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September Meeting Program: Chinese Auction!
Bring your wrapped item (minimum value $25) to the meeting,
and participate in the bidding. It’s great fun, and you can get
some wonderful surprises.
See the article in this newsletter for details!

New Price Schedule/Payment Options
We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

The Diving Rebels Board of Directors has approved a new
price schedule and additional payment options for membership
dues and Rebel Wear sales.
See the article in this newsletter for details.

Sep 10–17
Sep 16
Sep 24–25
Oct 22–23
Nov 12
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Upcoming Events Calendar
Fort Lauderdale, FL
Restaurant of the Month: Prince Lebanese Grill
Windy Point Park Outing (tentative)
Underwater Pumpkin Carving: The Blue
Lagoon, Huntsville (tentative)
Annual Chili Cook Off: Cedar Hill State Park

Nominations for 2017 Board of Directors
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club will be accepting
nominations for members of the club’s 2017 Board of
Directors during the October membership meeting. Please
be thinking about who you would like to see in those
important leadership positions, and, equally important,
please consider running for a position on the board
yourself or volunteering to serve the club in a nonelected
capacity, e.g., Outing or Meal Share Coordinator.
See the article in this newsletter detailing the duties of
each elected position on the Board of Directors.
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club is one of the most
active dive clubs in Texas—let’s all do what we can to
maintain its great tradition!

The Diving Rebels Can Use Your Help!
If you have any favorite restaurants or diving sites that
the Diving Rebels haven’t visited, please let Jeff
Bennett, our Activities Director; Cathy McWilliams,
our Social Coordinator; or any other member of the
Diving Rebels Scuba Club Board of Directors know
about it. And you might also think about volunteering to
coordinate or help coordinate the outing!

Birthdays
Sep 05
Sep 09
Sep 15
Sep 19

Jill Bouska
Rita Delmar
Crystal Schuck
Johnathan Bowman

Anniversaries
Sep 06 Kevin Campbell and Sherry
Hammond
Sep 08 Allen and Rhonda Bothwell
Did we miss/make an error with your special date?
If so, it’s either not included or incorrect in our
database.
Contact Steve Ogden to update/correct your
information!

Way to Go, Guys!!
Here’s a Diving Rebels shoutout to Darrell
Barabash, who recently attained his Naui
Divemaster certification, and to Jeff Bennett,
who recently attained his SSI Divemaster,
Dive Guide, and Snorkeling Instructor
certifications.
Congratulations to you both!!

Why We Dive . . .
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President’s Letter
Well, kids are back in school, teachers are back in school and already tired (reports from the daughter), and
Labor Day is upon us, the last vestige of summer. WOW, where did the summer go?! Where did the year go?!
In keeping with the political theme of the season, YES! It’s time for the annual election of members of the
Diving Rebels Scuba Club Board of Directors.
All positions are open for nominations, and we’ll be accepting nominations at our October membership
meeting on October 5.
Some folks might believe that serving on the board takes a lot of time and are therefore scared to commit to
becoming a board member—c’mon, we’re divers! There are things down in the depths that can eat you, but
we dive in anyway. Myself, I’ve never heard of any board members taking a bite out of each other.
Does serving on the board take some time? Yes, it does; however, think of it this way. Look at a $20 bill—we
spend one, and after a while, we can’t remember for sure what we spent it on. Depending on your position on
the board, you might spend a couple of hours a month on “board work” in addition to attending the club
meeting, and you’ll at least know where your time went.
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club is YOUR club, and we need you to help make it a success!

Speaking of volunteering, we are still struggling to find Outing Coordinators and Meal Share Coordinators.
We typically find that we have the same members volunteering again and again, yet others are willing to
voice their opinions concerning various aspects of an outing. So I say, “Take down that wall Mr. or Ms.
Diving Rebels, and do something great for YOUR club!”
With that said, we still have opportunities for you to help with the Windy Point Park outing in September,
which we’ll talk more about at the September membership meeting, as well as October’s Underwater
Pumpkin Carving Contest and November’s Chili Cook Off.
Remember, when you volunteer to help at an outing, you’re also earning DRIFT points.
So the scuba tank gauntlet has been thrown down, and the challenge is for you to get more involved in the
Diving Rebels Scuba Club and volunteer to be nominated for a board position and/or to head up an outing.
See you on September 7.
Thanks,
Allen
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New Price Schedule/Payment Options
In an effort to make paying for membership in the Diving Rebels Scuba Club and for Rebel Wear purchases
as convenient as possible, the club’s Board of Directors has authorized treasurer Kevin Schuck to accept
payment by credit card as well as by cash, check, and Chase QuickPaySM. Procedures for Chase QuickPay
have been modified, however, as outlined below, and to accommodate the change in payment options, the
board has also authorized a change in the club’s price structure for both membership dues and Rebel Wear
sales.

Chase QuickPay
Chase QuickPay payments are accepted as always via treasurer@divingrebels.org. However, Chase recently
joined clearXchange, a digital payments network that allows people and businesses to easily and securely
send money to anyone or receive money from anyone with a U.S. bank account and an email address or
mobile phone. If your bank is a member of clearXchange, you can send your payments directly from your
bank to treasurer@divingrebels.org instead of having to sign up for QuickPay. Visit
https://www.clearxchange.com/ to learn more about the program and to verify that your bank is a member.
How does Chase QuickPay work?
•

Chase QuickPay is a person-to-person payment service that lets you send and receive money from
almost anyone with a U.S. bank account using an email address or mobile number.

•

Here’s how it works: Simply enroll in Chase QuickPay at
https://www.chase.com/online/digital/quickpay.html or via the Chase Mobile app. Enter your email
address or mobile phone number, receive a one-time verification code, enter it and you’re done. It’s
that easy.

•

To send money using Chase QuickPay, enter your recipient’s email address or mobile phone number.
The recipient will receive an email or text notifying him/her that you’ve sent money. If the recipient
is enrolled in a person-to-person payment service, the notification will come either from Chase,
his/her bank’s person-to-person payment service (if the bank is a member of clearXchange), or
directly from clearXchange.

•

If the recipient isn’t enrolled in a person-to-person payment service, payment notification will be sent
from Chase and will contain information on how to enroll in a person-to-person payment service.

Do non-Chase customers have to enroll in Chase QuickPay to use it?
•

Non-Chase customers should register with their bank’s person-to-person payment service if the bank
is a member of the clearXchange network or directly at https://www.clearxchange.com/ if it is not.

How do I send a payment?
•

To send a payment to someone, click on “Send Money,” and follow the instructions. If someone has
requested a Chase QuickPay payment from you, locate the request on your “To Do” tab, and click on
“Send Money.”
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Price Structure
Membership Dues
Category

Price

Cash Discount*

$15.50
$30.85
$20.60
$5.15

$15.00
$30.00
$20.00
$5.00

$15.50
$15.50
$10.30
$5.15

$15.00
$15.00
$10.00
$5.00

$25.75
$15.50
$5.15

$25.00
$15.00
$5.00

$30.85
$20.60
$5.15

$30.00
$20.00
$5.00

$15.50
$30.85
$20.60
$5.15

$15.00
$30.00
$20.00
$5.00

New Members – Full
(January 1 to June 30)
Initiation**
Member
Additional Diving Family Member
Nondiving Family Member
New Members – Prorated
(July 1 and after)
Initiation**
Member
Additional Diving Family Member
Nondiving Family Member
Renewal – Early Bird
(Based on annual approval by board)
Member
Additional Diving Family Member
Nondiving Family Member
Renewal – December 1 to February 28
Member
Additional Diving Family Member
Nondiving Family Member
Renewal – March 1 to June 30
Initiation**
Member
Additional Diving Family Member
Nondiving Family Member
* Cash/check/Chase QuickPay
** The initiation fee is per diving member and includes a club t-shirt.
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Rebel Wear Sales
Item

Price

Cash Discount*

Hoodie

$36.00

$35.00

Fleece Jacket

$36.00

$35.00

Sweatshirt

$36.00

$35.00

Tank Top

$15.50

$15.00

Polo Shirt

$22.65

$22.00

Club T-Shirt
Regular
Club T-Shirt
w/ Flower

$12.35

$12.00

$10.30

$10.00

Cap
w/ Flames
Standard

$17.50
$20.60

$17.00
$20.00

Sport Shirts
Lady’s Aqua
Men’s Black

$15.50
$18.55

$15.00
$18.00

Do-Rags

$7.20

$7.00

Beach Towel

$26.75

$26.00

Coozie
Can
Can w/ Draw String
Bottle w/ Zipper

$3.10
$6.20
$5.15

$3.00
$6.00
$5.00

Stickers
Large
Small

$5.15
$3.10

$5.00
$3.00

* Cash/check/Chase QuickPay
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August Restaurant of the Month Report and
Restaurant of the Month  September

Where:
Address:
When:
Phone:
Web:
Email:

Prince Lebanese Grill
502 W. Randol Mill Rd., Arlington, TX 76011
Friday, September 16, 7:00 pm
(817) 469-1811
http://www.princelebanesegrill.com/
Cathy McWilliams at social@divingrebels.org or fifeandthistle@outlook.com

On August 12, we held our monthly Restaurant of the Month (RoM) event at Mariano’s Hacienda. Nine
Diving Rebels participated and enjoyed great food; fellowship; and, of course, Mariano’s world-famous
margaritas, which really hit the spot during the hottest part of the month.
The Diving Rebels’ next RoM event will be held on Friday,
September 16, at 7:00 pm at Prince Lebanese Grill, 502 W. Randol
Mill Rd., Arlington, TX 76011. This family-owned and
-operated restaurant has been proudly serving the best in Lebanese
cuisine since 1989. And apparently the word got out because the
restaurant has been featured on Food Network’s “Diners, Drive-Ins,
and Dives” as one of DFW’s top places to eat. Just to double-check
their opinion, I had to check Prince Lebanese Grill out myself—and
the show’s viewpoint was spot on. Come on and join us on Friday,
September 16, for some great Lebanese food!
Please let us know that you’re planning to join us by 5:00 pm on Wednesday,
September 14. Just respond by signing up for the event at the September
membership meeting; by accepting your invitation to the event on the club’s
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/96073813073/); or by
contacting me directly by email (social@divingrebels.org or
fifeandthistle@outlook.com) or phone (253-219-6074).
I’d like to say “Thank you” to those who have recommended RoM sites to me; it
helps a lot. Don’t forget, if you have a favorite restaurant, let me know!
Bon Appetit!
Cathy McWilliams
Social Coordinator
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Chinese Auction
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club will hold our traditional Chinese
Auction during the September 7 membership meeting. But this year,
we will have a bit of a new twist. We will have an actual certified
and bona fide auctioneer to conduct this event for us, our own Doug
Sheppard, who happens to be a long-time member of the Diving
Rebels. Within the past couple of years, Doug has undergone
auctioneer training and certification, and he works as a professional
auctioneer alongside his estate sale acquisitions and selling.
Undoubtedly, his expertise will add a different touch to this great
event.
What is the Chinese auction? Well, it’s more fun than a lake full of Diving Rebels! The Chinese auction is
not only the biggest Diving Rebels fundraiser but also one of the most entertaining of our monthly meetings.
The way the auction works is this: we have a live auction for donated gifts. What makes the auction special
is that the items being auctioned are wrapped and unknown to the audience. What is being auctioned might
be a dive computer, fins, boxes of Girl Scout cookies, or just about anything else. BUT REMEMBER, the
item must be new and of a minimum value of $25. Think of it this way: you should donate an item that you
would actually want yourself.
After you win an item by high bid, you have the choice of either keeping the item or forcing a trade for
whatever item was won before yours. The kicker is that you have to decide to trade or not to trade before you
unwrap your item. The previous bid winner may have won the bid for a dive knife that you want. If you
trade, you’ll trade off your wrapped item for the dive knife not knowing what you traded away. You know
that you’ll get the dive knife, but what did you give up for it? Maybe it’s a wet suit; maybe it’s a new dive
computer or even a Caribbean trip. As trades can only go back to one previous round, the bid winner before
you will unwrap whatever you swapped him. He cannot have it taken away nor can he force a swap for any
other previously auctioned items.
Your item, whether you swap or not, may be taken from you by the next winning bidder. You also must
unwrap and disclose your item to the group. If some of this doesn’t make sense, don’t worry—it will be
explained again at the September meeting.
What we ask you to bring is a new item with a minimum value of $25 that will be usable by the winner. (Not
many people need a box of a/c air filters or 10 paving stones). The item should be wrapped in a nondescript
wrapping—newspaper or paper bags are quite acceptable. Think about things you can talk your employer
into donating or things you got two of for Christmas. BUT THE ITEM MUST BE NEW AND
SOMETHING THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE YOURSELF!
Please come prepared to have fun and aggressively bid on those items you just can’t live without. If you
want to win a bid on an item, bring some $$$$ as the competition sometimes becomes quite fierce, the banter
hilarious, and the items worth the effort it takes to win them! One last thing, please be prepared to pay for
your items by the end of the meeting as we won’t be able to track items for future payment. Thanks to all,
and we look forward to a big crowd and lots of fun.
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Nominations for the 2017 Board of Directors
Each year at the October membership meeting, which this year is on October 5,
nominations for the various Diving Rebels Scuba Club Board of Director positions
are accepted. Club members are urged to participate by running for a position and
thereby provide valuable input into the continued growth and excellence that the
Diving Rebels Scuba Club has come to represent.
Listed below are the board positions and a brief summary of the duties of each
position. Per the club by-laws, to be eligible to serve on the Board of Directors, a member must have been a
member in good standing and have attended at least three (3) meetings and three (3) club dive outings
between January 1 and the October meeting, inclusive.
Board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm, but the meeting time or date may
be changed if a quorum cannot be present at the originally scheduled meeting. Though serving on the Board
of Directors does require a little extra time each month, service can be very rewarding and is invaluable to
the Diving Rebels Scuba Club as a whole.
The Board of Directors consists of the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer corporate officers;
the Activities Director; and two General Directors (the Junior and Senior Board Members).

Duties of Officers and Board of Directors
1. The President shall be the principle executive officer of the Corporation and shall preside
at all the meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors. He may sign, with the
signature of any other Officer of the Corporation authorized by the Board of Directors,
any contracts or instruments that the Board of Directors may authorize him.
2. The Vice-President shall serve in the place of the President in his inability, absence, or
refusal to act. He shall also serve as New Member Coordinator and is responsible for
furnishing new members with such materials that are provided for by the initiation fee.
3. The Treasurer keeps an accurate record of the Club’s financial affairs and make reports to
the membership and the Board of Directors when called upon to do so.
4. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings of the membership and the Board of
Directors in books provided for that purpose; shall see that all notices are duly given in
accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law; shall be the
custodian of the corporate records and of the seal of the Corporation and see that the seal
of the Corporation is affixed to such documents as necessary and perform such other
duties as assigned to him by the President of the Board of Directors.
5. The Activities Director will have the following duties and responsibilities: Be aware of all
Club activities so that members can have a source of information. Attend Club and board
meetings. Organize dive outing coordinators. With the Officers, organize committees
necessary for Club activities. Maintain and inventory Club-owned equipment and be
responsible for keeping track of members’ use of the equipment.
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6. The General Directors (Junior and Senior Board Members) shall attend meetings of the
Board of Directors representing the general membership of the Club and provide
continuity. The Junior Board Member is responsible for the 50/50 Raffle and collecting
the fine from members not wearing Rebel Wear at the membership meeting along with
other duties, which may be assigned by the Board. The Senior Board member is not an
elected position, but one to which the Junior Board Member rolls. This was designed to
keep at least one Board Member from the previous board if an entirely new board were to
be elected. The Senior Board Member is responsible for Rebel Wear sales and ordering
and for tracking points earned in the DRIFT points program.
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club belongs to its members, and the Board of Directors is the voice of the
membership. The board can assist with directing the club and steering it toward continued growth and
prosperity, but the members are who make it strong. The Diving Rebels have become known throughout the
United States and particularly in Texas as a very active dive club, and that is because of the dedication and
passion for scuba diving of its members. If you are interested in one of the board positions or have any
questions about what serving on the board involves, please feel free to contact any current member of the
Board of Directors.
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Upcoming Outings
Windy Point Park


The Diving Rebels Board of Directors are tentatively planning on a outing at Windy Point Park, 6506 Bob
Wentz Park Rd., Austin, TX 78732, on September 24–25. The park is one of the top diving “hot spots” in
the Central Texas area. Recognized by divers and diving instructors from all over the state, the park offers a
wealth of items to find, explore, and seek out in Lake Travis. Divers will find boat wrecks and unique metal
sculptures of a scuba diver, a sea turtle, a shark, and a manatee along with other interesting objects, including
some small boats, a larger sailboat, a Pinto, and more! Six platforms are available to use for training. Divers
with advanced training and experience can enjoy diving a deep underwater canyon wall, plunging to depths
well over 100 feet. Possibilities for the outing will be discussed at the September membership meeting.

Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest

Our annual Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest is tentatively scheduled for The Blue Lagoon, 649
Pinedale Rd, Huntsville, TX 77320, on October 22–23. More information about the outing should be
available at the October 5 membership meeting and in the October issue of The Rebel Yell.
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Belize Report
Danny Bouska
Nine members and guests of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club made a trip to Ambergris Caye in Belize on July
2–9. The trip to Belize City and the hop to Ambergris Caye went well, and everyone arrived on time. We
stayed at Ramon’s Village, which is a beautiful resort with lots of palm trees;
the rooms were spacious, and the staff were friendly.
The diving around Ambergris Caye was amazing. We saw nurse sharks, turtles, and spotted eagle rays on
just about every dive, as the following pictures will show. The visibility was great, though the winds were
blowing a bit making 8- to 10-foot swells that we traversed on the way to the dive sites. Breakfast was
included in our package and was always hot and very good. Lunch and dinner were on our own, and the
many local eateries served a wide variety of tasty food.
The staff of the dive shop were always friendly and helpful; however, I felt the divemasters in the water
could have done more at finding and pointing out life on the reef.
Overall, it was an excellent trip, and I would definitely return to Ambergris Caye. The highlight of the trip
was the day a dolphin joined us just after we had descended to the bottom. There were 10–12 nurse sharks
milling around, and the dolphin was swimming among them, playing with them and literally pulling their
tails.
Everyone had a great time and hated to see the week come to an end!
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Wheeler Branch Outing Report
Jay Delmar
On August 27, after a week’s postponement due to the weather, a group of Diving Rebels gathered at
Wheeler Branch Park in Glen Rose for a day of diving and fellowship. The weather was fine, and the water
wasn’t bad either—the visibility wasn’t terrific, but in general it was better than that typically seen either at
Clear Springs or Athens. The park itself was small, but comfortable, and proved to be a good site for a
Diving Rebels outing. If you couldn’t join us this time, don’t miss your next chance to dive Wheeler Branch!

Page 14

Page 15

Page 16

Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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