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MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday – April 2, 2014
Humperdinks, 700 Six Flags Rd, Arlington, TX
6:30pm Social 7:15pm Meeting
What’s Inside?
Pg 2 Events and Outings at a Glance, Member News!
Pg 3 Presidents Report
Pg 4 Fashion Frenzy!
Pg 5 Tyler State Park April Outing
Pg 7 Swap Meet
Pg 8 Utila, Honduras Trip
Pg 9 Gulf Oil Rig / Mammoth Lake September Outing
Pg 10 February Arctic Dive Trip Report
Pg 14 Blue Lagoon Trip Report
Pg 16 April Restaurant of the Month
Pg 17 March Social Outing and Restaurant of the Month Report
Pg 20 Club Sponsors

WWW.DIVINGREBELS.ORG
or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:
info@divingrebels.org

April Meeting Program
Are you Prepared?
Sunscape Resort and Diving in Curacao
By Danny Bouska

Join us for the Diving at Tyler State Park
April 11-13
More Details in this Newsletter!

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Apr
Apr
Apr
May
May

2
4
11-13
3
24-26

Member Meeting
Restaurant of the Month
Tyler State Park
Scuba Swap Meet
Balmorhea State Park

A great set of dive outings planned for 2014, so Join us at the Member
Meetings and Keep Watching the Web Site Calendar!
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Congratulations to Kevin Campbell who won
Last month’s secret phrase drawing
“Life is one long process of getting tired.”
By Samuel Butler
Submit the Secret Phrase at the Next Member Meeting,
and Win a Prize!
Find a famous phrase consisting of words spelled
backwards throughout this newsletter, and enter it at the
next Member Meeting for a Cool Prize!

Join us for a Rebel Tradition!
Tyler State Park on
April 11-13

Birthdays
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

04
04
06
07
12
13
19
23
26

Sharon Harris
Elizabeth Neumann
Gene Moren
Michele Estill
James Taylor
Hongchau (Chau) Barentine
Karen Kuxler
Linda Magnuson
Kelly Barentine

Anniversaries
Apr 04 Steven and Selena Woodward
Apr 19 Greg and Kelly Gray
Did we miss your special date? If so, it’s not in our database.
Contact Danny Barentine to update your info!

A fun weekend of camping and diving!
More Details In this Newsletter

Sign-up Deadline Approaching
For Utila, Honduras
June 28 – July 5, 2014

Save the Date!
Join us for Diving and Stargazing
At Balmorhea State Park
Memorial Day Weekend
May 24-26

Reduced Deposit of $250
to Hold Your Spot!
More Details In this Newsletter

Welcome to Jeff Nelson
Our newest member
Of our 81 member Diving Rebel Clan

More Details Coming Soon!
!

Is your Membership
Information
Up-To-Date?

Interested in Diving the Rigs?
August 29 – September 1, 2014
Please sign up and
pay your non-refundable deposit of $150
to Hold Your Spot by April 15!

We need this on file in case of an
Emergency
Please see Danny Barentine to review and
update your personal data and to pick up
your membership / air fill cards

More Details In this Newsletter

Coming Soon!
Pay your Dues Online

Fashion Frenzy!
Coming in May

Be on the Lookout for More Details
Next Month!

More Details In this Newsletter
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President’s Report
I was hoping for an early spring this year to warm the waters at local dive
locations but Old Man Winter just won’t give up! Remember that for most of
us, our dive gear has been sitting in a closet since last fall or summer and as
we start preparing to go diving, remember to check it thoroughly before
heading out to the lake or on that dive trip so there are no surprises when
putting your gear together or entering the water.
How many of you have taken your lawn mower or line trimmer to the repair
shop this time of year only to find out that it lliw be a month before they can get to it. Getting your equipment
serviced at the area dive shops may be a lot like the dnamed at local mower and yard equipment repair shops. The
same thing can occur with your dive shop, as they are also busy working on regulators and BCD’s, which could
have been brought in during the winter. Don’t wait until a week or a few days before you need your dive
equipment to take it into the dive shop or you may just be staying dry while everyone else is getting wet. We all
think of our dive gear when getting ready to start the dive season or go on a blue water dive trip, but there is
something else we should all be thinking about and it has nothing to do with gear. I’m not going to go into detail
here, but this subject will be part of the Monthly Meeting topic on April 2nd. You’ll have to come to the meeting
to find out what else should be considered as we think about “being prepared”.
While you are digging out your dive gear for the season, when you come across gear that you don’t use anymore
or have an excess amount of, why not cash in on that gear. The Diving Rebels will be hosting the 2nd DFW Area
Scuba Gear Swap Meet on May 3rd in the vacant lot next to Humperdinks. This is your opportunity to get rid of
that unused gear or possibly find gear that you need. Additional information is in this newsletter and on the Club’s
website.
Speaking of getting wet, a group hit the waters of The Blue Lagoon in last weekend and the water temps were still
in the upper 50’s but they did have excellent visibility. Your next chance to get wet is one of my favorite outings at
Tyler State Park. Make sure to read the articles on these outings elsewhere in the newsletter for additional
information on what happened and what will happen at the outings!
The Board has a wide variety of social and diving activities planned this year. Sign up early for each outing and
especially on the dive outings participate in the meal share, which can make for inexpensive meals. With everyone
sharing the cost of the meals, the cost comes down considerably when compared to if you were to go to the store
and purchase all the meal fixings for yourself or your family plus the great cooks we have in the Club can show off
for those in attendance!
Outing Coordinators and Meal Coordinators are needed for each outing. It’s not hard and there is plenty of help so
don’t be afraid to volunteer to coordinate an outing or be a meal coordinator.
The Board and I are excited about the upcoming outings and dive opportunities and look forward to diving with
you.
Get ready, Get Set, DIVE!
Danny
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DIVING REBELS
MAY FASHION
During the May 7th Member Meeting we will have Rebel Wear samples
that everyone can view and order. You can also purchase the samples
that day if the size / color works for you!

Come prepared to pick out your favorite piece of Rebel gear to show off at
the monthly meetings (and avoid the dreaded non-wear fine!). Show
support for your club at all of the Rebel outings! We will have a variety of
items to look over so mark your calendar and donʼt miss this event.

Bring your checkbook for this one.
Items ordered will require a 50% Deposit before I can order.
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DIVING REBELS
ANNUAL TYLER STATE PARK OUTING
Coordinators: Kelly Barentine & Tina Caron
Fellow and future divers, no greater fun can be had than at the annual April outing at Tyler State Park, April
11-13. If you have not had the chance to get your gear wet lately, then your chance to dip your fin in the
water will take place at the Tyler S.P. outing located at 789 Park Road 16, Tyler, TX 75706-3630 PH (903)
597-5338.
What diving conditions can you expect?
Generally moderate temperatures about of about 70-72 degrees (based on past diving averages) with
visibility of about 20’ or more above 12’ (again, based on past dives). The depth of the lake is about 20-23
feet so one tank will last some people all weekend, but you may want to bring two filled tanks. Please be
aware that there is not any place local to fill a tank so make sure you bring them already filled and plenty of
tanks to last all the dives you want to make. This year's outing event will once again be a SCAVENGER
HUNT. We've made up a list of things we think you are likely to find in the lake, and points will be awarded
for each item recovered. Prizes will be awarded for the highest total points scored! Also: There will be a
small prize for the most unusual item found and brought to the campsite.
What can I hope to see?
You will see a variety of fish but mainly bass who are spawning. You will see turtles and other aquatic life.
Above water will be a variety of fowl, raccoons and squirrels. You may even get lucky and see a deer or two
depending on if you venture on the trails around the lake.
What weather conditions might you expect?
Folks, this is Texas so your guess is as good as mine! Keep an eye on the weather man and remember, when
diving you are already wet so what does it matter? If you are tent camping, remember it can get chilly at
night. Think about bringing some of those little heat packs – you can get larger sizes that will really heat up
your sleeping bag and keep your toes toasty warm! Also if you could bring a piece of wood or two for the
fire that would be great!
What will we do when we are not diving?
We will hang out, talk about past and future adventures, and eat good food. In addition to all this fun, Tyler
State Park does offer the option to rent paddleboats, canoes and small (oar driven) fishing boats. Who can
imagine a trip to the state park without trying to hctac a fish? *Remember that you do not have to have a
fishing license to fish while in the state park. We have already mentioned that there will be a SCAVENGER
HUNT to find items below and above the water. You must have a buddy to dive with to participate. Do not
worry as there is always someone to dive with.
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When can I show pu, how long can I stay and where will everyone be?
You can show up any time after 2:00pm on Friday, April 11th and check out will be 2:00 pm Sunday, April
13th. We will have some Rebels at the park early on Friday to claim our sites in Lakeview, but according to
park rules we cannot set up until 2:00pm unless it is not currently occupied. We will not know what sites we
will have until the day of the outing, but just ask the Park Rangers and they should be able to help you. Look
for the famous Diving Rebels banner. These sites in Lakeview have water and electricity so we should be
pretty comfortable!
OK! All the above is great but what about the food?
Well I am glad you asked that question, I cannot believe it took you this long. It will go like this:
Friday-Fend for yourself
Saturday- Meal share for Breakfast: Coordinator Needed, Lunch: Coordinator Needed, and Dinner:
Coordinator Needed
Sunday-Coordinator Needed
Items Worthy of Mention:
1. Coordinators are reimbursed for cost minus the amount of Meal Share. “Be Advised” that the
Treasurer is not required to be at the outing so reimbursement may have to be done at the next
Member Meeting or a check mailed to you by the Treasurer.
2. The cost for the Outing is a flat cost, regardless of how many meals you enjoy. The reason is cost of
the sites are rolled into the food expenses along with any other expenses incurred by the Coordinators
for that outing, including prizes. The amount allowed by the Club Budget is then deducted from the
total and divided among all the attendees!
3. If you are a meal coordinator please be aware of your expenses and try not to make your meals too
expensive but obviously reven sacrifice displaying your individuality or the meal’s good taste.
Well I am hooked but what is the cost?
Basically the cost for the outing will be relatively inexpensive. In past years generally you will pay $10-$15
per person. As I mentioned above that includes all meals, campsites and activities. **Note: You will need
to pay $5 per person per day to get into the state park; there is no way around that, but if you have a Texas
State Park Pass you won’t have to pay those fees. If you know of someone who has one, invite them along
and then get in free yourself!
We look forward to seeing everyone at the outing and know you will have a good time. Remember to
practice safe diving techniques as you always should and NEVER dive without a buddy! There are many of
us who are new to the diving world and look to all the seasoned divers to keep us in check and our ytiliba
sharp. Being a Diving Rebel should not be about breaking the rules but rebelling against complacency in
your diving skills.
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Diving Rebels Scuba Club
SATURDAY – May 3rd,
2014
700 Six Flags Rd
ARLINGTON, TEXAS
In the shadow of the Six Flags Over TX
Judge Roy Scream Roller Coaster!
Next to Humperdinks
10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Periodic Raffle Drawings
JUSTPrizes
GETTING
STARTED
Every
Hour & DON'T WANT TO SPEND AN ARM & A LEG ON SCUBA GEAR?
DOES RENTAL GEAR COST KEEP ADDING UP?
ARE YOU LOOKING FOR NEW OR USED SCUBA EQUIPMENT & DIVING ACCESSORIES?
DO YOU HAVE USED SCUBA GEAR & ACCESSORIES YOU NEED TO CLEAR OUT?

COME FIND A GREAT DEAL ON NEW AND USED EQUIPMENT!!!
OR

SELL OR TRADE YOUR GENTLY USED GEAR!!!
Spaces available for Dive Shops, Dive Clubs, Conservation Groups & Individuals
PLEASE REGISTER IN ADVANCE if you are selling as spaces may not be available on the day of the event!
For more information email swapmeet@divingrebels.org
Visit our website at www.divingrebels.org for Swap Meet Updates and Announcements
Please note: The Diving Rebels Scuba Club is not responsible for any transactions made during the SCUBA Gear Swap Meet & does not guarantee any items sold.· All transactions are between the buyer &
seller.· Buyers assume the risk for any injury or death caused by any equipment purchased at this swap meet.·· As with all used scuba equipment, life support items should be checked by a certified
professional before use.· All divers should receive the proper training before use, please dive responsibly!
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“Dive Utopia! The Bay Islands, Honduras”
With the Diving Rebels Scuba Club!!
"##$!%&!!'()#!*+!,!'(-.!/0!*123

!
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Dive, snorkel, spa and relax at Utopia Village.
Fly into Roatan, the largest of The Bay Islands or San
Pedro Sula and take an island hopper to Utila –HOME
OF THE WHALE SHARK! Get away from it all and
stay at this remote adventure resort located off the coast
of Honduras. Utopia’s greatest asset is the world-class
reef just at its front door. Divers will delight in the purple
sea fan gar- den, giant Stag Horn and Elk Horn coral
formations and the variety of marine life including
turtles, rays, lobster, Queen Angels and much more!

Dive Package: $1399 pp dbl occupancy
Non Diver:
$1299 pp dbl occupancy

Diver Package Includes:
• Choice of king or double full accommodations
• Round trip air transfers to Utila from Roatan or
San Pedro Sula
• Land/boat transfers to and from airport in Utila
• Welcome cocktail and appetizer
• Daily breakfast, lunch, three-course dinner and
snack designed by a four-star chef
• Coffee, tea, filtered water. Orange juice during
breakfast hours
• Sunday – Thursday, 2 tank morning boat dives
• Weekly scheduled night dive
• Complimentary shore diving
• Tanks, weights and belts

Full service PADI dive shop
• Unlimited shore diving
• Whale Sharks & Dolphin excursions
• Beachfront rooms and balconies
• Eco permitted resort

• Gear valet service
• Refreshments & towels on boat
• Private equipment room with oversized lockers
• Gear rentals & dive light rentals available

Contact: Danny Bouska at: diveutopia@divingrebels.org
for information & reservations
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Diving Rebel Labor Day Outing to
Gulf Oil Rig / Mammoth Lake
August 30 - September 1, 2014
Hold your Labor Day! We are in the preliminary stages of planning a trip
to Mammoth Lake, and with that we have made contact htiw a dive
charter for day trips to some of the Oil Rigs in the Gulf. Mammoth Lake is a fresh water dive lake in Lake
Jackson, Texas (southwest of Houston). It gets its name from a former archeological dig at the site, and is
now flooded as a Scuba Park. There are more than 70 scuba diving wrecks sunk in Mammoth Lake, ranging
from a military C-130 cargo plane, fire trucks, and the remnants of Houston’s famous theme park
AstroWorld in depths up to 60 feet. Entrance fees for Mammoth Lake are $20 per day for Divers, with $10
for tent camping for those that are interested.
Adding to this trip, we are talking with a Dive Charter for day trips to some of the Oil Rigs or Wrecks
offshore. These dives will be on the Carolyn Jane - run by Ultra Dive. The boat only takes 6 divers, but we
would be taking it for two days, so we can get a total of 12 divers offshore. These would be two tank dives
on each day. Cost for this portion of the trip is approximately $275 per diver (per day if you go both days).
Sign-up sheets are already available for those interested. We need to reserve eht boat since this is a popular
weekend. Please sign-up by April 15, and pay your non-refundable deposit of $150 to hold your spot.
Links:
http://mammothlakewaterpark.com/
http://www.ultradive.com/

!

!!!
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FEBRUARY 2014 OUTING

This year’s Arctic Dive & Wine and Cheese Party joint Diving Rebels /
Scubadillo outing was again held at the Marietta Landing campground in Lake
Murray State Park in south central Oklahoma. And with the February 22 date,
we were again in competition with the Texas Dive Show, held this year at the
Arlington Convention Center on both Saturday and Sunday. Because of dive show set-up and teardown
responsibilities, certain of the leadership from both clubs were missing at the outing. We had beautiful
weather in the 60’s and 70’s and pretty good attendance with about 35 Rebels, Dillos and guests attending
this year.
A number of divers from both clubs ventured into the chilly waters of Lake Murray. Those that dove
reported very good vis in the lake.
After checking to ensure that there was no burn ban in place this year, I brought my usual load of wood, this
year including a lot of fence panels from a partial replacement of my fence. More fence panels are expected
for next year. With the warmer weather this year, I was again able to bring a few reptiles including a couple
of ball pythons, my blue-tongue skink and Fafnir, my big male iguana. Bootsie, my basset-hound cross
joined a number of other pups at the outing.
The silent auction this year was again was mostly populated by items generously donated by Scuba Toys,
along with donations from both Rebel and Dillo participants, including Jim Simpson’s newly published and
personally autographed adventure thriller book. Raffle tickets were also sold for any silent auction items that
did not receive a bid, as well as for additional Scuba Toys-donated items and gift certificates. The grand
prize item was a two-for-one certificate for a week’s stay at the Utopia Resort on Utila, generously donated
by Angelika Luckacsy, the founder and one of the Utopia owners. The certificate was won by our own Scott
Playle.
Elizabeth Neumann and Brian Neal again spearheaded the food preparation this year, Elizabeth offering her
delicious pulled pork sandwiches and Brian contributing tasty baked beans. Elizabeth also contributed
several side dishes including a delicious coleslaw, so a great thanks to her and Brian for their culinary
efforts.
The number of entrants to our traditional wine and cheese contest was a bit lower this year as we received
seven red wines and three white wines to judge. The seven judges managed to somewhat duplicate last
year’s surprising selection of the best red wine. Jim Simpson again won with a bottle of 2012 Twisted Old
Vine zinfandel that he bought for less than $4 at Kroger with the intention, as he had for his winning red
wine last year, that it be a candidate for worst wine. Jim again could only shake his head in disbelief. In
checking the judges scoring, we found that each judge had rated Jim’s wine as first, second or third best. So
once again, the palettes of the judges were quite different from that of Jim. As previously, Jim received a
congratulatory $40 gift certificate to Scuba Toys.
We also had a year over year repeat winner for the best white wine. Pam Nowell of the Scubadillos entered
a 2011 Hogue Gewürztraminer that was judged the superior entry of the three white wines. Pam also
received a congratulatory $40 gift certificate to Scuba Toys
The worst wine this year hands down was the homemade wine entered by Elizabeth that received the lowest
or next to lowest score by each judge. It really was awful. Obviously, Elizabeth’s vintner skills are not up to
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her culinary skills. For his efforts, Elizabeth received a $20 gift certificate to Scuba Toys noting “regrets”
instead of “congratulations.”
We had an increase in cheese entries up to nine this year. This year’s winner was Becky Marak with her
Espresso Bellavitano for which she also received a congratulatory $40 gift certificate to Scuba Toys.
Although we experienced a warm day, it cooled off a bit at night, and the roaring bonfire was enjoyed by all
after the wine and cheese contest and the raffle. We kept feeding the flames from the nearby wood piles. By
11 PM, the fire had burned pretty much to a collection of glowing embers and most of us turned in for the
night – some in tents, others in various RV/trailer arrangements and I to a cabin room. In the morning we
resurrected the fire and burned the remainder of the wood.
This year again we experienced a very positive income for the event. Thanks to Elizabeth and Brian, our
spending was nearly $200 below budget and our income was in excess of $300 over budget so we had a net
this year of over $500. So thanks to all participants and attendees.
Photographs of the event follow.
Steve “Oggie” Ogden

Wood pile waiting to be burned

Rebels hanging out and greeting each other

Silent auction items

More silent auction items
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Connie pondering her silent auction bid

Raffle items (great thanks to Scuba Toys)

Rebels enjoying the bonfire

Rebels joined by Dillos

A very pleasant evening of relaxation

Hanging out by the bonfire

Flames licking the sky

Mark visiting with Sandra and Scott

Page 12

Scott and Sandra tending the bonfire

A great bonfire

Travis, Lisa, Mark and Kevin hanging out

Travis, Lisa and Bill overseeing the dying fire
(Bootsie and her glowing eyes in the background)

Bootsie and Fafnir where they spent the night

Fafnir where he perched on my headrest

in my cabin room

during the ride home
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Diving Rebel Outing to Blue Lagoon
March 22-23, 2014
We had a wonderful time at Blue Lagoon. Nine people showed up - braving
the potential rain - for a wonderful dive/camp outing to Blue Lagoon on March
22 and 23. The water temperature was around 59 degrees, and the visibility
was as much as 15 feet (if you stayed out of the way of the class from Texas Dive Center).
Daniel and Emily McBride tried out all their new gear, and then came back rof more at the night dive!
Sandra Playle and Jeff Bennett located and cleaned Susan Banda's memorial (Yay! It is still there!) and
generally had a great time in the water.
Johnny and Connie provided a scrumptious lunch, and Scott and Sandra cooked hamburgers for dinner. Of
course we fired up a bonfire, and alternated between the shelter and the fire as it sprinkled a few times, but
overall the rain held off.
Emily McBride introduced everybody to roasted Starburst - put a Starburst on a stick and roast ti on the fire
like a marshmallow. They get a crispy exterior and soft on the inside - different and very sweet!
Sunday morning was a little cool, but we all crowded around Travis and Lisa's new fire pit and cooked a
variety of eggs and such for breakfast to keep warm.
All in all, another great Diving Rebels outing!
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Restaurant of the Month-April
Where:
Address:
When:
Web:
Email:

Los Jimadores (Full Bar)
3314 Harwood Rd Bedford, TX 76021
Friday, April 4 th at 7:00 pm
www.jimadores.com
Kelly Barentine or Tina Caron at social@divingrebels.org

Bienvenido fellow Diving Rebels, amigos & amigas! Restaurant of the Month is taking you
to the lovely town of Bedford to enjoy some Tex-Mex food at the recommendation of Alan
Bothwell and his wife Rhonda. We are told the food is amazing and the price will make
you sigh with relief.
After perusing the website I have grown very hungry and I noticed they put some coupons
on the site for March that is very enticing. I encourage you to look it over for our April
RofM because there may be some that you can use which will help stretch your dollar just
a bit more.
REMEMBER-We strongly recommend that you RSVP if you plan to attend. We want to
make sure there is always room for you at the table we must have a tentative head count
for the restaurant but you are not committing to anything financially.
ALSO-if you have sent your RSVP for to attend and find you cannot for whatever reason,
please notify us. We risk (and we have) upsetting restaurant staff by taking up tables that
will bring in revenue with folks who do not attend after they assured us that they would.
Thank you,
Kelly Barentine & Tina Caron, Social Coordinators
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Social/Restaurant of the Month
March 2014
By: Kelly Barentine

In March the Diving Rebels went to, Space, the Final Frontier ! Well, actually we viewed what space
would be like if we did not live in the DFW Metroplex or decided to pay a ton of money and take a ride on
a rocket. Instead we paid a much smaller price and gathered at the UTA Planetarium which was a lot less
stressful.
A group of about 11 people attending the gathering where we learned a little about the stars and planets
above along with some of the constellations as well. We were able to ride a roller coaster on Saturn’s
moon Titan which was quite a thrill for me. Then we ended up deep in space learning about Exoplanets
and comparisons between our solar system and others.
This experience left me in awe of what is above our heads, as does what is below the waters of our own
planet. I do have to admit the seats were so comfortable I found myself able to rest my eyes a bit. It was
only for a moment and I never fell asleep! Did you hear that Tina Caron??? In the end I highly
recommend visiting the Planetarium located on the UTA campus. It is reasonable priced (often times you
can find a Groupon) and very entertaining.
Once we brought out heads out of the stars the group traveled over to Olenjacks Grille to round out the
evening with some amazing food. I enjoyed the atmosphere at Olenjacks as it was not noisy and they put
us in a room that allowed for conversation without straining to hear.
As we conversed over several topics we were treated to live guitar music that filtered through the building.
The gentleman playing was very good and although I could not name a single song he played that did not
interfere with my enjoyment of the music. I do believe I will go back (on a Saturday so I can hear the
music) and enjoy a leisurely meal with my husband as it is hard to find a quiet place to dine anymore.
I want to thank all the Rebels who came out to join us Saturday. It was quite a bit of fun and I hope to see
them all at our April Restaurant of the Month. In April we will be traveling to Bedford (another first for
the Rebels) and enjoy some Tex-Mex food recommended by fellow “Rebel-rouser” Alan Bothwell. He
raved about the food and assures the food is reasonable priced. This location has a full bar so drinks will
be enjoyed if you choose to order them. So, hopefully Tina and I will see the normal fun loving Rebels on
April 4th and we hope even a few more to add punch to the party.
Look for more information in this newsletter, www.divingrebels.org or Meetup for Diving Rebels!
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebel Sponsors!
`
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