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December Meeting Program

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Diving Rebels member Tina Caron will present a discussion
of and photos from trips she has taken to various dive sites in
the Philippines. Tina has developed her photographic efforts to
the level of professional photography, and she especially likes
macro photography. She will have some interesting and
intriguing photos and stories to share, so be sure to join us at
our December club meeting and hear what she has to say!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Dec 10
Jan 1

Diving Rebels Christmas Party
Polar Bear Dive: Clear Springs Scuba Park

Note: The Board of Directors will soon be making plans for
our 2017 outings; please let any board member know if you
have any suggestions for our outings or Restaurant of the
Month events.
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The Diving Rebels Are Now 97 Members
Strong!!
Help us reach the magic 100-member mark by
renewing your membership now . . . and don’t forget
to encourage your non-Rebel dive buddies to join too!!

Diving Rebels Scuba Club Donations
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club recently donated $100 to
each of the following organizations:
 Soldiers Undertaking Disabled Scuba (SUDS)
http://www.sudsdiving.org/—an organization
designed to help improve the lives of wounded, ill,
and injured service members returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan by training them to dive
 Texas Lionfish Control Unit
http://texaslionfish.org/—an organization
committed to the control of lionfish in Texas, the
Gulf of Mexico, and any waters where they have
become invasive and detrimental to the ecosystem
for your generous support!

Birthdays
Dec 01
Dec 01
Dec 02
Dec 07
Dec 13
Dec 14
Dec 25

MikeTamagni
Roger Lee
Milli Pope
Rafael Centeno
Cathy McWilliams
Ron Hyatt
Darrell Grainger

Anniversaries
Dec 02 Gene and Becky Moren
Dec 03 Jim and Linda Magnuson

Did we miss/make an error with your special
date? If so, it’s either not included or incorrect
in our database.
Contact Steve Ogden to update/correct your
information!

Early Bird Membership Renewals!
Discounts to Club Membership Dues Are
Now Available.
See Details in This Newsletter!

Welcome to Our Visitors!!
The Diving Rebels were happy to welcome the following
visitors to our November membership meeting:

Diving Rebels Christmas Party
December 10

Brandon Hale
Ann Hale
Coy Casilio
Thank you for visiting with us! We hope that you come
again soon. We’d love to see you join the Diving Rebels
Scuba Club and share some great diving experiences
with us!

Why We Dive . . .

Come join in the merrymaking!

Get your meal ticket prior to the party,
and qualify for a special drawing. Tickets
will be on sale at the December
membership meeting!
See Details in This Newsletter!

What all divers should remember is that SCUBA diving is a fun exploration of
life. When you dive, don't take yourself so seriously. Loosen up and relax. The
point of SCUBA diving is not to focus on yourself; it's to focus on the beauty of
the underwater world. There's nothing to accomplish on dives.
VANESSA VITRI, Mystic SCUBA: My Adventures Diving Into Enlightenment
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President’s Letter

Well, another year is drawing to a close, and what a year it has been! We have been provided with
opportunities to go to faraway places like Belize and Fort Lauderdale (not quite as exotic as Belize but still a
way off, as Jeff Bennett can attest since he drove). We have eaten—I know that’s nothing new, but we have
experienced everything from BBQ to Mediterranean cuisine. We have also held our annual Arctic Dive,
Midyear Outing, and Chili Cook Off. And we cannot forget to mention our guest speakers, including Brady
Hale of the Texas Lion Fish Control Unit; Jennifer Idol, the first woman to dive all 50 states; and the several
speakers who discussed opportunities for diving in the Caribbean. All in all, something for everyone and little
to no rain—Yeah!!!
2017 will be a transition year for the club, with some board members moving on and some moving up. To my
own disappointment, I am one of those having to move on due to corporate America obligations.
At last count, we still had a vacancy for club Secretary and Treasurer. I will make myself available when I can
for those moving up or needing to pick my brain. As I have said all along, the Diving Rebels Scuba Club is
your club, and the club is only as good as those who participate not only in club outings but also as an active
participant in the spirit of volunteerism.
Please consider volunteering to serve as Secretary or Treasurer. Kevin Schuck will assist in helping whoever
serves as Treasurer, and I will assist in helping you if you serve as Secretary.
Okay, enough of the heavy stuff. I hope everyone had an enjoyable Thanksgiving and is coming out of the
DTs successfully after their turkey and/or ham overdose. Guess what . . . in less than a month, we get to do it
again! I think it’s at this time of year that my wife works on shrinking my wet suit.
Speaking of Christmas coming up, it is the time of year again for our annual Diving Rebels Christmas Party.
As in the past, the club will be providing the ham and turkey as well as mashed potatoes and green beans. We
ask that those attending bring appetizers, side dishes, salads, and/or desserts. In addition to the culinary
delights, there is a gift swap, presentation of the Diver of the Year Award, Service Award, and the DRIFT
Points winner for the year as well as a raffle. The Christmas Party raffle will not be quite so “diver oriented”
as in past years so there will be more variety for all attending. See the article in this newsletter for more
information.
I urge everyone to come out and celebrate belonging to a great club, the holiday, and the beginning of another
great Diving Rebels year.
In closing, I’d like to thank all of our members, divers and nondivers alike; guests; and guest speakers as well
as the dive shops that support us with donations throughout the year; without their contributions, our
gatherings would not be quite as much fun. And “Thank You” to the Board of Directors, which helps keep the
bubbles flowing in the right direction. Without everyone’s contribution, we would not be the club we are.
Personally, I wish everyone affiliated with the Diving Rebels a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year!!
Allen
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Early Bird Membership Renewals
In past years, the Diving Rebels Scuba Club’s Board of Directors has provided discounted memberships for
the upcoming year if those memberships were renewed prior to the club Christmas Party. This year is no
different. The following table outlines the schedule and payments (cash discount) for Diving Rebels Scuba
Club membership dues.
Single Diver –
Regular Member
Renew Prior to Christmas Party
Renew After Christmas Party

$27.00
$30.00

Each Additional Diver –
Family Member in Same
Household
$17.00
$20.00

Note that membership dues will not be accepted at the Christmas Party.
As long-time members of the club know, continued membership in the Diving Rebels Scuba Club offers a
number of significant advantages; see http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php/info/benefits for a list of some
of the benefits that club members receive.
Remember that you can pay your Diving Rebels membership dues via cash/check, credit card, or Chase
QuickPaySM. For more details on the payment options, please refer to the September issue of The Rebel Yell
(http://www.divingrebels.org/newsletter/newsletters2016/Sep16newsletter.pdf), or contact Kevin Schuck at
treasurer@divingrebels.org for a mailing address.
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Election/Award Information

Due to the lack of a full slate of nominees, the annual election of members of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club
Board of Directors was postponed until the December membership meeting.
Listed below are the board positions and a brief summary of the duties of each position. Per the club bylaws, to be eligible to serve on the Board of Directors, a member must have been a member in good standing
and have attended at least three (3) meetings and three (3) club dive outings between January 1 and the
October meeting, inclusive.
Board meetings are held on the third Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm, but the meeting time or date may
be changed if a quorum cannot be present at the originally scheduled meeting. Though serving on the Board
of Directors does require a little extra time each month, service can be very rewarding and is invaluable to
the Diving Rebels Scuba Club as a whole.
The Board of Directors consists of the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer corporate officers;
the Activities Director; and two General Directors (the Junior and Senior Board Members).

Duties of Officers and Board of Directors
1. The President shall be the principle executive officer of the Corporation and shall preside
at all the meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors. He may sign, with the
signature of any other Officer of the Corporation authorized by the Board of Directors,
any contracts or instruments that the Board of Directors may authorize him.
2. The Vice-President shall serve in the place of the President in his inability, absence, or
refusal to act. He shall also serve as New Member Coordinator and is responsible for
furnishing new members with such materials that are provided for by the initiation fee.
3. The Treasurer keeps an accurate record of the Club’s financial affairs and make reports to
the membership and the Board of Directors when called upon to do so.
4. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings of the membership and the Board of
Directors in books provided for that purpose; shall see that all notices are duly given in
accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law; shall be the
custodian of the corporate records and of the seal of the Corporation and see that the seal
of the Corporation is affixed to such documents as necessary and perform such other
duties as assigned to him by the President of the Board of Directors.
5. The Activities Director will have the following duties and responsibilities: Be aware of all
Club activities so that members can have a source of information. Attend Club and board
meetings. Organize dive outing coordinators. With the Officers, organize committees
necessary for Club activities. Maintain and inventory Club-owned equipment and be
responsible for keeping track of members’ use of the equipment.
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6. The General Directors (Junior and Senior Board Members) shall attend meetings of the
Board of Directors representing the general membership of the Club and provide
continuity. The Junior Board Member is responsible for the 50/50 Raffle and collecting
the fine from members not wearing Rebel Wear at the membership meeting along with
other duties, which may be assigned by the Board. The Senior Board member is not an
elected position, but one to which the Junior Board Member rolls. This was designed to
keep at least one Board Member from the previous board if an entirely new board were to
be elected. The Senior Board Member is responsible for Rebel Wear sales and ordering
and for tracking points earned in the DRIFT points program.
The following club members have been nominated for positions on the Board of Directors.

Office

Nominees

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Activities Director
Senior Board Member
Junior Board Member

Kevin Schuck
Dale Romack
James Rivers
TBD
Jeffrey Bennett
TBD
Richard Sanders

Votes for “write-in” candidates will be accepted for any position; however, the write-in candidate must meet
the eligibility requirements for the position per the club by-laws: to be eligible to serve on the Board of
Directors, a member must have been a member in good standing and have attended at least three (3)
meetings and three (3) club dive outings between January 1 and the October meeting, inclusive.

Diving Rebels Annual Awards
Each year the Diving Rebels select the recipient of the awards that reflect participation and contributions to
the club. These will also be voted on at the December membership meeting.
The first annual award is the Diver of the Year Award, which should go to the club
member who has exemplified the greatest commitment to and achievement in improving
his/her diving skills as well as participating in the club’s diving activities. This person
may be either an experienced or a novice diver. He/she does not need to be the best diver
in the club but should be one whose enthusiasm for diving is unquestioned and who can
be counted on to contribute in a positive way to club outings.
The second annual award is the Service Award, which should go to the club
member who has best exemplified a commitment to the welfare of the club as evidenced
by his/her contributions in terms of leadership, planning, and participation in club activities, both diving and
nondiving. This person may be either a long-time or a new member of the Diving Rebels Scuba Club, and
he/she should be one who can be counted on to assist others and go above and beyond what might ordinarily
be expected in contributing to the success of the club.
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A DIVING REBELS CHRISTMAS
PARTY!
When:

S a t u r d a y , D e c e m b e r 10 , 2 0 1 6 , 6 : 0 0 p m –
10:30 pm
Where: Richard Simpson Park Bldg.
6300 Arkansas Ln., Arlington, TX
Cost:
$ 10 . 0 0 p e r p e r s o n in advance, $15.00 at the door
(Turkey, ham, mashed potatoes, and green beans will be
provided by the club; bring your own drinks and a side
dish and/or dessert to share.)
Sign-up sheets will be available at the December membership meeting so you can
volunteer to be a part of the Setup and Cleanup Committees.

Party Itinerary
4:30 pm

Setup Committee Arrives

6:00 pm–7:00 pm

Drop Off Gifts for Gift Exchange (NOTE: No gifts will accepted after 7:15 pm.)

6:00 pm–8:30 pm

Review Silent Auction Items (New Event)

7:00 pm

Drop Off Desserts for Dessert Contest

7:15 pm

Dinner Is Served

7:45 pm

Special Prize for Early Ticket Purchasers
Judging of Dessert Contest

8:00 pm

Last Call for Raffle Tickets

8:05 pm

Raffle Tickets Sale Ends

8:15 pm

Raffle Begins

8:30 pm

Announcement of Dessert Contest Winners

9:00 pm

Announcement of Silent Auction Winners

9:30 pm

Gift Exchange
Presentations of Service Award, Diver of the Year Award, and DRIFT Points
Awards

10:30 pm

Cleanup Committee Begins Work
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6th Annual Diving Rebels
Dessert Competition

As air tanks and fins go hand in hand, so do the holidays and fine festive desserts! We know
that our Diving Rebels members strive to be excellent divers—now let’s see if we have any
master dessert chefs among us! Show us your skills—what have you got to lose? We doubledog dare you to put your dessert recipes to the test at the 6th Annual Diving Rebels Dessert
Competition held during our Annual Christmas Party on Saturday, December 10, 2016!!

Prizes will be awarded for the best dessert entries!
We will award 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th place prizes for the desserts exhibiting the
best presentation, design, originality, taste, appearance, and creativity.
Be aware of the following:
 Register your dessert for the competition between 6:45 pm and 7:30 pm. NO
late entrants will be judged.
 Desserts cannot be store bought. Store-bought entries will be disqualified.
 Deliver your dessert entries covered. Judges must not be able to determine who
entered a particular dessert.
 Judging will begin between 7:45 pm and 8:00 pm, and the winners will be announced
at approximately 8:30 pm.

Note: If you would like to help judge the competition, please sign up at the December

membership meeting. We are looking for five judges and two alternates. To be a judge, you
must be unbiased, not be a competitor or related to a competitor, and have a taste for
decadent foods. Questions about the competition will be answered at the December
membership meeting.

No Entry Fees!
Prizes Based on Presentation  Design  Originality  Taste  Appearance 
Creativity
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Christmas Party Gift Exchange
December 10
9:30 pm
1. Drop off and register your gift between 6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. A new gift worth between $20
and $25 is required to participate, and no gifts will be accepted for the exchange after 7:15
pm.
2. You will receive an envelope with a number inside it that will be used to determine the order
in which gifts are selected by the participants. Keep the envelope closed until you are asked
to open it.
3. When the gift exchange begins, you will be asked to open your envelopes, and the MC will
draw numbers at random. If the first number called is, for example, #15, the person with #15
in his/her envelope will select the first gift; if the second number called is #6, the person with
#6 in his/her envelope will select the second gift, and so on.

Bring a gift to exchange, and have some Christmas fun!!!

Christmas Party Silent Auction
December 10
Silent Night, Silent Auction . . . SSSHHHHH!
You know that we wouldn’t be Diving Rebels if we didn’t change things a bit from time to time,
so guess what? We’ve changed the raffle for the Christmas Party. The board has received
comments from members stating that too much time has been spent at past parties on the raffle
and not enough time on socializing. They had a good point, so the raffle will be on a slightly
smaller scale this year. In conjunction with the raffle, we will have a silent auction, so there will
still be a lot of great items to be had.
Come on, no groaning!!! After all, what do they say? “The best gift you can receive is the one
that you give yourself.” Well, here’s your chance!
The auction funds go to the club as do the raffle funds.
Ready!!!
Set!!!
Let the bidding begin!!!
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Polar Bear Dive: Clear Springs Scuba Park
Come join the Diving Rebels at our first outing of 2017 as we participate in Clear Springs Scuba Park’s
(CSSP’s) 16th Annual Polar Bear Dive!
As usual, we had a good turnout at the 2016 event, with 16 folks attending. And, for the fifth year in a row,
the Diving Rebels Scuba Club took home the prize for “Best Represented Dive Club,” with six divers in the
water! Let’s keep that great tradition going, and try for six in a row in 2017!!
The event will be held at Clear Springs Scuba Park, 8131 County Rd. 346, Terrell, TX 75161 on
Sunday, January 1, 2017. On January 1, the dive entry fee at CSSP will be $30.00; the entry fee for
observers will $5.00. Sign-up for the Polar Bear Dive will begin at 10:00 am. Breakfast will be served
compliments of Grapevine Scuba. Divers will enter the water at 11:00, and all diving will end at 12:00 pm.
After the dive, awards will be handed out in the following categories:
 Best Represented Dive Shop: awarded to the dive shop with the most divers in the water; the winner
receives one-year banner space on CSSP!
 Best Represented Dive Club: awarded to the dive club with the most divers in the water; the winner
receives one-year banner space on CSSP!
 Beary Long Diving Award: awarded to the diver that logs the longest single dive
 Beary Long Driving Award: awarded to the diver that travels the longest distance to dive
 Beary Bravest Award: awarded to the diver who logs the longest dive with just scuba, swimsuit, and
hood
 Beary Youngest Bear: awarded to the youngest diver
 Beary Oldest Bear: awarded to the oldest diver
 Beary Wimpy Award: awarded to the diver who logs the shortest dive
For more information about the Polar Bear Dive, see Clear Spring’s website at
http://clearspringsscubapark.com/, and look for more information about the outing on the Diving Rebels
website and Facebook page.
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Chili Cook Off Report
Travis Wells

We held this year’s Chili Cook Off on November 12 at Crawford Park in Cedar Hill, TX. It was a beautiful
day. I’d like to thank all who came out for the event.
Here’s our list of cook off winners:
First Place
Second Place
Third Place

Travis Wells
James Rivers
Mark Stonebridge
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$100 ScubaToys Gift Certificate
$60 ScubaToys Gift Certificate
$30 ScubaToys Gift Certificate

Our Winners (Left to Right)
James Rivers, Second Place; Travis Wells, First
Place; and Mark Stonebridge, Third Place
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November Restaurant of the Month Report
Hello and Season’s Greetings!
We held November’s Restaurant of the Month (RoM) event on November 18 at Mac’s Bar and Grill, a lively
place in South Arlington. The food was fantastic, and although the turnout was small (Mark Stonebridge,
Dale Romak, Ted Glodowski, Terry Crippen, Steve Black, and myself), we had a lot of fun.
This was the last RoM of the year
but not our last meal together. I'm
looking forward to our Christmas
Party on December 10 and all the
fantastic food and friendship that
we’ll have there!
Our first RoM outing for 2017
will be at Olive’s Mediterranean
Restaurant in January. Even if
it’s cold outside, we can dine on
delicious food from that warm
and beautiful region! Look for
more information about that
event in the January issue of The Rebel Yell.
It’s been such a wonderful experience for me to serve as your Social Coordinator. I’ve only lived in this area
for 3 years and I’ve been diving for less, but because of this wonderful opportunity to serve the Diving
Rebels, I’m finding great places to eat, and I’m certainly learning my way around this area. My only
complaint is that my wetsuit is getting a bit snug! The RoM is a wonderful time to gather and socialize and
not get wet, but it’s also an opportunity to bring along a friend who isn’t a member of the club yet and show
him or her that we dive and we dine and we have fun!!
Bon Appetit!
Cathy McWilliams
Social Coordinator
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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