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MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday – October 1, 2014
Humperdinks, 700 Six Flags Rd, Arlington, TX
6:30pm Social 7:15pm Meeting
What’s Inside?
Pg 2 Events and Outings at a Glance, Member News!
Pg 3 President’s Report
Pg 4 Swap Meet, Early Bird Membership Renewals
Pg 5 Rebel Wear Update, Scuba Bingo, Silent Auction Info
Pg 6 Board Member Nominations
Pg 8 Underwater Pumpkin Carving at Blue Lagoon
Pg 10 Mammoth Lake and Gulf Rig Trip Report
Pg 12 October Social Outing and Restaurant of the Month
Pg 13 September Restaurant of the Month Report
Pg 15 Club Sponsors

WWW.DIVINGREBELS.ORG

October Meeting Program
Silent Auction and Crazy Scuba Videos

or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:
info@divingrebels.org

Join us for Underwater Pumpkin Carving
October 25-26
More Details in this Newsletter!

Upcoming Events Calendar
We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Nov
Dec

1
4-11
11
18
25-26
8
13

Member Meeting; Board Member Nominations
Sunscape, Curacao
Social Outing to Mystery Dinner Theater
Swap Meet
Underwater Pumpkin Carving at Blue Lagoon
Chili Cook-Off
Christmas Party

A great set of dive outings planned for 2014, so Join us at the Member
Meetings and Keep Watching the Web Site Calendar!
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Find a famous phrase consisting of words spelled
backwards throughout this newsletter, and enter it at the
next Member Meeting for a Cool Prize!

Ready for a Frightful
Good Time?
Spooky Underwater Pumpkin Carving
October 25-26

Birthdays
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

06
08
19
22
23
24
26
29

Tina Caron
Danny Bouska
Becky Marak
Sherry Hammond
William (BJ) Lasik
Jim Simpson
Sherry Strahla
Sandra Playle

Anniversaries

More Information in this Newsletter

None Noted

Come One, Come All!

Did we miss your special date? If so, it’s not in our database.
Contact Danny Barentine to update your info!

Our Last Social Outing for 2014
Mystery Dinner Theater
In Grapevine
October 11

Early Bird
Membership Renewals!

More Details In this Newsletter

Deep Discounts Now Available

Break out those Recipes!
And Join us for a Chili Cook-Off
November 8

See the Details in this Newsletter

Scuba Swap Meet
October 18

More Details Coming Soon

Silent Auction!

Mark your Calendars and
Bring your Gear to Trade!
More Information in this Newsletter

At the October Member Meeting

Volunteer!

A Week in Roatan up for Grabs!

Board Member Nominations
October 1 Member Meeting
Support your Club and
Help Set the Direction
by Taking a Seat on the Board

Over $2,300 of Cool
Merchandise and Services
Up for Sale

More Details in this Newsletter

Don’t forget to add your items
and be eligible for the Raffle Drawing

Last Chance!
Special Order Rebel Merchandise

More Details In this Newsletter

See Becky Marak at the October Meeting
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President’s Report
Wow, the end of Summer and the beginning of Fall has snuck up on us and
passed us by! Football games are being held almost every night of the week,
but that doesn't slow down the Rebels. We still have a lot more diving and
Club activities to complete!
My challenge to our members this month is to participate in the Silent Auction being held at the October
Membership Meeting. This is a change in tradition from the historic Chinese Auction and is the Club’s
largest fund raising event. Everyone enjoys the monthly outings and the meals and prizes at the Mid Year
and the Christmas Party, which are largely funded by this event. My challenge to you contains two parts:
1) Attend the October Membership Meeting making it the largest attended meeting of 2014,
2) Help the Club by bidding on the items on the tables during the auction.
The article in this newsletter provides information as to what some of the items being included in the Silent
Auction. Consider yourself challenged, and who knows what crazy thing I may come up with right before
the bidding begins or during the bidding!
A couple of days after the meeting, 16 folks will embark on what we anticipate to be some great diving in
Curacao. When we return, one week later we will have a Scuba Gear Swap Meet at Humperdinks. An
email will be sent out next week with additional information and times for the event.
October 25 and 26 will bring the Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest, which will again be held at The Blue
Lagoon in Huntsville TX and more information is in the newsletter. As the weather cools, so does the water
so in November, we come out of the water for the Annual Chili Cook-off. Make note of the date change to
November 8th! Also, make sure to mark your calendar for this year's Christmas Party, which will be held on
December 13th.
Also, don’t forget that October and November are important months as it is time for the nomination and
election of the 2015 Board of Directors. Please see the article elsewhere in the newsletter on the various
Board positions and their respective duties.
Keep on diving and supporting the Best Dive Club in Texas,
Danny
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Scuba Gear Swap Meet!
The Scuba Gear Swap Meet has been rescheduled for October 18th. Start going thru your dive gear and cull
out those items you don't use any longer to trade or sell! Or come out and see what folks have for sale or
trade to make your scuba gear complete!
This year's event will be held at Humperdinks from 11am to 3pm. There are a few tables available on a first
come first serve basis, so if you have tables you can bring, you are encouraged to do so.
Additional information will be sent out via email within the next couple weeks. The information will also
be posted on the Diving Rebels Website at www.divingrebels.org

Early Bird Membership Renewals
Every year, the Board has voted to provide discounted memberships for the upcoming year if club
memberships are renewed prior to the Christmas Party. This year is no different, however, we are providing
an even deeper discount if members renew prior to the November member meeting. The schedule and the
amounts for these discounts are listed below:
Prior to the November Member Meeting
Prior to the Christmas Party
After the Christmas Party

Single Diver
$20
$22
$25

Family
$30
$34
$40

Please note that membership dues will not be accepted at the Christmas Party.
If you cannot attend the October Meeting, please remember that Chase Quick Pay is always an option. For
more details on Chase Quick Pay, please refer to the May 2014 Newsletter on the Diving Rebels web site, or
contact Kevin Schuck at treasurer@divingrebels.org.
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Diving Rebels Wear
I have been asked recently if I can order more of this or some of that, and the
answer is absolutely YES! We can place custom orders, however, since we are
not placing bulk orders at this time, I can only get embroidered items (polo
shirts, hoodie jackets, fleece jackets, towels, hats, etc.)
I will be taking custom orders at the October meeting and turning in all of the orders after the October
meeting so they will be ready for you by the November meeting. All orders will be required to be paid in
full at the time of order (at the meeting).
If you are interested in something specific, please come see me at the next meeting and we can look through
the catalog and find you that special item that you can wear even on non-meeting days and proudly proclaim
your love for scuba diving and the Diving Rebels! And, on the plus side, save yourself the dreaded $0.50
non-wear fine!
Look forward to seeing you soon.
Becky Marak, Sr. Board Member

Silent Auction Update
The silent auction will be during the October 1st meeting. Members are invited to donate or solicit a
donation of a new item or service worth at least $50. It is preferred that our Dive Shop Sponsors are not
asked for silent action donations, so we may solicit donations from them for the Christmas party raffle. NonBoard Members that donate or secure a donation will receive a raffle ticket for a special drawing. The
number of tickets received will be based upon the value of the donated item as follows:
$50-$99.99 – 1 ticket
$100-$199.99 – 2 tickets
$200-$299.99 – 3 tickets
$300-$399.99 – 4 tickets
$400-$499.99 – 5 tickets
$600 and over – 6 tickets
Eht prizes will be advertised in the newsletter. Jim and Rita Simpson have already donated a week at
their condo on Roatan and will receive 6 tickets for the special drawing! Danny Bouska will provide a
donation letter that the board and members can give to those making a donation.
If you have any comments or suggestions for this fundraiser, please email Danny Bouska
(president@divingrebels.org) or Kevin Schuck (treasurer@divingrebels.org).

Page 5

Nominations for 2015 Board of Directors

Each year at the October Membership Meeting, which this year is on October 1st, nominations for the
various Board of Director positions are accepted. Club Members are urged to participate by running for a
position and provide valuable input into the continued growth and excellence the Diving Rebels has come to
represent.
Listed below are the positions and a brief summary of the duties of each board position. Per the Club ByLaws, to be eligible to serve on the Board of Directors, a member must have been a member in good
standing and have attended at least three (3) meetings and three (3) club dive outings between January 1 and
the October meeting, inclusive.
Board Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7pm but may be changed if a quorum cannot be
present. Though being on the Board of Directors does require a little extra time each month, it is not a great
amount of time and can be very rewarding.
The Board of Directors consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer corporate officers,
the Activities Chairperson, and two General Directors (Junior and Senior Board Members).
DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1. The President shall be the principle executive officer of the Corporation and shall preside at all
the meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors. He may sign, with the signature of
any other Officer of the Corporation authorized by the Board of Directors, any contracts or
instruments which the Board of Directors may authorize him.
2. The Vice-President shall serve in the place of the President in his inability, absence, or refusal to
act. He shall also serve as New Member Coordinator and is responsible for furnishing new
members with such materials that are provided for by the initiation fee.
3. The Treasurer speek an accurate record of the Club's financial affair and make reports to the
membership and the Board of Directors when called upon to do so.
4. The Secretary shall keep setunim of all meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors in
books provided for that purpose; shall see that all notice are duly given in accordance with the
provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law; shall be the custodian of the corporate records
and of the seal of the Corporation and see that the seal of the Corporation is affixed to such
documents as necessary and perform such other duties as assigned to him by the President of the
Board of Directors.
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5. The Activities Chairperson will have the following duties and responsibilities: Be aware of all
club activities so that members can have a source of information. Attend club and board
meetings. Organize dive outing coordinators. With the Officers, organize any eettimmoc as
necessary for club activities. Maintain and inventory club owned equipment and be responsible
for keeping track of members' use of the equipment.
6. The General Director shall attend meetings of the Board of Directors representing the general
membership of the Club and provide continuity. The Junior Board Member is responsible for the
50/50 Raffle and collecting the fine from members not wearing Rebel Wear at the Membership
Meeting along with other duties which may be assigned by the Board. The Senior Board member
is not an elected position, but one to which the Junior Board Member rolls. This was designed to
keep at least one Board Member from the previous board if an entirely new board were to be
elected. The Senior Board Member is responsible for Rebel Wear sales and ordering.
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club belongs to the Members and the Board of Directors is the voice of the
membership. The Board can assist with directing the Club and steering the Club toward continued growth
and prosperity, but the Members are who make it strong. The Diving Rebels have become known
throughout the United States and particularly in Texas as a very active dive club and that is because of its
members. If you are interested in one of the Board positions or have any questions, please feel free to
contact any of the current Board members.
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October Outing, Blue Lagoon – Huntsville, TX, October 25-26
Outing Coordinator: Danny Bouska

Join the Diving Rebels at the Blue Lagoon for an early Halloween and be hidden away in the haunting piney woods
just north of Huntsville Texas off I45. For over twenty years the eerie lagoon has served the divers of Texas with
aqua blue bodies………….of water, carving (training) platforms, mysteriously sunken boats and miscellaneous
ghoulish items. There is primitive camping if you dare, an onsite air station, concessions, and ice.
The entrance fee for divers and non-divers is $16.00 per day. A C-card holder must accompany non-Divers. There
is no charge for children under 10 & non-diving parents accompanying minors during diving lessons.
The Blue Lagoon opens at 8am on Saturday the 25th and Sunday the 26th. Camping is also available on Friday
night, the 24th. The gates close at 10pm on Friday. Come out Friday night or on Saturday, spend the day or the
weekend, campout under the stars in the haunting piney woods, or grab a hotel room in nearby Huntsville.
Saturday events and flexible tentative times are:
8:00am
12:00pm
2:00pm
6:30pm
7:00pm

“Spooky” Campsite Decorating (ongoing all day)
Diving, Diving, Diving
Pumpkin preparation starts
Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest
Halloween Themed “Spooky” Campsite Decorating Judging
Presentation of Awards

If you wish to camp, your entry fee allows you to camp overnight but there is a two-day minimum fee so if you
come in Saturday and leave Sunday the fee is $32.00. The Blue Lagoon does not allow pets. There are Porta
Potties scattered throughout the property.
There will be a meal share for Saturday lunch and dinner. If you are not familiar with a “Meal Share”, the cost of
the 2 meals is added together and divided by the number of participants. You are responsible for your own drinks.
Air fills are $8.00, rental tanks are $12.00. If you need other gear: Regs $20.00, BCD $20.00, Wetsuits $20.00,
Weights $10.00
We need to know if you’re coming! Sign Up sheets will be available at the October 1st meeting. If you are
unable to make the meeting and want to participate, and to assure we have plenty of food please email
president@divingrebels.org or call Danny at 817-381-5051. This email address or phone number can also be
used for questions about the outing.
If signing up for the outing via email please include: When you will be arriving, how many people in your puorg, if
you are camping, staying in Huntsville or just making a day trip, and if you are participating in the meal share.
Directions: Take I45 south from Dallas/Ft Worth toward Houston. Take Exit 123 approximately 7 miles north of
Huntsville and turn left (east) at Farm to Market Rd 1696/Pinedale Rd. Continue to follow Pinedale Rd for
approximately 4 miles. The Blue Lagoon entrance will be on the left.
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Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest Rules
Bring your own pumpkin, any size you wish. All pumpkins must be checked in upon arrival at our camping area at the
Blue Lagoon. DO NOT pre-clean/gut or pre-draw/trace your pumpkin before check-in at the Blue Lagoon. Pumpkins
will be marked at check-in and held in the “Pumpkin Patch” until time for eht carving. There will be three categories:
Scariest, Ugliest and Best Design.
1. At 1:00, you may pick up your pumpkin from the “Pumpkin Patch”.
2. You will have two sruoh to gut your pumpkin (on land), trace by pencil or marker if desired (no
precutting of the pumpkin of any kind, except to remove the top for gutting).
3. At 3:00, buddy teams will enter the water and begin the underwater carving of the pumpkins.
NOTE: THE BLUE LAGOON IS PERMITTING US TO HAVE THE UNDERWATER PUMPKIN
CARVING CONTEST WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ALL PUMPKINS MUST BE
GUTTED and CLEANED BEFORE BEING TAKEN INTO THE WATER. NOT GUTTING
& CLEANING THE PUMPKIN BEFORE ENTERING THE WATER IS AN AUTOMATIC
DISQUALIFICATION AND MUST ALSO CLEAN UP ANY MESS MADE BY THE GUTS.
4. Must practice safe diving; therefore, must have a buddy and cannot enter the water by yourself. Both members of
the buddy team may carve their own pumpkin.
5. Carving must be done on the platform.
6. No weights can be used to assist in submerging or holding down the pumpkin on the platform.
7. May use any object you wish for carving.
8. Must surface with no less than 500psi in tank. (safe diving practice)
9. All carved items must be caught in some kind of bag and removed from the lagoon.
10. Each team will be required to check in and out of the water.
11. If by chance your pumpkin were to abort the dive prior to finishing or starting, you may retrieve your
pumpkin and continue.
12. All pumpkins wishing to be judged must be returned to the “Pumpkin Patch” by 5pm.

!!!
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Mammoth Lake/Houston Rig Dives
Labor Day 2014
We had a wonderful time at Blue Lagoon!
Ok, well, that said … this wasn’t the Blue Lagoon, but Mammoth Lake and Rig Dives, so the answer there is
well… we didn’t really have a great time. As a matter of fact, the Rig dive ranks as probably the worst
Ocean dive that I have been on – so with that I’ll get on to some specifics. It was stormy the entire weekend,
so most of us that went ended up bailing to a hotel. So at the hotel, rooms were not cleaned, toilets used by
someone else, lights didn’t work in the bathrooms, etc. Strike One!
So let’s try a Dive at Mammoth Lake. Ok so visibility is about – here it comes – maybe three feet. Sigh.
Strike Two! On a positive note, there are many things to see at Mammoth, and they are very well marked,
with plumb lines between the attractions, so it actually didn’t turn out that bad. Kind of like the blind men
exploring the elephant – everybody “sees” something different, but you could actually get around and crawl
in/around interesting and new things. I would recommend that we maybe go back – in the spring when viz is
better. The C-130 was interesting, broken into multiple parts and fully accessible so we could crawl along
the pieces and explore. We did notice that the pilot did not make it out in one piece, seems to have lost his
head in the downing. Other things that were interesting included the bus wreck – two buses posed in a
‘wreck’. With the visibility being as low as it was, as we found the bus, we entered and explored, when
exited, we notice that there was something much different, a second bus on top of the first for more
exploration. There were trolley cars, trucks, a fighter jet, boats, all in all lots to ’see’.
Then came Sunday. The group split with one half staying in town and exploring the town and the other half
going on the Rig dive. As for those that did the Rig dive, well … Six to eight foot swells, and oh the boat
did not have tank holders (as advertised), so the captain laid them all on a bunk in the cabin. Needless to
say, in 6-8 foot swells, the tanks did not want to stay in the bunk, so they got up to have a party on the cabin
floor, and then got tired so they just crashed where they were, against the cabin door so nobody could come
in. So we broke into the cabin by pulling the hatch off the hinges to get to the tanks. Being as the tanks
were exhausted after their party, they succumbed to snoring – okay venting – okay so the valves got knocked
on a few of them and sesol all their air – before we arrived at the rig. We did find enough full tanks of the
right valve types (some of us have DIN valves, others the more common Yolks) so we could get our gear
together.
So with the swells, and wind, and current, we couldn’t safely tie up to the rig, so we all geared up, the
captain backed the boat close to the rig leg, and we played commando and all backward rolled at the same
time. So – imagine 6 to 8 foot swells, about a 1-1.5 knot current, and two foot visibility. Kind of like a
milky green washing machine. We’re muck divers, so, Sandra and I got about 25 minutes down before we
bailed, Johnny and Connie went about 35 minutes before they quit, and oh yeah, there was a Dive Master –
probably the least experienced of the lot of us. He couldn’t remember to put his hand above his head when
ascending, so he got a nasty knock on his noggin when he slammed into the underside of the rig. Oh yeah,
did I tell you the Coast Guard boarded us? Strike Three!
As for the folks that stayed in town to explore, they found some quite interesting street names, and
eventually located the Texas Parks and Wildlife Sea Center Texas aquarium. So they finally got to see some
of the creatures that the rest of us missed. On the plus side, there were some great seafood places around, so
we did make up for the crummy diving. Below are a few pictures that we did get of the group.
Page 10

Page 11

Lone Star Dinner Theater
Mystery/Dinner Show
Rebel Social Outing &
Restaurant of the Month-October
Where:

Lone Star Dinner Theater featuring “ Derailed and Departed ”

Address:

816 South Main Street Grapevine, TX 76051

When:

Saturday, October 11 th Doors Open at 7:00pm & Dinner at 8:00pm

Web:

http://www.texasstardinnertheater.com

Phone:

(817) 310-5588 T-F 9:30a-5:30p & Sat. 10a-4p (Closed Sunday & Monday)

Email:

Kelly Barentine or Tina Caron - social@divingrebels.org

Tina and I have found a unique event taht we hope you are as excited about as we are. The Diving Rebel
Social/RofM will be a Murder Mystery Dinner experience. The Texas Star Dinner Theater is the only
venue in North Texas designed exclusively for murder mystery dinner theater! The event comes highly
recommended for their food and entertainment value. This is a one of a kind experience, and who better
to enjoy it with than a one of a kind group of people?
•
•
•
•
•

Ticket Prices: $59.00 + sales tax per person (Does not include tip)
Ticket Includes: Show, Dinner, Dessert w/Iced Tea, Coffee and/or Water (Sodas and Alcohol
are extra)
To Attend: You may purchase your ticket online via the website or contact them to purchase over
the phone. Be sure to let them know you are with the Diving Rebels group!
Menu Options: The menu is available on the web and be aware that you will need to select your
meal choice at the time of ticket purchase. You have a choice between four meal options -- Beef,
Chicken, Fish or Vegetarian. You will also choose your dessert.
If you wish to go it is recommended that you purchase your tickets a minimum of one week in
advance. Sooner than that may be better.

BE AWARE!!!
All ticket sales are final, there are no refunds or exchanges.
Come on out with us dna experience something completely off the wall and guaranteed
to be fun.
Thank you,
Kelly Barentine, Co-coordinator
Tina Caron, Co-coordinator
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By: Kelly Barentine

It si hard to believe but we are getting close to wrapping up the Restaurant of the Month for 2014. Maybe
you are asking yourself the same as I, “where did this year go?” With that said we still have a couple of
more locations to visit so be prepared for more awesome food and company.
In September the group made their way near AT&T Stadium, home of our beloved Cowboys to a location
that has been around since 1957. We all converged upon Candlelite Inn off Division at the
recommendation of Rebel Nick Neal.
What was great was that we had several new faces that joined us this month. It is always great to see new
faces because they always add color and fun to the conversation. Everyone who attends the RofM brings
with them so much fun and I bet they don’t even realize it.
If you have never attended a RofM you are really missing out. In the beginning the conversations are
buzzing with all types of topics. What never fails is the quiet that falls on the group as food is delivered
and people begin to taste the goodness in front of them. After about 2-3 bites of the meal then the taste
comparisons begin among the group. Everyone in attendance had a really good time just getting to hang
out.
What is exciting is October’s Social/RofM plan. The Rebels will be attending an event that has never been
proposed to the club before; we will take part in murder. Well actually we watch a Murder Mystery
Comedy at the Lone Star Theater in Grapevine. Look for the information in this newsletter and we will see
you there on Saturday, October 11th at about 6pm. It will be, “mmaarrveelous!”
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebel Sponsors!
`
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