including games, diving, and a meal share. Specific
details concerning activities, times, and meeting places should be available at the April membership meeting;
information will also be posted online on the Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s Facebook page, so check there
often for updates (https://www.facebook.com/groups/96073813073/).

Join us at Tyler State Park!!!
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Restaurant of the Month  April

Where:
Address:
When:
Phone:
Web:
Email:

Istanbul Grill
6204 S. Cooper St., Arlington, TX
Friday, April 22, 2016, at 7:00 pm
(817) 557-3377
http://istanbulgrilltx.com/index.html
Cathy McWilliams at social@divingrebels.org or fifeandthistle@outlook.com

Come join us on Friday, April 22, at 7:00 pm as the Diving Rebels meet at Istanbul Grill, located at 6204
S. Cooper St., Arlington, TX 76001. (Since this Restaurant of the Month date doesn’t conflict with the club’s
Tyler State Park outing, you can make plans to attend both events!)
Istanbul Grill is a BYOB “Turkish/Mediterranean” restaurant that features
Mediterranean specialties, including a variety of lamb, beef, chicken, and seafood
dishes as well as hot and cold appetizers, vegetarian dishes, and soups and salads. So
bring your appetite, your favorite adult beverage, and your wallet, and partake of
some of their exotic fare with your fellow Diving Rebels!
Please let us know that you’re planning to join us by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, April
20. Just respond by signing up for the event at the April membership meeting. You
can also respond by inserting a comment in the announcement of the April
Restaurant of the Month event on the Diving Rebels Scuba Club Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/96073813073/?ref=br_tf) indicating that you’re
coming and including your name and the number of attendees; by responding to the Istanbul Grill Meetup
invitation; or by contacting me directly by email (social@divingrebels.org or fifeandthistle@outlook.com) or
phone (253-219-6074) to let me know that you’re coming.
Remember that you can earn DRIFT points by attending club events such as the Restaurant of the Month;
however, we can’t award you the proper credit if we can’t read your name on the event attendance/sign-up
sheets, so PLEASE write or print your name legibly!
Bon Appetit and Happy Bubbles!
Cathy McWilliams
Social Coordinator
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Come join your fellow Diving Rebels at Balmorhea State Park on May 27–30 for a great weekend of
diving fun in the high desert country of Reeves County! As the following pictures taken during club outings
in 2011 and 2014 show, the country around Balmorhea is absolutely beautiful and well worth the trip, even if
you take terrific diving out of the equation!

\\
Sunrise about 6:45 am

Sunrise about 6:45 am

Sunrise about 6:45 am

Sunrise about 7:00 am

Sunrise about 7:00 am

Flowers along Trail

One of the Park Canals

Catfish in a Park Canal

Davis Mountains behind Park Pond
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Restored Cienega (Spring-Fed
Wetland Area) Created in 1990s to
Replace Habitat Removed during Pool
Construction in 1930s

Another View of the Cienega

Barn Swallow Resting on a Clothes
Rack outside Motel Room

Barn Swallow with Nest-Building
Material

Fledgling Great Horned Owl

Diving Rebels Campsite

Another Diving Rebels Campsite

Central Camp and Cook Site

Relaxing at Central Camp Site

Preparing to Dive

Kelly and Danny Undergoing Dive
Prep

Small Telescope Housing Units at
McDonald Observatory
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Flowers at McDonald Observatory

Large Research Telescope Housing
Structures at McDonald Observatory

Sunset at McDonald Observatory

Saturday Breakfast

Saturday Breakfast

On the Road to the McDonald Observatory

On the Road to the McDonald Observatory

On the Road to the McDonald Observatory

Research Telescopes on the Road to the
McDonald Observatory
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Diving Rebels Tents

Diving Rebels Campsite

Diving Rebels Relaxing

Picnic Area Near Pool

Diving Board Area of the Pool

Diving Board Area of the Pool

Pool Area Where We Dive

Pool Area Where We Dive

Pool Area Where We Dive

Pool Area Where We Dive

Shallow Area of Pool

Shallow Area of Pool
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Father and Daughter

Information Sign

Information Sign

Dinner in the Courtyard of Cueva de Oso

Dinner in the Courtyard of Cueva de Oso

Courtyard of Cueva de Oso

Courtyard of Cueva de Oso

Courtyard of Cueva de Oso

After Dinner at Cueva de Oso

Cueva de Oso sign

Balmorhea Pasture at Sunset

Balmorhea Canal
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Sunrise over the Restored Cienega

Just after Sunrise over the Restored
Cienega

Just after Sunrise over the Restored
Cienega

Cienega Reflections

Campground Canal

Campground Canal

Cienega from the Viewing Deck

Soft-Shell Turtle Fishing

Campground Canal in front of Lodge

Early Morning Clouds on the Davis
Mountains

Lesser Scaup on a Morning Swim

Lesser Scaup Preening
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Summer Fun in Belize: July 2016

The Diving Rebels Scuba Club
Invites You
On a Trip to
Ambergris Caye
Belize
July 2–July 9, 2016
Ramon’s Village

Nine people have signed up for this trip, and the deadline is approaching. As of Friday, April 1, round-trip
airfare from DFW to Belize was $584.00.
Note: A $300 deposit will hold your spot, with the balance due on May 15, 2016.
See the Diving Rebels website at http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php/info/17/186-belize2015.html for specific
information about the trip.
Splash in the cerulean waters of the Western Caribbean from the sparkling white sand beach, and view the second
largest barrier reef on earth just 400 yards from the resort. Experience the bountiful hospitality of the people of Belize,
and see why so many guests return year after year to stay at Ramon’s Village Resort. You’ll be ready to come back
too!
Belize attracts divers from around the world because of its spectacular dive sites, and the Ramon’s Village Divers dock
is the perfect launching point for any underwater excursion. From exploring Jacques Cousteau’s world-famous Blue
Hole to the enjoyment of the undersea wonders of Turneffe and Lighthouse Reef, to the incredible beauty of Hol Chan
Marine Reserve and the unforgettable heart-pounding adventure of “swimming with the sharks” at Shark Ray Alley,
you’ll never see anything like this again. There truly is an extraordinary collection of God’s spectacular trophies in His
underwater showcase of wonderful things in Belize.
The room types that remain available are:
Jungle Deluxe (Garden view)
Seaside Standard
Seaside Deluxe
Poolside Deluxe
Poolside Premier – King
Beachfront

SOLD OUT
2 doubles available
2 doubles available
1 double available
1 available
1 available
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Dive Florida: September 10–17
Join your fellow Diving Rebels in Florida, September 10–17, as we enjoy a week of diving in Fort
Lauderdale!

See Allen Bothwell for more details, or contact him at president@divingrebels.org.
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Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest Report
Steve “Oggie” Ogden

The annual Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest joint outing was conducted by the Diving Rebels and the
Scubadillos at the Marietta Landing campground in Lake Murray State Park in south central Oklahoma on
February 27–28, 2016. This year’s event was memorable for several reasons. First, the weather was
spectacular—a gorgeous sunny day with temperatures in the mid 70s, in stark contrast to the blizzard
conditions we experienced during the same weekend a year ago, which resulted in the event’s being
postponed until July. Additionally, we established an all-time record for attendance, as 75 folks turned out
for the event. We also did very well from a financial standpoint, netting over $1,200 after expenses. And,
finally, we had a record number of entrants for the wine and cheese contests—but more about that later.
Although the weather had been pretty mild before the event, the water in Lake Murray was still pretty chilly;
nonetheless, a handful of divers braved the cold water and took the plunge for a dive. According to those
who ventured into the water, vis was only so-so.
A large number of mostly scuba-related items were available for the silent auction. The majority of the items
were scuba gear purchased last year by the Diving Rebels for about 10 cents on the dollar from the closure of
the Extreme Scuba dive shop. Other items represented donations from both Diving Rebel and Dillo
participants. Raffle tickets were also sold for drawings for any unbid silent auction items as well as for
additional ScubaToys–donated items and gift certificates. The grand prize item was a two-for-one certificate
for a week’s stay at the Utopia Resort on Utila, generously donated by Paul Avenant, the new owner of
Utopia. The certificate was won by our own Connie Griffin, who had predicted earlier in the evening that
she would win. So Johnny and Connie will be heading to Utila later this year.
Sharon Harris really stepped up again this year and provided a wonderful pulled pork dinner complete with
various side dishes and wonderful desserts. Sharon’s parents, Jerry and Dorothy Bartz, assisted and served
as excellent hosts. If anyone went away hungry, it was certainly their own fault as there was an abundance of
food.
As previously mentioned, we had a record number of entrants in the wine and cheese contests. A total of 24
red wines, 11 white wines, and 27 cheeses were entered and judged. The six judges bravely faced the
demanding challenge of tasting that many wines and remaining reasonably coherent. Kelly Barentine won
the prize for the best red wine in a close contest, and Kevin Campbell took honors with his winning white
wine. Tina Caron’s entry topped 26 other best cheese entrants to claim this year’s best cheese prize. Each
winner received a ScubaToys $50 “congratulations” gift certificate.
The race to the bottom for worst wine was won by none other than our president, Allen Bothwell. Most of us
felt that a really nasty red wine entered by Ted Glodowski that he found unopened in a storage shed would
bring home that award, but somehow Allen’s awful white wine squeaked past by a single point. At least
neither of these entrants was anywhere near the awful nastiness of last year’s worst wine entered by Vic
Eizenga of the Dillos. For his efforts, Allen received a ScubaToys $25 “regrets” gift certificate.
The wonderful warm weather we experienced during the day continued into the evening. Even so, we kept
the bonfire burning at a good rate until everyone drifted off to their tents, RVs, cabins, etc. for the night. By
the following morning, most of the wood had been burned. and we thoroughly doused the fire with copious
amounts of water before breaking camp.
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I’d like to thank all of you who participated in the outing for helping this year’s Arctic Dive/Wine and
Contest maintain its tradition as one of our most successful events. You can tell from the following photos,
that everyone who attended had a great time at Lake Murray!

Wood Pile Waiting to Be Burned

Diving Rebels and Dillos Members around Fire

Silent Auction Items

More Silent Auction Items

Diving Rebels and Dillos in Line for Dinner
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Diving Rebels and Dillos Waiting for Dinner

Lots of Desserts

Danny Barentine Filling His Plate

Diving Rebels and Dillos Getting Their Wines Ready

Oggie and Jim Organizing the Wines to Be Judged

Vernon, Jim, and Oggie Discussing Wine Tasting Scoring

Vernon, Oggie, and Gena Performing Wine Tasting
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Wine and Cheese Contest Entries

Kelly Barentine – Winner of Best Red Wine

Allen Bothwell – Winner (Loser) of Worst Wine

Kevin Campbell – Winner of Best White Wine

Tina Caron – Winner of Best Cheese

Diving Rebels and Dillos Relaxing by the Bonfire
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March Restaurant of the Month Report
Cathy McWilliams

We had a great turnout on March 11 for our Restaurant of the Month event at J. Gilligan’s Bar & Grill—26
members and 4 guests joined us, for a total of 30 people! Among our attendees were some visitors who
learned about the activity from our items on Meetup and Facebook, which was an added plus. The
atmosphere was great, the food was good, and the company was terrific. If you couldn’t make it, you missed
out on a great evening.
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The Blue Lagoon Report
Jeff Bennett

I’d like to thank everyone who joined us at The Blue Lagoon in Huntsville March 19–20. Thirteen Diving
Rebels came out for the event, most of them camped out at the site. We had a change in location this year, on
the other side of the lagoon right across from where we had gone before. Everyone who came said that the
site this year was better than the old spot. And there were other improvements as well— the owner of The
Blue Lagoon has moved his dive shop to the park, so there is a new store and service now on-site.
The diving was awesome, with vis about 10 to 15 feet, and we found some items on the bottom that we
hadn’t seen before. One favorite was an old wagon, with “skeletons” of a dog and an old-timer—it will be
great for the Halloween Pumpkin Carving contest in October!
I’d also like to thank the owners and employees of The Blue Lagoon for all their support. We had an
awesome time. And I’d also like to thank Kevin Schuck for doing breakfast on Sunday morning; it made for
a great start for the day.
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Why We Dive . . .
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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