The Rebel Yell
March 2016

2016 DIVING REBELS BOARD
Allen Bothwell
Steve Ogden
Kevin Schuck
Steve Black
Jeff Bennett
Mark Stonebridge
Marcus Greenberg

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Activities Director
Sr. Board Member
Jr. Board Member

Appointed Positions
Jay Delmar
Danny Bouska
TBD
Cathy McWilliams

Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Historian
Social Coordinator

To contact a member of the board, please
visit our website at:
http://www.divingrebels.org/

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday – March 2, 2016
Humperdinks, 700 Six Flags Dr., Arlington, TX
6:30 pm Social 7:15 pm Meeting
What’s Inside?
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg
Pg

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
15
16

Events and Outings at a Glance, Member News!
President’s Letter
2016 Membership Renewals
DRIFT Points Program
Restaurant of the Month  March
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Join the Diving Rebels at The Blue Lagoon
Summer Fun in Belize: July 2016
Dive Florida: September 10–17
San Marcos River Underwater Cleanup Report
February Restaurant of the Month Report
Club Sponsors

or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:
info@divingrebels.org

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

March Meeting Program
Brady Hale, of the Texas Lionfish Control Unit, will discuss
lionfish control effects in the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean.
Lionfish are amazingly beautiful animals; their dorsal fins, like
multicolored striped pennants waving in the current, are flanked by
feather-like pectoral fins that give them the appearance of tropical
parrots. But under this mesmerizing facade is a dangerous predator
that is wrecking havoc on the ecosystem in this part of the world.
Lionfish aren’t “bad” fish—they just don’t belong in this
environment. The Texas Lionfish Control Unit is committed to the
control of lionfish in Texas, the Gulf of Mexico, and
any waters where they have become invasive and detrimental to the
ecosystem.

Upcoming Events Calendar
Mar 11
Mar 19–20
Apr 15–17
May 27–30
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Restaurant of the Month: J. Gilligan’s Bar &
Grill
Blue Lagoon, Huntsville
Tyler State Park
Balmorhea State Park

Birthdays

Rebel Spotlight!
We want to hear about your diving accomplishments!
Have you started a new class? Have you completed a
new certification? Please email your information to the
Newsletter Editor using the link on the Club
Information/Board of Directors page on the Diving
Rebels Scuba Club website
(http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php/info/directors).

Mar 04
Mar 10
Mar 16
Mar 23

Heather Thompson
Chip Parker
John Turgeon
Penny Johnson

Anniversaries
Mar 19 Rafael and Ana Centeno
Mar 28 Roy and Pricilla Stillwell
Did we miss your special date? If so, it’s not
in our database.
Contact Steve Ogden to update/correct your
information!

Welcome to Our Visitors!!
The Diving Rebels were happy to welcome the following
visitors to our February membership meeting:

Come join your fellow Diving Rebels
at The Blue Lagoon in Huntsville for
a great weekend of diving and
fellowship March 19–20!

Francine Bourer
Cheryl Davidson
Mavis Bailow

Thank you for visiting with us! We hope that you come
again soon. We’d love to see you join the Diving Rebels
Scuba Club and share some great diving experiences with
us!

Informing Diving Rebels Scuba Club members of club events and any
changes to those events is a very important function of the Board of Directors;
therefore, it is important that we maintain accurate contact information for
all of our members.
In an effort to update our membership database, an update form was emailed to all current members
in mid-January. In order to receive your 2016 Membership and Member Benefit Cards, you must
complete and return the update form.
Please complete and return the form by replying to the email or by printing the form, completing it,
and bringing it to a membership meeting. You can also mail the completed form to the address
provided in the email. In addition, update forms will be available at membership meetings if you want
to complete them there.
The sooner you complete the form, the sooner you can receive your cards. We appreciate your
understanding of the need to update our database and for completing and returning the update form as
soon as possible.
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President’s Letter
Happy Saint Patrick’s Day!
Erin Go Braugh! Kiss a Sea Snake! Kiss a Mermaid!
Best Yet—Drink Some Green Beer!
Check out the Restaurant of the Month article in This Newsletter!
With spring possibly having already sprung (witness the warm weather we’ve been having lately), it’s time
to be responsible and give your dive gear its annual check-up. Make sure you don’t go to an event and then
miss out on the diving fun because a piece of your gear fails—as happened to me at the Polar Bear Dive on
January 1. Somewhat frustrating! Of course, that problem did prevent me from becoming one more human
ice cube.
One other heads-up for the warmer diving season—don’t forget that this month is the beginning of Daylight
Saving Time. Spring that hour hand forward so you don’t miss out on the extra hour of daylight diving and
don’t show up late to an event.
Speaking of events, our Restaurant of the Month event will be a St. Patrick’s Practice Day on March 11, so
check out the article in this newsletter for details. And if you have not taken a peek at the Diving Rebels
outing schedule for 2016, our diving card is filled for the year. With that said, please remember that there are
DRIFT points to be earned by those Diving Rebels who volunteer to serve as Outing Coordinators, Meal
(Share) Coordinators, “Vittles Acquirers,” etc. or who volunteer to support an outing in any helpful way, not
to mention the fact that you can earn a DRIFT point by simply participating in the outing. To volunteer to
help out at an outing, please contact Jeff Bennett, our Activities Director, at activities@divingrebels.org. See
the article in this newsletter for details about the DRIFT points program.
Please remember that the Diving Rebels Scuba Club is your club and that the club’s Board of Directors is
open to suggestions that will make the club better for all of its members. Please feel free to make your
suggestions by emailing me at president@divingrebels.org, or see me at a meeting. If you wish to remain
anonymous, you can put your suggestions in the tried-and-true suggestion box that we have at our monthly
membership meetings.
I look forward to seeing you at the next regularly scheduled meeting on March 2!
Allen Bothwell
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2016 Membership
Renewals
As long-time Diving Rebels know, continued membership in the Diving Rebels Scuba Club offers a number
of significant advantages; see http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php/info/benefits for a list of some of the
benefits that club members receive.
While memberships can be renewed throughout the year, early renewals are encouraged by a waiving of the
initiation fee. The following table outlines the schedule and payments for Diving Rebels Scuba Club
membership renewals.

2015 Members
Renew by March 2, 2016
Renew after March 2, 2016

Single Diver –
Regular
Member
$25.00
$30.00

Initiation
Fee*
N/A
$15.00

Each Additional Diver –
Family Member in Same
Household
$15.00
$20.00

Nondiving/
Nonvoting
$5.00
$5.00

New Members
During the December 2015 membership meeting, membership approved an increase in membership dues for
all new members starting on January 1, 2016, and for all current 2015 members starting on June 1, 2016,
to coincide with the policy of having to pay full dues and registration fees if a member has not renewed by
March 1.
New Members
January 1–June 30, 2016
July 1–December 31, 2016

Single Diver –
Regular
Member
$30.00
$15.00

Initiation
Fee*
$15.00
$15.00

Each Additional Diver –
Family Member in Same
Household
$20.00
$10.00

Nondiving/
Nonvoting
$5.00
$5.00

If you cannot pay your club dues at a monthly membership meeting, remember that Chase Quick Pay is
always an option. For more details on Chase Quick Pay, see the article in the January issue of The Rebel
Yell (http://www.divingrebels.org/newsletter/newsletters2016/Jan16newsletter.pdf), or contact Kevin
Schuck at treasurer@divingrebels.org for a mailing address.
* The initiation fee is per diving member and includes a club t-shirt.
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DRIFT Points Program
DRIFT = D Diving, R Rebels, I Invite, F Frequent, T Togetherness
Diving Rebels Scuba Club members can earn Rebels DRIFT points for organizing, coordinating, and
participating in club activities as defined below. The three dues-paying members who accumulate the most
DRIFT points during the period of December 1 to November 30 will receive a certificate of achievement.
Also, the member earning the most DRIFT points will receive a complementary club membership for the
upcoming year, the member earning the second highest number of DRIFT points will receive a half-price
membership, and the member earning the third highest number of DRIFT points will receive a 30%-off
membership.
All club members, with the exception of members of the Board of Directors, may earn points for
participating in activities as follows:

Activity

Points Awarded

Attend a scheduled monthly meeting
Provide a presentation at a monthly meeting
Attend a scheduled social outing
Attend a scheduled dive outing (attendance only)
Conduct a dive during a dive outing (20-minute
minimum)
Participate in a club-organized blue water trip

1 point; must sign attendance roster
3 points
1 point; must sign attendance roster
1 point per day; must sign attendance roster
2 points per dive; must sign the DRIFT Dive
Log at the outing
10 points maximum per trip

Organize and plan an outing or social event
Serve as Meal Share Coordinator
Support an outing, e.g., logistics, supplies, activity
support, judging an event, Christmas Party
committees, KP duty during outing
Early arrival to secure an outing overnight location

5 points per day
3 points per meal coordinated
1 point per activity (each person is
responsible for adding the information to the
attendance roster)
2 points to primary volunteer

Bring a guest to a meeting
Bring a guest to an outing (age 10+)
Guest subsequently becomes a member

1 point per guest
1 point per guest
2 points

Individual actions of an exceptional nature in
response to an extraordinary situation or services
provided with direction or permission of the board

2–4 points at discretion of the Board of
Directors

Run for a Board of Directors position for which
the member is eligible.

5 points

Outings extending over multiple days, with the exception of blue water trips, will be scored on a
daily basis.
Any disputes may be submitted to the Senior Board Member or his/her designated representative. All
disputes will be reviewed by the Board of Directors, and decisions of the board are final.
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Restaurant of the Month  March

Where:
Address:
When:
Phone:
Web:
Email:

J. Gilligan’s Bar & Grill
400 E. Abram, Arlington, TX
Friday, March 11, 2016, at 7:00 pm
(817) 274-8561
http://www.jgilligans.com
Cathy McWilliams at social@divingrebels.org or fifeandthistle@outlook.com

Ready for a St. Patrick’s Practice Day?? Come join your fellow Diving Rebels at J. Gilligan’s Bar & Grill,
400 E. Abram, Arlington, TX, on Friday, March 11, at 7:00 pm for a pre-St. Paddy’s Day celebration!!
We’ll be meeting in the back private room, so we can party as hearty as we like!
J. Gilligan’s is a lively Irish-themed bar and grill that features a variety of
“fun food.” Their menu includes Irish nachos (natural cut cottage fries with
skins, topped with melted cheddar cheese, bacon, chives, onions, tomatoes,
and jalapeños); a wide assortment of burgers; beef, cheese, chicken, and
veggie quesadillas; chicken fried steak sandwiches; and numerous other
entrees—enough to suit just about every taste! And, of course, a variety of
adult beverages is available!!
To give the restaurant time to prepare sufficient space for us, please let us
know that you plan to join us by 5:00 pm, Monday, March 11. Just respond
by inserting a comment to the announcement of the March Restaurant of the
Month event on the Diving Rebels Scuba Club Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/96073813073/?ref=br_tf) indicating that
you’re coming and including your name and the number of attendees. You
can also RSVP by responding to the J. Gilligan’s Restaurant of the Month Meetup invitation, or by
contacting Cathy McWilliams directly by email (social@divingrebels.org or fifeandthistle@outlook.com)
or phone (253-219-6074) to let her know that you’re coming.
We’ll be looking for you at J. Gilligan’s on March 11!

Page 6

March Fashion Frenzy
Mark Stonebridge
March is Fashion Frenzy time, when you have an opportunity to get rid of your old grungy tee shirts, polos,
and any other Diving Rebels attire that you want to replace. For new members of the club who have not yet
participated in our Fashion Frenzy, here’s your chance to add to your prized collection of Rebel Wear!
At the March membership meeting, you’ll be able to look through our Rebel Wear catalog, so you can buy
any color, size, and shape (well, maybe not J-shape) of item that you want. Our members have arrayed
themselves in and purchased all kinds of Diving Rebels apparel and club-related items, including the
following:
Baseball caps
Sweat shirts
Sweat pants

Jackets
Beach blankets
Hoodies

Do-rags
Swim wear
. . . and more

Please come to the March meeting, and participate in our Fashion Frenzy—you’ll be supporting the club,
and, as an added bonus, you’ll be able to avoid being fined by our Junior Board Member, Marcus Greenberg,
for not wearing your Diving Rebels gear to our meetings! Note that you’ll need to put down a 10%
deposit for the purchase of the item at the time of order.
Here are some samples of items that were sold in the past . . . come see the selections that are available
now!!
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Join the Diving Rebels at The Blue Lagoon
Jeff Bennett
Come join the Diving Rebels for another fun Blue Lagoon dive outing on March 19–20!
The Blue Lagoon (649 Pinedale Rd, Huntsville, TX 77320) is a flooded former quarry located in the
beautiful Piney Woods region of Texas about 3 hours southeast of Dallas. It’s a beautiful site, and the lagoon
has generally good viz during the winter and spring, so the water should be reasonably clear.
The entrance fee for divers and nondivers is $17.00 per day, and all divers must register at the office—don’t
forget your C-cards! There is no fee for children under 10 who are accompanying a diver. For children under
10 who are not accompanying a diver, the entry fee is $5. Anyone under the age of 18 must be accompanied
by a parent or a scuba instructor to enter the facility. (ID is required to show proof of age.) Air fills are
$8.00, and rental tanks are $14.00. If you need other gear, check The Blue Lagoon’s website at
www.bluelagoonscuba.net.
The gates open on Saturday at 8:00 am, and camping will be available on the weekend (there is a two-day
minimum fee), or you can find a hotel in Huntsville if you want to stay the whole weekend. We’ll gather at
Outback Site 9, so when you pay your entrance fee, just ask for directions to that site.
If you plan to attend the outing, please sign up at the March membership meeting, or contact me at
activities@divingrebels.org. More details will be available at the meeting.
Directions: Take I45 south from Dallas/Ft Worth toward Houston. Take Exit 123 approximately 7 miles
north of Huntsville, and turn left (east) at Farm to Market Road 1696/Pinedale Road. Continue to follow
Pinedale for approximately 4 miles. The Blue Lagoon entrance will be on the left.
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Summer Fun in Belize: July 2016

The Diving Rebels Scuba Club
Invites You
On a Trip to
Ambergris Caye
Belize
July 2–July 9, 2016
Ramon’s Village

See the Diving Rebels website at http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php/info/17/186-belize2015.html for specific
information about the trip.
Note: A $300 deposit will hold your spot, with the balance due on May 15, 2016.
Splash in the cerulean waters of the Western Caribbean from the sparkling white sand beach, and view the second
largest barrier reef on earth just 400 yards from the resort. Experience the bountiful hospitality of the people of Belize,
and see why so many guests return year after year to stay at Ramon’s Village Resort. You’ll be ready to come back
too!
Belize attracts divers from around the world because of its spectacular dive sites, and the Ramon’s Village Divers dock
is the perfect launching point for any underwater excursion. From exploring Jacques Cousteau’s world-famous Blue
Hole to the enjoyment of the undersea wonders of Turneffe and Lighthouse Reef, to the incredible beauty of Hol Chan
Marine Reserve and the unforgettable heart-pounding adventure of “swimming with the sharks” at Shark Ray Alley,
you’ll never see anything like this again. There truly is an extraordinary collection of God’s spectacular trophies in His
underwater showcase of wonderful things in Belize.
The room types that remain available are:
Jungle Deluxe (Garden View)
Seaside Standard
Seaside Deluxe
Poolside Deluxe
Poolside Premier – King
Beachfront

1 double available, 1 double needs roommate (male for male or female)
2 doubles available
2 doubles available
1 double available
1 available
SOLD OUT
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Dive Florida: September 10–17
Join your fellow Diving Rebels in Florida, September 10–17, as we enjoy a week of diving in Fort
Lauderdale!

See Allen Bothwell for more details, or contact him at president@divingrebels.org.

Page 10

San Marcos River Underwater Cleanup
Report
Steve “Oggie” Ogden

The Diving Rebels’ pilgrimage to San Marcos for our annual underwater cleanup of the San Marcos River—
an event that has been a club tradition for more than 20 years—occurred on January 30. Over 25 divers and
support personnel attended, making this one of the largest turnouts ever. Once again, we were blessed with
excellent weather where the air temperature pretty well matched that of the water, about 72 or 73oF.
Seventeen divers were in the water, accompanied by two snorkelers and one kayaker. This year, instead of
having a sort of mass start, divers entered the water over a period of about 90 minutes: the beginning divers
exited the river before the last divers entered it. As usual, I was in the last group of divers to get wet in order
to allow other divers “first dibs” on finding trash strewn along the width of the river bottom and in its
vegetation, which includes Texas wild rice, a rare and endangered aquatic plant found only in the upper
reaches of the river, the area in which we conduct our cleanup.
As usual, the exit point for the cleanup dive was Rio Vista Park. All divers constructed piles of their
collected trash for comparison to determine the winners of the most trash collected and to enable selection
and nominations for the most unusual trash collected. Last year’s champion, Bill Parker, was not present
this year, so a new champion would be crowned. After everyone’s piles were compared, it was determined
that I had collected the most trash. I regained the title of “Trash King” and received a first-place $50
ScubaToys gift card. Ted Glodowski received the second prize, a $25 ScubaToys gift card, and Cathy
McWilliams came in third, receiving a small dolphin sculpture donated by Ted.
As judged by an astute and distinguished panel of nondivers, the most unusual item this year was determined
to be a white enamel-covered pitcher of the sort that would often be accompanied by a wash basin recovered
by Raphael Antonio. For his effort, Raphael received a $50 ScubaToys gift card. Jay Delmar received a
second-place $25 ScubaToys gift card for finding a small and unique old-style bottle, and Dale Romack
won the third-place prize of another dolphin sculpture for bringing up a Louisiana tax revenue lid.
Photos related to the dive and the items collected are posted below.

Underwater cleanup divers gearing up
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Oggie dumping the last of his first-place haul

Ted’s second-place trash pile

Ted receiving his $25 gift card

Cathy receiving her third-place prize

Rafael with his first-place most unusual trash
item and $50 gift card

Jay with his second-place most unusual trash
item and $25 gift card
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Dale with his third-place most unusual trash item
and prize

Jim, Dale, and Allen with consolidated trash pile

Cleanup participants

For dinner that evening, 20 of us gathered at our traditional dinner spot, Palmer’s Restaurant. While this has
usually been a good dining experience, the service that night was less than satisfactory, as only one waiter
was assigned to our table—from my perspective as a former waiter, our group was too large for only one
person to handle. On top of this problem, the kitchen was not getting out food on a timely basis. Whether we
will return to Palmer’s in the future is questionable.

Diving Rebels at Palmer's Restaurant
On Sunday morning, in keeping with tradition, about eight of us gathered at Herbert’s Taco Hut for their
usual great breakfast fare. Later Sunday morning, eight Diving Rebels who have been certified to dive in
Spring Lake performed an hour-place volunteer dive. George Bartulevicz, Jay and Rita Delmar, and
Travis Wells were in the first group and were followed by Jim Magnusson, Ted Glodowski, Cathy
McWilliams, and Steve Ogden. The group cleaned up the Cream of Wheat, Deep Hole, and former
underwater archaeology areas. We also toured the Catfish Hotel, where we saw many huge bass and spotted
gar; the Ossified Forest; and the old riverbed area.
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Cathy McWilliams preparing to enter Spring Lake

Cathy McWilliams entering Spring Lake

Thanks to all the underwater cleanup diving participants as well as those who provided surface support. Our
San Marcos River underwater cleanup continues to be a very worthwhile and enjoyable event that all are
encouraged to attend.
See you next year at the San Marcos River!!
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February Restaurant of the Month Report
Steve “Oggie” Ogden
We met for our February Restaurant of the Month outing at Campo Verde in Arlington on February 12. The
turnout was excellent, with 25 folks showing up, and we took up one whole corner of the restaurant. The
manager of Campo Verde was very accommodating to our large gathering, which was substantially more
than the 16 attendees that I had reported to him earlier in the day. The restaurant had not removed all the
lights and decorations from its Christmas holiday decor, so it had a very festive look as noted in photographs
below. The food was excellent, and the fellowship and camaraderie were great!

Two more tables of Diving Rebels

One table full of Diving Rebels

A festooned Campo Verde

A festooned Campo Verde

Campo Verde decor
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Campo Verde decor

Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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