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We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

November Meeting Program
In addition to our election of members of the 2018 Diving
Rebels Scuba Club Board of Directors, we’ll discuss ideas for
next year’s outings, Restaurant of the Month events, and
monthly membership meeting speakers/programs. If you can’t
attend the meeting, please feel free to submit your
ideas/suggestions to Dale Romack @
vicepresident@divingrebels.org or to any other current
member of the Board of Directors.

Upcoming Events Calendar
Nov 11
Nov 15
Nov 18
Dec 9
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BBQ Cook-Off: Cedar Hill State Park
Board of Directors Meeting: 7:00 pm,
Sherlock’s Baker Street Pub & Grill, Arlington
Seaquest Interactive Aquarium Outing
Annual Christmas Party

Birthdays
Nov 06
Nov 08
Nov 09
Nov 11
Nov 12
Nov 20

Board Member Elections
Diver of the Year Award
Service Award

Mark Smith
Allen Bothwell
Johnny Griffin
Darrel Conger
Steve Herman
Kevin Clements

Anniversaries
Nov 01 Gerald and Dorothy Bartz
Nov 17 Darrel and Amy Conger

November 1 Membership Meeting
See Details in This Newsletter!

Did we miss/make an error with your special
date? If so, it’s either not included or incorrect
in our database.

Early Bird Membership Renewals!

Contact Vice President Dale Romack to
update/correct your information!

Discounts to Club Membership Dues Are Now
Available.

Get Your Favorite BBQ Recipes
Ready!

See Details in This Newsletter!

It’s time for some BBQ, so break out your
favorite recipes, and join us on November
11 at Cedar Hill State Park for great food
and fellowship with your fellow Diving
Rebels!

Mark Your Calendars!

Diving Rebels Christmas Party
December 9
Get your meal ticket prior to the party, and qualify
for a special drawing. Tickets will be on sale at the
November membership meeting!

See Details in This
Newsletter!

See Details in This Newsletter!

Why We Dive . . .
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President’s Letter
Greetings!
We’re about to wrap up a great year, but we still have many awesome events planned, starting with board
member elections at the membership meeting on November 1. We’ll also be voting on our two annual awards:
Diver of the Year Award and Service Award. Later in November, we’ll continue our annual cook-off tradition
with a makeover by switching the cuisine from chili to BBQ, returning the event to campsites at Cedar Hill
State Park, and bringing back the Cooking Area Decorating Contest. I’m looking forward to trying the goods,
camping with a big bonfire, and enjoying the fellowship. Following the BBQ cook-off, we’re planning an
outing to the new Seaquest Interactive Aquarium in Fort Worth.
With the end of November comes the end of DRIFT points as we know them. To say the least, DRIFT points
are a pain to track. The system was put in place to entice members to participate more in club activities, with
the top three earners being rewarded with a 100%, 50%, or 30% paid membership. Current Senior Board
Member Elizabeth Neumann proposed that we modify the program in order to reward more members and to
make members responsible for tracking their own points. The board agreed, and we will be launching a new
DRIFT Dollars program in December after we finalize the program in November. Basically, you’ll receive a
card that you’ll have stamped at outings and meetings for the appropriate number of points (see the current
DRIFT Points Process information at http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php/info/driftpts). Points will carry
over to the next year, and after a card is filled, you can get another. When you have the number of points you
want, you can turn the card in for one of the DRIFT rewards, such as a membership renewal or piece of Rebel
Wear. We’re still determining the value of each point and the rewards to offer. For example, if each point is
worth $0.50, it would take 24 points to earn a $12 Diving Rebels hat. Look for more details on the DRIFT
Dollars program later in November and in the December issue of The Rebel Yell.
December! The Christmas Party!! You can purchase tickets for our December 9 Christmas Party at the
November membership meeting ($10 per member). Those who buy tickets early will be eligible for a special
raffle at the party. The board has received several comments about past Christmas Parties, and we’re trying to
make some improvements. See the article in this newsletter for the itinerary. Basically, we’re trying to
streamline the event, and while we’ll have some of the old, it won’t be the “same old same old”!
But before we get to the Christmas Party, we need to approve the 2018 Diving Rebels budget at the December
6 membership meeting. We used to approve the budget in March, but since we typically participate in the
January 1 Polar Bear Dive at Clear Springs Scuba Park, have a San Marcos River Underwater Cleanup later
in the month, and hold an Arctic Dive/Wine and Cheese Contest at Lake Murray in February, we need to
approve the budget earlier. We always need input on dive locations and other outings plus input on the
budget, so make sure you attend the December 6 meeting.
On a final note, we’re having a wee bit of an issue with our website and email program. We’re working with
the vendor to fix the problem, but our current email system isn’t functional. You can always access
newsletters on our website once they’re posted (http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php/newsletter-club), and
we’ve set up MailChimp to email members outing/event information and links to the newsletter, take in
newsletter subscription requests, etc. If you have not been getting the newsletter via email, please subscribe
here: Newsletter Subscription - Click Here.
Now Lets Party!!!
Kevin
Page 3

Early Bird Membership Renewals
In past years, the Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s Board of Directors has provided discounted memberships for
the upcoming year if those memberships were renewed prior to the club’s Christmas Party. Last year, we
offered a deeper discount if membership dues were paid prior to the November membership meeting. This
year, we are going to sweeten the deal by continuing to offer the deep discount until prior to the Christmas
Party. The following table outlines the schedule and payments (cash discount) for Diving Rebels Scuba
Club membership dues.
Single Diver –
Regular Member
Renew Before Christmas Party
Renew After Christmas Party

$25.00
$30.00

Each Additional Diver –
Family Member in Same
Household
$15.00
$20.00

Note that membership dues will not be accepted at the Christmas Party.
As long-time members of the club know, continued membership in the Diving Rebels Scuba Club offers a
number of significant advantages; see http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php/info/benefits for a list of some
of the benefits that club members receive.
Remember that you can pay your Diving Rebels membership dues via cash/check, credit card, Chase
QuickPaySM, or another current updated electronic method. For more details about Chase QuickPay, please
refer to the January 2017 issue of The Rebel Yell (to access that issue, you can click on the following link:
January 2017 Rebel Yell), or contact Kevin Schuck at president@divingrebels.org for a mailing address.
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Election/Award Information
Each year at the October membership meeting nominations for the various Diving
Rebels Scuba Club Board of Director positions are accepted. Club members are urged
to participate by running for a position and thereby provide valuable input into the
continued growth and excellence that the Diving Rebels Scuba Club has come to
represent.
Listed below are the board positions and a brief summary of the duties of each
position. Per the club by-laws, to be eligible to serve on the Board of Directors, a member must have been a
member in good standing and have attended at least three (3) meetings and three (3) club dive outings
between January 1 and the October meeting, inclusive.
Board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm, but the meeting time or date may
be changed if a quorum cannot be present at the originally scheduled meeting. Though serving on the Board
of Directors does require a little extra time each month, service can be very rewarding and is invaluable to
the Diving Rebels Scuba Club as a whole.
The Board of Directors consists of the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer corporate officers;
the Activities Director; and two General Directors (the Junior and Senior Board Members).

Duties of Officers and Board of Directors
1. The President shall be the principle executive officer of the Corporation and shall preside
at all the meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors. He may sign, with the
signature of any other Officer of the Corporation authorized by the Board of Directors,
any contracts or instruments that the Board of Directors may authorize him.
2. The Vice-President shall serve in the place of the President in his inability, absence, or
refusal to act. He shall also serve as New Member Coordinator and is responsible for
furnishing new members with such materials that are provided for by the initiation fee.
3. The Treasurer keeps an accurate record of the Club’s financial affairs and make reports to
the membership and the Board of Directors when called upon to do so.
4. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings of the membership and the Board of
Directors in books provided for that purpose; shall see that all notices are duly given in
accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law; shall be the
custodian of the corporate records and of the seal of the Corporation and see that the seal
of the Corporation is affixed to such documents as necessary and perform such other
duties as assigned to him by the President of the Board of Directors.
5. The Activities Director will have the following duties and responsibilities: Be aware of all
Club activities so that members can have a source of information. Attend Club and board
meetings. Organize dive outing coordinators. With the Officers, organize committees
necessary for Club activities. Maintain and inventory Club-owned equipment and be
responsible for keeping track of members’ use of the equipment.
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6. The General Directors (Junior and Senior Board Members) shall attend meetings of the
Board of Directors representing the general membership of the Club and provide
continuity. The Junior Board Member is responsible for the 50/50 Raffle and collecting
the fine from members not wearing Rebel Wear at the membership meeting along with
other duties, which may be assigned by the Board. The Senior Board member is not an
elected position, but one to which the Junior Board Member rolls. This was designed to
keep at least one Board Member from the previous board if an entirely new board were to
be elected. The Senior Board Member is responsible for Rebel Wear sales and ordering.
The following club members were nominated for positions on the Board of Directors at the October
membership meeting.

Office

Nominees

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Activities Director
Junior Board Member

Kevin Schuck
Dale Romack
Allen Bothwell
Johnny Griffin
Jeffrey Bennett
Cathy McWilliams

Votes for “write-in” candidates will be accepted for any position; however, the write-in candidate must meet
the eligibility requirements for the position per the club by-laws: to be eligible to serve on the Board of
Directors, a member must have been a member in good standing and have attended at least three (3)
meetings and three (3) club dive outings between January 1 and the October meeting, inclusive.

Diving Rebels Annual Awards
Each year the Diving Rebels select the recipient of the awards that reflect participation and contributions to
the club. These will also be voted on at the November membership meeting.
The first annual award is the Diver of the Year Award, which should go to the club
member who has exemplified the greatest commitment to and achievement in improving
his/her diving skills as well as participating in the club’s diving activities. This person
may be either an experienced or a novice diver. He/she does not need to be the best diver
in the club but should be one whose enthusiasm for diving is unquestioned and who can
be counted on to contribute in a positive way to club outings.
The second annual award is the Service Award, which should go to the club
member who has best exemplified a commitment to the welfare of the club as evidenced
by his/her contributions in terms of leadership, planning, and participation in club activities, both diving and
nondiving. This person may be either a long-time or a new member of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club, and
he/she should be one who can be counted on to assist others and go above and beyond what might ordinarily
be expected in contributing to the success of the club.
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No Holds Barred BBQ Cook-Off: Cedar Hill State Park
Kevin Schuck
Come join your fellow Diving Rebels at Cedar Hill State
Park (1570 West FM 1382, Cedar Hill, TX 75104
[https://tpwd.texas.gov/state-parks/cedar-hill]) on Saturday,
November 11, for a “No Holds Barred BBQ Cook-Off”!
We’ll have several campsites with both electricity and water,
so camping is encouraged. If there’s no burn ban, we’ll also
be able to have a good bonfire—wood donations will be
gladly accepted! As an added attraction, we’re bringing back
the “Cooking Area Decorating Contest” along with the BBQ
Cook-Off itself, complete with cash prizes!!
The Diving Rebels Cook-Off is an amateur cooking contest and social community-building outing for the
Diving Rebels Scuba Club, and members are highly encouraged to bring family members and guests. If
you’re not BBQing, please bring sides to share that go with a BBQ theme. The club will provide plates,
eating and serving utensils, napkins, cups, and water.
You must be a current dues-paying member to enter the Cook-Off; for the rest of the “Cook-Off Rules,”
please click on the following link: Barbecue Rules and Structure. Remember, if you need an electrical
connection for your BBQ, make sure you bring an appropriate length of outdoor-style cord. And plan to grill
plenty of food to share with the judges and the rest of the Diving Rebels!
We really want members to participate, have fun, and have an equitable chance to win a prize due to their
creative talent. We don’t care if you prepare hamburgers, salmon patties, hotdogs, ribs, chicken, pork chops,
vegetables, or even TOFU! All entries will be judged on the same basis. Be creative—what are you really
good at grilling? What is your passion?
Here’s the timetable for the outing.
9:00 am on—Arrive at the park. There’s a $7 day use entrance fee per person (overnight is $5
daily). Ask the Park Ranger where our campsites are, or check on Facebook.
4:00 pm—Table Captain starts Blind Judging process.
4:45 pm—All entries must be on the Entry Table.
5:00 pm—Table Captain delivers first round of entries to the Judging Table.
5:45 pm—Cooking Area Decorating Contest judging begins (3 prizes based on creativity,
complexity, and theme related to entry).
6:15 pm—Winners are announced.
6:30 pm—Fun and community-building continues!
For more information, contact me at president@divingrebels.org, or phone the Diving Rebels at (682) 3342343.
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October Restaurant of the Month Report
November Outing  Seaquest Interactive Aquarium

Where:
Address:
When:
Phone:
Web:
Email:

Seaquest Interactive Aquarium
Ridgmar Mall, 1974 Green Oaks Rd., Fort Worth, TX, 76116
Saturday, November 18, Time TBD
(682) 235-5752
http://seaquestaquariums.com/fortworth/
Cathy McWilliams at social@divingrebels.org

Chez Cathy

Greetings food fans!
October’s Restaurant of the Month (RoM) event, an Oktoberfest BBQ held at my
house, was well attended by 11 Diving Rebels. We kicked back with brats and some
fantastic side dishes—our club apparently has quite a few good cooks! We should
definitely do something like this again.
Traditionally, we don’t host an RoM event or dive outing in November or December
because of the holidays, but I found something that is just too good to pass up.

The Seaquest Interactive Aquarium
just opened up in Fort Worth. Located
above the Food Court in the Ridgmar
Mall (1974 Green Oaks Rd., Fort Worth, TX, 76116), the
aquarium boasts a tank with rays and baby sharks and
thousands of other interactive exhibits. Tickets are normally
$14.95, but the aquarium is giving the Diving Rebels a
fantastic group rate of $6.95 per person. The only catch is
that we all have to show up at the same time. I’ve tentatively
set a date of November 18 for the outing, and we’ll determine a time to meet at Ridgmar Mall during our
scheduled membership meeting on November 1.
We don’t have a dive scheduled for November, but the aquarium is certainly dive related, and we won’t have
a traditional RoM, but there is the Food Court! We can combine two great activities in one in November and
support the new Seaquest Interactive Aquarium in Fort Worth.
Bon appétit!
Cathy McWilliams
Social Coordinator
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A DIVING REBELS CHRISTMAS
PARTY!
When: S a t u r da y, December 9, 2 0 17, 6 :0 0 pm–1 0:3 0 pm
Where: Richard W. Simpson Park
Cost:
Provided:
Bring:
Wear:

6300 W. Arkansas Ln., Arlington, TX 76016
$10.00 per person.
Turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, and green beans
Your own drinks and a side dish and dessert to share
Your ugliest Christmas sweater

Sign-up sheets will be available at the November and December membership
meetings so you can volunteer to be a part of the Setup and Cleanup
Committees.

Party Itinerary
4:30 pm Setup Committee Arrives
6:00 pm–7:00 pm Drop Off Gifts for Gift Exchange
(No gifts will accepted after 7:15 pm)
6:00 pm–7:00 pm Drop Off Desserts for Dessert Contest
7:00 pm Dinner Is Served
TBD Not the same ole thing! Come and find out!!
10:30 pm Cleanup Committee Begins Work
11:00 pm Out of building
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7th Annual Diving Rebels
Dessert Competition

As air tanks and fins go hand in hand, so do the Holidays and fine festive desserts! We know
that our Diving Rebels members strive to be excellent divers—now let’s see if we have any
master dessert chefs among us! Show us your skills—what have you got to lose? We doubledog dare you to put your dessert recipes to the test at the 7th Annual Diving Rebels Dessert
Competition held during our Annual Christmas Party on Saturday, December 9, 2017!!

Prizes will be awarded for the best dessert entries!
We will award 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place prizes for the desserts exhibiting the
best presentation, design, originality, taste, appearance, and creativity.
Be aware of the following:
 Register your dessert for the competition between 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. NO
late entrants will be judged.
 Desserts cannot be store bought. Store-bought entries will be disqualified.
 Deliver your dessert entries covered. Judges must not be able to determine who
entered a particular dessert.

Note: If you would like to help judge the competition, please sign up at the November

membership meeting. We are looking for 5 judges and 2 alternates. To be a judge, you must
be unbiased, not be a competitor or related to a competitor, and have a taste for decadent
foods. Questions about the competition will be answered at the November and December
membership meetings.

No Entry Fees!
Prizes Based on Presentation  Design  Originality  Taste  Appearance 
Creativity
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Diving Rebels Christmas Party
Gift Exchange!!!
1. Drop off and register your gift between 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. A new gift worth between $20
and $25 is required to participate, and no gifts will be accepted for the exchange after 7:15
pm.
2. You will receive an envelope with a number inside it that will be used to determine the order
in which gifts are selected by the participants. Keep the envelope closed until you are asked
to open it.
3. When the gift exchange begins, you will be asked to open your envelopes, and the MC will
draw numbers at random. If the first number called is, for example, #15, the person with #15
in his/her envelope will select the first gift; if the second number called is #6, the person with
#6 in his/her envelope will select the second gift, and so on. These exchanges will take no
more than 10 minutes!

Bring a gift to exchange, and have some Christmas fun!!!
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Update: Join the Diving Rebels for a 2018 Cruise!
The Diving Rebels’ own Penny Johnson is setting up a Caribbean cruise package for members and guests
of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club. This 7-day Western Caribbean cruise will depart from New Orleans on
November 11, 2018, and return on November 18, making stops in Cozumel, Roatán, Belize, and Costa
Maya. See the itinerary below for cruise details. Note: The cruise ship, prices, and some other cruise
details have been changed since the original announcement.

For more information about the cruise, trip changes, and/or to obtain a registration form, contact Penny at:
Penny Johnson, A+ Travel
1216 Glenbury Ct., Arlington, TX 76006
Phone: (817) 975-6106
Home Phone (evening): (817) 422-9494
email: dtravelinggirl@gmail.com
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Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest Report
Jay Delmar
Due to a forecast of bad weather for the Huntsville area on the weekend of October 20, the Diving Rebels
Scuba Club’s annual Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest was held on Saturday, October 21, at Activities
Director Jeffrey Bennett’s and Susan Taylor’s house and pool in Fort Worth. Thanks, Jeff and Susan, for
hosting! We had a great time sharing good food, fellowship, and pumpkin carving. Those of us who don’t
have any artistic talents enjoyed watching those who do create their fantastic designs. We had five pumpkin
carving contestants, Cathy McWilliams, Terry Crippen, Elizabeth Neumann/Dale Romack, Jeff
Bennett, and Travis Wells. Cathy’s pumpkin took the honors for Best Design, while Elizabeth/Dale won for
Ugliest Pumpkin, and Travis won for Scariest Pumpkin. Congratulations to all of you, and thanks to all of
you who came out and participated in the outing!

Pumpkin Carving with Jeff and Susan!!
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Time to Prep Pumpkins
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Fun in the Pool
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Finished Pumpkins

Page 17

Ready for Judging

And the Winners Are . . .

Congratulations go to Cathy McWilliams for Best Design, the team of Elizabeth
Neumann and Dale Romack for Ugliest Pumpkin, and Travis Wells for Scariest
Pumpkin. Way to go, Diving Rebels!!
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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