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MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday – January 8, 2014
Humperdinks, 700 Six Flags Rd, Arlington, TX
6:30pm Social 7:15pm Meeting
What’s Inside?
Pg 2 Events and Outings at a Glance, Member News!
Pg 3 Thank you to our Sponsors!
Pg 4 Presidents Report
Pg 5 Christmas Party
Pg 7 San Marcos River Outing
Pg 9 Wine and Cheese Party and Arctic Dive
Pg 11 Scuba Olympics
Pg 13 Utila, Honduras Trip
Pg 14 Club Sponsors

To contact a member of the Board, please
visit our website at:

January Meeting Program
Curacao / Bonaire

WWW.DIVINGREBELS.ORG
or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:
info@divingrebels.org

By The Diving Rebels

Join us for the Diving Rebel
Post-Christmas Party on January 11
and
The San Marcos River Cleanup on January 25
More Details in this Newsletter!

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Upcoming Events Calendar
Jan
Jan
Jan
Feb
Feb
Mar

6
11
25-26
22-23
22-23
22

Membership Meeting
Post-Christmas Party
San Marcos River Outing
Texas Dive Show
Arctic Dive at Lake Murray
Scuba Olympics

A great set of dive outings planned for 2014, so Join us at the Member
Meetings and Keep Watching the Web Site Calendar!
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Santa Rescheduled!

Birthdays

Due to inclement weather, our Christmas Party has
become a Post-Christmas Party, but with just as
much fun as before!
Please join us on January 11 for the festivities!
If you had purchased tickets but are unable to join,
please bring your tickets to Mark Stonebridge at the
January meeting for a refund.

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

Dnif a famous phrase consisting of words spelled
backwards throughout this newsletter, and enter it at the
next Member Meeting for a Cool Prize!

Pamela Roth
Ron Smith
Danny Barentine
Kyle Henson
Nick Boyett
Gena Natho-Richerson
Diana Pittman
Selena Woodward

Anniversaries
Jan

Congratulations to Becky Marak ohw won
Last month’s secret phrase drawing
“You must do the things you think you cannot do.”
By Eleanor Roosevelt
Submit the Secret Phrase at the Next Member Meeting,
and Win a Prize!

00
04
22
23
25
28
29
29

5 Gary and Susan Gressett

Did we miss your special date? If so, it’s not in our database.
Contact Danny Barentine to update your info!

Save the Date
for Utila, Honduras!
June 28 – July 5, 2014
Reduced Deposit of $250
to Hold Your Spot!

Ready, Set, Bubbles!

More Details In this Newsletter

March 2014 Scuba Olympics!

We are 53 Rebels Strong!

A chance to have have fun underwater and
compete for prizes!

Don’t forget to renew for 2014

Purchase your tickets at the January Member Meeting

Mark your Calendars!

!

More details in this Newsletter!
Due to the Christmas Party being rescheduled for
January
Restaurant of the Month
will resume in February, 2014

Rebel Spotlight!
We want to hear about your or another member’s diving
accomplishments! Have you started a new class? Have you
completed a new certification?

Join us for the
San Marcos River Cleanup
Jauary 25-26
More Details in this Newsletter

The Annual Diving Rebel
Arctic Wine & Cheese
Extravaganza is Feb. 22-23
Purchase your tickets at the January
Member Meeting

Please email the newsletter editor on the web site
Under Club Information,
Board of Directors, Newsletter Editor

More Details In this Newsletter
Page 2

Social Committee!
Due to the diverse interests of our
Membership, and the popularity of past social
events, the Board has decided to formalize
the Diving Rebel Social Committee.
This Committee is co-coordinated by
Kelly Barentine and Tina Caron.
Kelly and Tina will be continuing the everpopular Restaurants of the Month, and also
organizing quarterly social outings for our
Members and Guests.
Please provide ideas you may have for events
to Kelly and Tina!

Christmas Party Itinerary at a Glance
4:30
6:00
6:00-7:00
7:00
7:15
7:30
7:45
8:00
8:00
8:05
8:15
8:30
9:30
10:30

Setup Committee Arrives
Drop off your gift for the gift exchange
Pictures with Santa
Dinner is Served
Special Prize for Early Ticket Holders
Judging of Dessert Competition
Last Call for Raffle Tickets
Photo Contest Winners
Raffle Ticket Sale Ends
Raffle Begins
Dessert Competition Winners
Gift Exchange
Service Award and Diver of the Year
Cleanup Committee gets Started

THANK YOU to our SPONSORS!
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club would like to say a huge THANK YOU to the DFW Metroplex
Dive Shops and scuba-related businesses, which support the Diving Rebels Scuba Club.
We place a banner ad on our main website page with an active link to your website and in
2013, there was a total of 3833 clicks which averaged 479 clicks for each of our listed
supporters. The Diving Rebels hope that through these clicks several customers were gained
by each of our supporters!
If you represent a dive shop or dive related business and would like to find out how your dive
related business can have a banner ad on the Diving Rebels Scuba Club website, please send an
email to info@divingrebels.org

!

!
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President’s Report
!

Happy New Year!
I hope 2014 has started out great and continues to be great throughout the year! The
Board of Directors and I are looking forward to a great year of activities and fun with
the Diving Rebels family in 2014. Each year, I make a list of “remember to’s” in the
January letter. So what do you need to remember?
Remember that during 2013, we reached a milestone as our membership topped 100 members in October.
We want to see our growth continue during 2014. That won’t happen if you don’t renew your membership
and urge fellow divers to join the Club. Renew your membership before the start of the March Membership
Meeting so you won’t have to repay the initiation fee and you won’t miss any of the fun the Club has planned
during 2014.
Also, remember to review and update your contact information with Danny Barentine at the upcoming
Membership Meetings. Don’t miss out on Club Activities because you changed your email address or phone
number and didn’t tell us.
Please remember that this is your Club and though the Board of Directors is elected to help manage and
maintain the course of the Club, you, as members are who make the Club strong and keep it going as it has for
the last 55 years. We need your help in coordinating outings and helping at events such as the Scuba Gear
Swap Meet, the Scuba Olympics and your help is needed as meal coordinators or activity coordinators at
outings. Your attendance at outings is the most important means of helping make an outing a success. We
had great attendance in 2013 at all out outings and meetings so let’s do the same in 2014.
Check the website frequently and each month’s newsletter for additional information on outings and Club
events. Checking the site and newsletter is great but remembering to mark those dates on your calendar and
making plans to attend is very important.
If you’re not aware, the Diving Rebels Forum can be accessed by clicking on “Member Only Area” on the
website menu, but you have to register to gain access. Full access to the forum is reserved for dues paying
Club members only; however, there are areas that are viewable to the public. Your access request is verified
against the email address on file with the Club. Once verified, you will be notified that your access has been
approved. The forum is where you can find the Membership List, outing documents, discussion of outings or
other dive locations and even an area to post items you may want to sell or see if a fellow member is selling
something you need.
I am looking forward to a great year of not only diving, but also social events such as the Restaurant of the
Month that restarts in February. With the increase in our membership, we are looking to increase our social
activities and have appointed Social Coordinators for 2014. In addition to the Restaurant of the Month, Kelly
Barentine and Tina Caron will be organizing quarterly social events so watch for more information on these
events in upcoming newsletters, emails and the website.
So if you’re taking the plunge anytime soon, wear the appropriate thermal protection and have fun!
Danny
PS: Don’t forget the Christmas Party which was rescheduled for January 11th after Mother Nature threw us a
curve ball on December 7th!
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A Rebel Christmas Party
Tis no better way to wrap up 2013 than to hang out with
your Rebel friends and toast to the Holiday Season! Come
and make merry with those who call you Friend!
When: Saturday, December 7

t h

Where: Richard Simpson Park Bldg.
6300 Arkansas Lane in Arlington
Setup: 4:30pm
Arrival: 6:00 pm
Dinner: 7:00 pm
Breakdown: 11:00 pm
Cost: $5.00 p.p. Entry & Side Dish or Dessert

Sign up sheets will be located at the November and December meetings to
volunteer to be a part of the Set Up and Breakdown Committees.
Party Itinerary:
Presentations: Diver of the Year, Service Award &Photography Contest Winners
Gift Exchange: Annual gift exchange should you wish to participate. A NEW gift
worth between $20-$25 is required to participate.

Raffle: Tickets will be available for purchase at the December Meeting and at the
Christmas party. Tickets will not be sold after the first raffle ticket is pulled. NO
EXCEPTIONS! So purchase tickets early! See Becky Marak to purchase.

Dessert Contest: This is a popular event and we have decided to offer it again. Our
members have baking skills and this is your opportunity to show them off, let us
see what cha got! See the separate information sheet in this newsletter and at the
meetings for rules and details.

Early Party Ticket Purchase Advantage: If you purchase your entry ticket early
you will be eligible for a special prize drawing.
Plus More!
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It is well known that our club is filled with multitalented individuals who rarely get to demonstrate their
alter skill sets.
That needs to change!
I encourage you to participate in the 3rd Annual Diving Rebel Dessert
Competition and show this crowd what you can do. There is not any
fee to enter, just choose which category you wish to enter your
masterpiece in – Pie, Cake, or Other (or all 3) and get to creating.
There will be entry cards to take at the November and December
meetings, and bring then filled out with your entry. All entries must
be registered by 7:00 p.m. at the Christmas Party on December 7th to
be eligible.
Note: Please try to cover your entry so that it remains a secret.
Last year this competition was a huge success so we hope it is even
bigger this year. Prizes will be awarded to first place winners in each
category, with a Grand Prize winner picked from those three.
Judging will be on:
Taste / Flavor ~ Originality / Design ~ Appearance / Design
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Diving Rebel’s January 25-26 2014
Outing to the San Marcos River

As has been its practice since at least 1996, the Diving Rebels will conduct its January outing tradition with
the annual San Marcos River cleanup that will take place on Saturday, January 25. We will plan to start the
dive at the usual meeting place there at the south side of the Aquarena Springs Drive bridge at the river
about 1 PM. Steve Ogden is the outing coordinator and his cell number is (214) 641-6013. Call if you are
running a bit late so we know to wait for you.
We will enter the water on the south side of the bridge and exit at Rio Vista Park, about one mile
downstream. A map is attached noting the location of the entry and exit locations. For the most part, this is
a relaxing fresh-water drift dive and in some places early in the dive you can just obtain a stable, motionless
position and let the current move you along. Depending on the water level, there may be some rather
shallow spots about one-half way along the dive, but these are navigable.
We will have prizes for the collector of the most trash and as well the collector of the most unusual piece of
trash, as voted by the participants. So bring your mesh laundry bags and/or onion sacks and be prepared to
scour the river bottom for collectables. Marcus Greenberg is the defending champion for the most trash
collected so he wears the target this year.
As has become somewhat of a tradition, that evening we will plan for dinner together at Palmer’s Restaurant
(http://www.palmerstexas.com/). On Sunday morning, we most likely will follow our past practice of
breakfast at Herbert’s Taco Hut (http://www.herbertstacohut.com).
There are a number of reasonably priced motels in the San Marcos area, fairly close by the river. Hotel rates
in the San Marcos area can be reviewed at http://www.hotels-rates.com/hotel_chain/San_Marcos/TX/usa. I
generally stay at the Motel 6 (http://www.motel6.com/ms/select-stay.do), located just south of I-35 and
Aquarena Springs Drive, the exit to the dive. The map on the next page also notes the Motel 6 location. For
internet reservations, rates are $45.99 + tax for a single, and $51.99 + tax for double occupancy. Phone
reservations are $5 more for each category. Additional information regarding the Motel 6 location is noted
on the following page. Hotel rates in the San Marcos area can be reviewed at http://www.hotelsrates.com/hotel_chain/San_Marcos/TX/usa. Camping is also available in the area if you are so inclined.
For those outing participants who have completed the Diving for Science certification program, as we did
this past July, we will perform a volunteer dive at the Meadows Center for Water and the Environment
(former Aquarena Center) on Sunday morning probably about 10 AM.
In addition to the map below, I have included a few pictures from our 2013 river cleanup. Hope to see you
there!!
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M
Mootteell 66 SSaann M
Maarrccooss ##333344
1321 N I-35, I-35 at SR 82 Loop, Exits #206/205
San Marcos, TX, 78666
Phone: (512) 396-8705
FAX: (512) 396-7162

1

3

1 – Entry
Site

2

2 – Exit Site
3 – Motel 6

Steve “Oggie” Ogden

Steve “Oggie” Ogden
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Diving Rebel’s February 22-23 2014
Wine and Cheese Party and Arctic Dive
The Rebels will join with the Scubadillos and any other interested divers for the
annual Wine & Cheese Party /Arctic Dive on February 22 and 23 at the Marietta
Landing campground area at Lake Murray State Park about 24 miles north of the
Texas border and seven miles northeast of Marietta, Oklahoma. As was the case last year, the dates of the
outing are also those for the Texas Dive Show at the Arlington Convention Center. The recommendation is
that you join us at Lake Murray on Saturday and then attend the dive show on Sunday.
There will be a number of activities associated with the outing. For those hardy souls with thick wet suits
and with dry suits, the pool (lake) will be open for diving. This will be performed on an ad hoc basis with
no certain times scheduled for diving. Talk to those you know will probably be diving and plan your dive
schedule.
As in previous years, throughout the day on Saturday, we will have a silent auction where participants have
an opportunity to bid on that item that is missing from their dive gear inventory or that is needed for a
backup. If you have gear that has been lying dormant in your garage or storage shed and you would like to
have your respective dive club reap the revenue gained by the successful bid price of this item, please
consider donating various items for the silent auction. We will note the club origin of the donor and that
club will then receive the money generated by that item. You can either bring items that day or, if you will
not be able to attend the outing, but would like to donate nonetheless, you can bring it to either the January
or February dive club meetings or contact Steve Ogden (214 641-6013) to make arrangements for the item to
be picked up.
Elizabeth Neumann will again be coordinating the meal, which we will plan for about 5 PM. Elizabeth will
provide the main dish of pulled pork and we would like to solicit volunteers to provide a variety of side
dishes as well as appetizers and desserts, so if you have a favorite, please share it with us. You will be
reimbursed for your costs. If you are interested in assisting in this manner, please contact Elizabeth (817
995-4677) so she can coordinate this.
After the dinner, we will start our wine and cheese contest. So scour your wine cellar or favorite liquor store
to bring your best / worst red and white wines, as well as best cheese, for the judging. Gift certificates will
be provided for the winners. Also, we need judges, so if you are not a contest participant and would like to
judge, please let Steve Ogden know.
Assuming and hoping that there will not be fire ban, we will plan to have a bonfire going most of the day
and well into the night. So if you have some wood / old fencing you would like to rid yourself of, please
consider bringing this along. I plan to bring my typical trailer load of wood.
Those wishing to spend the night at the park have several options. Rooms at the Lake Murray Lodge as well
as cabins are available for rental. To make reservations for cabin rental & lodge rooms, call toll free (800)
257-0322 or direct line (580) 223-6600 (Lake Murray State Park link:
http://www.stateparks.com/lake_murray.html). Trailer and tent camping is available on a first-come, firstserved basis. As in past years, the campground will be opened and available to us a week ahead of the
opening to the public, so there should be plenty of space available. Three maps below provide directions to
the Lake Murray and the Marietta Landing campground.
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Marietta Landing

Marietta Landing

Marietta Landing

Page 10

Diving Rebels Scuba Olympics I
March 22, 2014
Have you ever aspired to stand on the gold medal platform at the Olympics?
Well, now is your chance! Come join your fellow Rebel divers in a HEATED
indoor pool for some fun-filled scuba competitions.

Tentative Time and Location
Place:
Date:
Time:
Bring:
Cost:

Kirby Creek Natatorium, 3201 Corn Valley Road, Grand Prairie, TX 75052
Saturday, March 22, 2014
6:30 – 9:30 p.m. Would suggest that you arrive at 6:00 p.m. to begin putting
your gear together. We may not enter the water until 6:30, but the competitions
will begin as soon as possible after that time.
Your scuba and snorkel gear, personal beverages (no alcohol), and finger-foods
to share!
$5 – Tickets on sale beginning at the January Member Meeting

Certainly bragging rights are on the line, but we will also have some great prizes for our overall 1st, 2nd, and
3rd place winners. Points will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places in each event, so you are encouraged to
enter as many events as you dare! 10 points are awarded for each 1st place finish, 7 points for 2nd place, and
5 points for 3rd place. Sign-up sheets for the events will be available beginning at the January member
meeting. You can always enter at the last minute, but signing up ahead of time helps us with scheduling our
time at the pool more effectively. If you don’t want to compete, but want to help judge the events, we need
your help too! Please indicate that you want to be a judge on the sign-up sheets. Please note that you may
still need to be on scuba to judge these events.
Since this will be happening over the dinner hour, the club will be providing a snack table with sandwiches,
chips and cookies. Tickets for the meal are $5, and can be purchased beginning at the January member
meeting. Please purchase your tickets early so that we can ensure we have enough food for everyone! We
would also encourage members to bring your favorite finger foods to share, along with the beverages of your
choice. Please note that this is school property, so alcoholic beverages and tobacco products are not
permitted!
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Scuba Olympic Events
1. Lift Bag Balloon Blow Out – Buddy teams are issued a mesh bag that is tied to a 5 lb. lead
weight, and 10 balloons. Buddy teams must successfully lift their mesh bag using balloons that
they have inflated underwater to the surface. This is a timed event.
2. Hula-Hoop Scuba Slalom – Individual divers will begin at one end of the pool, and scuba through
a slalom course of hula-hoops to reach the other end of the pool. This is a timed event, and 5
seconds are deducted for each touch (including gear) of the hula-hoop.
3. Bail Out! – Individual divers will place all of their gear (including mask, weights, tank, etc.) into
the deep end of the pool. The diver must descend and put on all gear correctly, and then do a
proper ascent to the surface. This is a timed event. Divers will be disqualified if they do not
complete the exercise.
4. Buddy Gear Swap – Buddy teams swim from the shallow end to the deep end, and switch all gear
except wetsuits, and then return to the shallow end. This is a timed event.
5. Underwater Communication – One buddy from each buddy team is at the shallow end of the pool,
and the other buddy is underwater at the deep end. A phrase is given to all of the shallow team
members. They must swim underwater to their buddy at the deep end and ‘communicate’ the
phrase, without writing on a tablet, to their buddy. When the buddy team chooses, they can return
together to the shallow end. The deep-end buddy must repeat the phrase without help from their
buddy. This will be a timed event, and 5 seconds will be deducted for each word in the phrase
that is incorrect.
6. Hover – Individual divers go underwater in the deep end and sit still. Each diver has 10 seconds
to get buoyant. Must hover above the pool bottom, and not ascend to the surface without moving
their arms or their legs. If a judge determines that a diver has moved their arms/legs, then they are
immediately finished at that time and must surface. 10 points are awarded for each diver that can
complete 5 minutes. 7 points are awarded for 3 minutes. 4 points are awarded for 1 minute.
7. Buddy Check! - A scuba rig is assembled incorrectly on the pool deck. This is a timed event
where an individual diver skees to determine everything that is wrong with the rig, and submits
their answers in writing. 1 minute is added for each incorrect answer submitted.

NOTE: The Decisions and Rulings of our Esteemed Judges llahs be
Final!!
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“Dive Utopia! The Bay Islands, Honduras”
With the Diving Rebels Scuba Club!!
"##$!%&!!'()#!*+!,!'(-.!/0!*123

!

!

Dive, snorkel, spa and relax at Utopia Village.
Fly into Roatan, the largest of The Bay Islands or San
Pedro Sula and take an island hopper to Utila –HOME
OF THE WHALE SHARK! Get away from it all and
stay at this remote adventure resort located off the coast
of Honduras. Utopia’s greatest asset is the world-class
reef just at its front door. Divers will delight in the purple
sea fan gar- den, giant Stag Horn and Elk Horn coral
formations and the variety of marine life including
turtles, rays, lobster, Queen Angels and much more!

Dive Package: $1399 pp dbl occupancy
Non Diver:
$1299 pp dbl occupancy
Full service PADI dive shop
• Unlimited shore diving
• Whale Sharks & Dolphin excursions
• Beachfront rooms and balconies
• Eco permitted resort

Diver Package Includes:
• Choice of king or double full accommodations
• Round trip air transfers to Utila from Roatan or
San Pedro Sula
• Land/boat transfers to and from airport in Utila
• Welcome cocktail and appetizer
• Daily breakfast, lunch, three-course dinner and
snack designed by a four-star chef
• Coffee, tea, filtered water. Orange juice during
breakfast hours
• Sunday – Thursday, 2 tank morning boat dives
• Weekly scheduled night dive
• Complimentary shore diving
• Tanks, weights and belts
• Gear valet service
• Refreshments & towels on boat
• Private equipment room with oversized lockers
• Gear rentals & dive light rentals available

Contact: Danny Bouska at: diveutopia@divingrebels.org
for information & reservations
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebel Sponsors!
`
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