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Ms. Dora Sandoval, Rocio Del Mar Liveaboard

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

The August membership meeting of the Diving Rebels
Scuba Club will feature a program provided by Ms. Dora
Sandoval, who will present information on diving
opportunities aboard the Rocio Del Mar, a liveaboard
serving the Sea of Cortez and the Revillagigedo Islands, a
group of four volcanic islands, including Socorro Island, in
the Pacific Ocean off the coast of Manzanillo, Mexico.
Come to the meeting on August 5, and learn about some
great opportunities for fantastic blue water diving!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Aug 7
Aug 15
Sep 18–20
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Restaurant of the Month: Tres Casas Mexican
Grill, Keller
Athens Scuba Park Outing
Lake Travis Outing: Mansfield Dam Park

Birthdays

Rebel Spotlight!
We want to hear about your diving accomplishments!
Have you started a new class? Have you completed a new
certification? Please email your information to the
Newsletter Editor using the link on the Club
Information/Board of Directors page on the Diving
Rebels Scuba Club website.

Join Us at Athens Scuba Park on Saturday,
August 15, for a fun-filled day of diving and
friendship!

Aug 02
Aug 07
Aug 07
Aug 12
Aug 21
Aug 24
Aug 25
Aug 30

Ellen Fourton
Ted Glodowski
Steven Woodward
Jim Magnuson
Phyllis Kirchhoff
Daniel McBride
Gerald Bartz
Brian Neal

Anniversaries
Aug 21 Etson and Chau Barentine
Aug 24 Jim and Phyllis Kirchhoff
Aug 28 George and Diane Bartulevicz
Did we miss/make an error with your special date? If
so, it’s either not included or incorrect in our database.
Contact Steve Ogden to update/correct your
information!

Save the Date!
Join the Diving Rebels for a weekend or a
day at Mansfield Dam Park at Lake Travis,
September 18–20.

See Details in This Newsletter!

See Details in This Newsletter!

One reason why we dive . . .
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President’s Report

Hi everyone!
Summer is passing by so quickly! Here we are already at the beginning of August, with school starting within
a month. Where did our summer go? We have had two excellent outings this summer despite the assault
Mother Nature made against our outings during the first five months of the year.
We still have a number of activities upcoming during 2015. On August 15, the Diving Rebels will head to
Athens Scuba Park—thanks to Gena Richerson for coordinating this outing! And we’ll be at Mansfield Dam
Park at Lake Travis September 18–20, with Jeff Bennett coordinating the outing. Yes, Lake Travis! It
actually has water and is at normal pool level, so we should be able get some diving in!
See the articles in this issue of The Rebel Yell for information about these events; we’ll also be discussing
them at the August membership meeting.
In October, the club will head to The Blue Lagoon in Huntsville for our traditional Underwater Pumpkin
Carving contest. We’ll enjoy land-based activities in November and December, our annual Chili Cook-Off in
November and our Christmas party in December. To go along with all of the monthly outings, Sharon Harris
already has the rest of 2015’s Restaurant of the Month locations picked out, so be sure to place them on your
schedule when they’re announced!
As I mentioned in a previous newsletter, start thinking about how you can serve the Diving Rebels Scuba
Club during 2016 as a member of the Board of Directors and in other capacities. I have served on the board
for the last 13 or 14 years (I have lost count) in some capacity and have had a keen interest in seeing the club
become one of the premier dive clubs in Texas, not just in the DFW Metroplex. I’ve enjoyed putting in the
time and effort that went along with that desire.
However, after I lost my job in April, Jill and I discussed our situation, and we decided that I would retire and
work with her in her liquidation business. That business requires considerable out-of-state travel, which
would impact the amount of time I could dedicate to the Diving Rebels; therefore, I will not be seeking any
position on the 2016 Board of Directors. Our membership has continued to grow, and there are a number of
members, including those currently serving on the board, who would constitute an excellent Board of
Directors for 2016. The Diving Rebels are a premier group of divers, and I urge new members as well as
seasoned members to run for a position on the board and help to continue the club’s progress and momentum!
Feel free to contact any current board member if you have questions about the duties of any of the Board of
Directors’ posts.
Danny Bouska
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Restaurant of the Month  August

Where:
Address:
When:
Phone:
Web:
Email:

Tres Casas Mexican Grill
208 N. Main St. Keller, TX 76248
Friday, August 7, 2015, at 7:00 pm
(817) 753-7003
http://trescasasmexicangrill.com
Sharon Harris at social@divingrebels.org

The mercury is rising to the century mark in August, so let’s join the heat and enjoy some hot TexMex
cuisine at Tres Casas Mexican Grill in Keller on Friday, August 7, at 7:00 pm!
This BYOB grill features 13 different dinner plates, including plates featuring soft corn tortilla tacos,
burritos, flautas, quesadillas, enchiladas, and tostadas, as well as its specialty dishes, grilled tilapia and
grilled Tampiquena steak. The grill also offers a Kids Menu for children 12 and under featuring burritos,
quesadillas, tacos, and enchiladas. Whatever your taste in TexMex cuisine, you should be able to find
something you like at Tres Casas!

Please RSVP no later than August 6 at 5:00 pm so that we can plan for space for everyone wanting to join
us at Tres Casas. You can email your reservation information, including the number of people attending, to
me at social@divingrebels.org or text the information to me at (972) 841-0000.
Remember that Restaurant of the Month activities aren’t subsidized by club funds, so don’t forget to bring
your wallets!

Sharon Harris
Social Coordinator
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Athens Scuba Park Outing
On August 15, the Diving Rebels Scuba Club will congregate at Dock 3 at Athens Scuba Park, 500 N.
Murchison St., Athens, TX, for a day of diving and other fun at that well-known scuba facility. The water in
the spring-fed lake is settling out now, and bottom temperatures are climbing, so conditions for diving
should be really nice by mid-August.
The outing is a one-day event, but you’re welcome to make a weekend of it and come out on Friday and/or
stay until Sunday. Gena Richerson is coordinating the outing, and she is planning some diving-related
events that should be a lot of fun.
For specific information about Athens Scuba Park, check out the park’s website:
http://www.athensscubapark.com/home.html. However, here’s a useful summary of what you need to know:
 The park entry fee for each diver is $20, and each diver must bring his/her C-card.
 The charge for Friday and Saturday camping or night diving is $5.
 The charge for electricity at RV sites is $25; water and sewer is available on request. If you’re
planning on using an RV site, please fill out the online registration form.
 You can get an air fill for $10. However, tanks 20 years old or older will not be filled.
 The park is open from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm on Fridays and from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm on Saturdays
and Sundays.
A sign-up sheet for the outing will be available at the August 5 membership meeting, and we’ll be discussing
the event in more detail then.
Even if you can’t attend the August meeting, make plans to come out and join us at Athens Scuba Park on
August 15. We’ll be looking for you!!
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Lake Travis Outing: Mansfield Dam Park
Join coordinator Jeff Bennett and your fellow Diving Rebels September 18–20 at Mansfield Dam Park at
Lake Travis, 4370 Mansfield Dam Park Rd., Austin, for our September outing. Whether you come for a day
or the entire weekend, you should enjoy the scuba diving and other activities available at the park, especially
since the water at Lake Travis is finally high enough that you don’t have to be a mountain goat or expert
rappeller to get to the water!
The Day Use entry fee for Mansfield Dam Park is $10 per vehicle, and the Primitive Camping aka
Day/Night Combo fee is $15 per vehicle; we must have a minimum of six certified divers camping to be
allowed to camp in the park, so if you want to camp during the outing, please let Jeff Bennett know.
As the park’s website at https://parks.traviscountytx.gov/find-a-park/mansfield-dam puts it:
The day use area of the park offers picnic tables with barbecue grills, including several with covered
shelters, tucked amid the canopies of
native trees. Picnic sites and lake
access are easily reachable by strolling
along the meandering hike and bike
trail to the location of your choice.
Diving is almost as easy as stepping
right from your car door into the lake.
We have provided dive stairs, a
wheelchair-accessible ramp, and a
courtesy dive lift to ease the trek from
hillside to lakeside. Underwater
amusement has been enhanced by the
addition of four underwater dive
platforms at various lake levels. Also,
an underwater trail and compass
course will be laid out to connect dive
attractions such as sunken boats, historic dam construction materials, and geological points of interest.
The western peninsula of [the] park enjoys some of the most beautiful views of Lake Travis. Wander
along our hike and bike trail to a peaceful pavilion surrounded by trees and vines. This is an excellent
spot to appreciate the view, watch the wildlife, or read a book.
Sounds pretty appealing, doesn’t it?
You can explore the rest of the website to find out more about Mansfield Dam Park and its amenities and
rules and regulations, view a map of the site, and get directions to the park.
We’ll discuss the outing during the August and September membership meetings and also post information
about the event on Facebook and the Diving Rebels website, so check those sources and your email for
further details.
Mark your calendar now, and prepare to join us at Lake Travis in September!
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Curaçao Trip Report
Danny Bouska
Several Diving Rebels, friends, and family members spent 7 days diving the deep blue waters around the
island of Curaçao from June 27 to July 4. Though the winds were a bit higher than expected, we had some
excellent dives. Water temperature was 79° on most dives, but on a couple of dives, the temperature dipped
to 77°. The currents were a bit flaky; at times we dropped into what was to be a drift dive only to find that
the current had decided to take a break, while on other dives, we would dive into the current, the current
would stop, and then as we made our turn, the current would hit us in the face again. The currents were never
overly strong, but they were a bit of a nuisance.
When we weren’t diving, we enjoyed the entertainment, food, and drinks available at Sunscape Curaçao
Resort, Spa & Casino. The resort has a giant checkers board, so the group held a Checkers Tournament.
Everyone put in two dollars, with the pot going to the winner. The winner of the first Diving Rebels Curaçao
Checkers Tournament was Jill Bouska.
We all had a very enjoyable time diving, and we had a lot of fun getting together each evening for dinner and
to watch the sunset over the Caribbean. Look at these pictures, and you might decide that you want to join
the Diving Rebels on our next blue water adventure!
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July Restaurant of the Month Report
Steve Ogden

The July Restaurant of the Month was the Back Forty Smokehouse restaurant in North Richland Hills. Nine
Rebels and visitors attended the event on July 10 and enjoyed some very good barbecue along with meeting
some new divers and having good fellowship. Live music was also available on the back porch of the
restaurant.

“Now Thawed and Flooded Arctic Dive”/
Wine and Cheese Party Report
Steve Ogden
FINALLY!!!—The third time was the charm. After being thwarted twice previously this year, the Diving
Rebels were joined by the Scubadillos for the annual twice renamed “Now Thawed and Flooded Arctic
Dive”/Wine and Cheese Party on July 18 and 19 at the Marietta Landing campground in Lake Murray State
Park in south central Oklahoma.
Over 40 Diving Rebels and Scubadillos and family members attended the hot, although inclement weather–
free, outing. This was a quite different outing experience from our typical Wine and Cheese Party, as we
normally have the park to ourselves during the usual end-of-February timeframe for the event. This year, we
had to compete with the general public for space, and although we didn’t get our typical spaces in the RV
section of the park, we were able to secure a nice area with plenty of grass and shade. Thanks to Jeff
Bennett and Travis Wells of the Diving Rebels and Vic Eizenga of the Dillos for securing the area. Travis
also obtained a campsite in the RV area where we had electricity and enjoyed our meals.
A number of activities were ongoing during the day, including diving, a silent auction, games, raffle
drawings, and the wine and cheese contest. The word from those who engaged in a dive was generally along
the line of “why bother?” While it felt good cooling off and getting wet, there was perhaps three feet of vis,
and most folks saw only rocks, stumps, and mud along with lots of zebra mussels. One person reported that
she did see one fish. But remember, we are the Diving Rebels, and we will dive almost anywhere!!
We held the silent auction, which was stocked with items contributed by members of both clubs, in a nice
pop-up shelter provided by Jeff Bennett. Bids were submitted on most items, with the exception of the
majority of the wet suits and semi-dry suits. Since most of these suits were 5–7 mm garments, they were
probably not terribly appealing on a day when temperatures rose into the high 90s. However, we plan to
offer these suits for sale first to our memberships and then to the diving community at large in the near
future.
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The Scubadillos organized a contest that consisted of a series of very fun and often frustrating games of skill
(?) for which points were scored and prizes awarded accordingly. The games included putting over a rutted
surface of grass, dirt, and twigs; whiffle ball batting; horseshoe throwing; tennis ball and racket hitting;
beanbag tossing; and Frisbee throwing. Virtually everyone formed teams and participated in this event.
Thanks to the Dillos for providing this great activity!
For dinner, we were treated to a wonderful meal of pulled pork prepared by Sharon Harris. Coleslaw,
beans, potato salad, and rolls were also provided. There were no reports of anyone not getting enough to eat,
so thanks Sharon for your culinary efforts.
The wine and cheese contest turned out to be quite popular. We had 11 entries for best red wine, 7 entries for
best white wine, and 9 entries for best cheese. We had 7 judges for the wine contest and 6 for the cheese
contest, including 2 young men. The best wine prizes went to two Diving Rebels. The prize for best red wine
was awarded to Linda Magnusson, and the prize for best white wine was awarded to Cathy McWilliams,
both of whom received $50 Scuba Toys gift cards. Cathy also won another $50 Scuba Toys gift card as her
cheese took top honors in the cheese contest. In fact, she actually took first and second place with her two
cheese entries, both of which she made herself—way to go Cathy!
Now the worst wine was really something else. Normally, when the judges taste a really bad wine, they
might grimace somewhat and spit out the wine. But in this case, there were two “wines,” one supposedly red
and one allegedly white, that looked so bad that the judges weren’t certain that they even wanted to take a
sip. Nonetheless, our fearless judges did their best, but the slightest taste resulted in a very forceful ejection
of all the liquid from their mouths, accompanied by the utterance of various pertinent epithets. Both of these
liquids received the maximum (worst) score of 49 from the seven judges, all of whom declared that the
“wines” were the worst and nastiest that they had ever tasted. Since both wines received the same maximum
worst score, the judges had to confer as to which was the “worst worst.” It was unanimous that the white
entry was even worse than the red. Interestingly enough, both vile fluids were submitted by Vic Eizenga of
the Dillos who acquired them while he was in Belize—don't know what that says about Belizean wine, but
for some reason we probably wouldn’t recommend it! For his efforts (or lack thereof), Vic received a $25
Scuba Toys gift card. Vic, just don’t spend that on any more wine from Belize, and please spare us in the
future.
The scheduled activities of the day finished up with a couple of raffle drawings. The first was for many
diving-related items such as mask defog, mask straps, luggage tags, dive flashlight, night dive beacon, Savea-Dive Kit, T-shirts, and a couple of $25 Scuba Toys gift certificates. Most of the folks who entered scored
at least one item, although Gena Richerson seemed to be hogging too many of the drawn tickets followed
distantly by Cathy McWilliams.
The final raffle drawing was for a 2-for-1 certificate for a week’s stay and diving at the Utopia Resort in
Utila, generously donated by new ownership of the resort. This great prize was won by Vernon Chin of the
Dillos. Congratulations Vernon—enjoy your time at Utopia!
The Lake Murray outing was once again a good moneymaker for both the Diving Rebels and the
Scubadillos. The Diving Rebels cleared over $550, while the Dillos’ take was a bit over $160.
Thanks to everyone who assisted in the organization of the event and to those who participated in making the
third try at this outing in 2015 a rousing success; the following pictures indicate the level of activity pretty
well!
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebels Sponsors!
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