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Events and Outings at a Glance, Member News!
Presidents Report
Chinese Auction
Trash, Trash and More Trash!
Board of Directors Nominations
Underwater Pumpkin Carving at the Blue Lagoon
Mystery Picture
July Spring Lake Trip Report
August Lake Murray Trip Report
September Restaurant of the Month
August Restaurant of the Month Report
Club Sponsors

WWW.DIVINGREBELS.ORG
or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:

September Meeting Program
Participate in the Chinese Auction!
More Details in this Newsletter

Join us for Underwater
Pumpkin Carving!!
October 26-27
We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Date has changed! Details in this Newsletter!
Upcoming Events Calendar
Sep
Sep
Sep
Sep
Oct
Oct

4
6
18-28
21
5
26-27

Membership Meeting
Restaurant of the Month
Curacao / Bonaire
Hells Gate Cleanup at Possum Kingdom
Trash Fest
Blue Lagoon

A great set of dive outings planned for 2013, so Join us at the Member
Meetings and Keep Watching the Web Site Calendar!
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Date Change!

Save the Date
for Utila, Honduras!

Please note that our

Annual Rebel Chili Cook-Off

The next Rebel Blue Water Trip
June 28 – July 5, 2014

has moved from Nov 9 to Nov 2
Start hunting down your winning recipe,
because more details will be coming next month

More Details Coming
In Future Newsletters

Treasurer’s Topic
BUDGET AMENDMENT:
During the August Member meeting many issues were
discussed but none more important than the budget. In
the spirit of keeping those members informed who cannot
attend the meetings regularly I have this tidbit of
information for you.
There was a proposed Budget Amendment (for specifics
read the meeting minutes) to allot $450 for the Photo
Contest that will end in November. There will be 2
Grand Prize winners of $150 each (photo/video) and $25
1st Place winners (see rules for details).
SCUBA BINGO:
At the August meeting we had a good time playing Scuba
Bingo which is always a crowd pleaser. We gave away
prizes in the amounts of $15 + coupon, $25 + coupon,
and $35 + coupon & weekend at Jim & Rita Simpsons
cabin. The “FUNdraiser” brought in a total of $105 that
will be added to the bank account and in turn be used
towards outings and/or club parties. It was a great
turnout and I appreciate the club’s support financially.
!

Check out the Mystery Picture
Of a Bandit Rebel!

Congratulations to Kelly Barentine who
won last month’s secret phrase drawing
“It’s always too early to quit”

Submit the Secret Phrase at the Next
Member Meeting, and Win a Prize!
Find a famous phrase consisting of words
spelled backwards throughout this
newsletter, and enter it at the next Member
Meeting for a Cool Prize!

We continue to grow!
We are 90 Rebels Strong!
Diving Rebel Board Nominations
Coming in October!
Consider Running for a Board Position and
Setting the Direction
For this Awesome Club!

Don’t forget to Snap those Photos
and Enter the Rebel Photo Contest!
See the Website for the Official Rules

Lots of new Rebel Wear Items!
See Connie Mitchell to place an order, or
purchase existing Merchandise
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Check out the new Diving Rebels
Board at Humperdinks!
See Connie Mitchell if you have
Memorabilia to contribute!

President’s Report
!
Wow, how the end of August
has snuck up on us! The “yellow dogs” on the
streets and highways are an ever-present reminder that school has started and
summer is ending. JUST wait a minute, summer can’t end yet, the Rebels have
a lot more diving activities to complete!

Each month I try to challenge our members, and the membership steps up and meets that challenge. At the
September Membership Meeting, the Annual Chinese Auction will be held. This is the Clubs largest fund
raising event. Everyone enjoys the monthly outings and the meals and prizes at the Mid Year and the
Christmas Party, which are largely funded by this event. My challenge to you contains three parts: 1) Attend
the September Membership Meeting making it the largest attended meeting of 2013, 2) Bring an item to
include in the bidding, 3) Help the Club by bidding on other items during the auction. The article in this
newsletter provides information as to what to bring and how to bring it. You never know what may be in the
package on which you are bidding. Items in the past have included a week’s stay at a condo on the island of
Roatan Honduras, a weekend getaway in Arkansas, BCDs, and many other valuable items. Consider yourself
challenged, and who knows what crazy thing I may come up with right before the bidding begins or during
the bidding!
I want to thank everyone for the great turn out at Lake Murray this past weekend. I won’t give away all the
details so read more in the outing review elsewhere in the newsletter. There are many activities going on
over the next few months, one of which will have actually started or could be over by the time you are reading
this newsletter. There is a group enjoying the cool waters of the Frio River in Garner State Park for the Labor
Day Outing. Then later this month, 21 folks will embark on what we anticipate to be some great diving in
Curacao and Bonaire. There are 14 members going to Curacao on September 18th and then on to Bonaire on
September 21st where 7 additional folks will join us. We hope that the coral will stay on its lunar schedule so
the group can view the coral spawn before our departure.
October 26 and 27 will bring the Annual Pumpkin Carving Contest which will again be held at The Blue
Lagoon in Huntsville TX and more information is in the newsletter. As the weather cools, so does the water
so in November, we come out of the water for the Annual Chili Cook-off. Make note of the date change to
November 2nd!
Also, don’t forget that October and November are important months as it is time for the nomination and
election of the 2014 Board of Directors. Please see the article elsewhere in the newsletter on the various
Board positions and their respective duties.
Also in the newsletter, you will find the announcement of next year’s blue water dive trip. One of the
owners’ of this resort lives locally, has spoken at numerous meetings and has donated several buy one get one
free packages, so the week of June 28 – July 5, 2014 has been chosen to invade this resort. Located on a
small island off the coast of Honduras, the resort is located in an area that is best known for whale sharks
being around the island all year. This summer, the divers there have seen whale sharks, dolphin, pilot whales
and a sperm whale. Speaking from experience, no only is the diving around the island great, but the house
reef is fantastic for shore diving and I had the most spectacular night dive of my life on that reef. You’ll have
to watch for an article describing that dive in next month’s newsletter. Oh! One last word about this resort!
You may have had good food at a resort, but the food at this resort is cooked by a four star chef and is
fantastic! Check out the information and start making plans for blue water diving next summer!
Keep on diving and supporting the Best Dive Club in Texas,
Danny
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!

CHINESE AUCTION!
September Member Meeting
!

!

What si the CHINESE AUCTION?

Llew it’s time for the circus to come to town! By that it
means the annual Diving Rebels Chinese Auction. This is not only the biggest Rebels fundraiser but also
one of the most entertaining monthly meetings.
The way this works is that we have a live auction for donated gifts. What makes it special is that the items
being auctioned are wrapped and unknown to the audience. What is being auctioned might be a dive
computer, an old wet suit, spare fins, boxes of Girl scout cookies or just about anything else. After you win
an item by high bid, you have the choice of either keeping the item, or forcing a trade for whatever item was
won before yours. The kicker is that you have to decide to trade or not to trade before you unwrap your item.
The previous bid winner may have won the bid for a dive knife that you want. So you trade off your
wrapped item for the dive knife not knowing what you traded away. This means that you at least get the dive
knife, but what did you give up for it???? Maybe it is an old smelly wet suit; maybe it is a new dive
computer. As trades can only go back to one previous round, the bid winner before you will unwrap
whatever you swapped him. He cannot have it taken away nor can he force a swap for any other previously
auctioned items.
Your item, whether you swap or not, may be taken from you by the next winning bidder. You also must
unwrap and disclose you item to the group. If all of this does not make sense, don’t worry it will be
explained again at the meeting.
What we ask you to bring is some item of a minimum $10 value that will be usable by the winner. It should
be wrapped in a nondescript wrapping; newspaper or paper bags are quite acceptable. Think about things
you can talk your employer into donating, things you got two of for Christmas. How many people really
need two paper shredders, twelve boxes of thin mint cookies or three electric cheese straighteners?
If you want to win a bid bring some $$$$, as the competition sometimes becomes quite fierce, and the banter
hilarious and the items worth the effort.

!

!

!

!
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!
!

The contest has officially begun and the details are listed below.

Grab your camera and hit the water because we want to
see you be a "Trashy Diver!"

The Roddenberry Dive Team in partnership with the NAUI Green Diver Initiative, and sponsored
by TUSA, Blue Steel Scuba, and Tektite, present the Annual Trashy Diver Contest! We are
challenging all outdoor enthusiasts, scuba divers, beach combers, and water lovers alike to collect
trash from any aquatic environment, above or below the water, and photograph the results. You
could win one of our great monthly prizes or amazing Grand Prizes, including a free scuba gear set!
How can you win?
It’s easy! Just follow these steps:
1. Go to any aquatic environment (ocean, beach, lake, pond, river, etc.)
2. Collect and remove or recycle any trash that you see
3. Take a photo(s) of the trash you collect (with or without you in the shot)
4. Send your photo(s) to nauigreendiver@naui.org
Each photo you submit counts as a single entry into the Trashy Diver Contest and means you are
automatically entered to win one of our awesome prizes! However, multiple photos of the same piece
or pile of trash will only count as one entry.
The contest begins on June 1, 2013 and ends on November 30, 2013.
Contest Prizes:
Two Monthly Prize Winners: (June through November)
•

•

Winner for the "Most Amount of Trash" photo : TUSA Mask, Fins, and Snorkel
Set (M-212 CEOS Mask, SP-170 Platina Hyperdry II Snorkel, SF-22 Solla Fin Set.
Winners have a choice of green/black or green/white.)
Winner for the "Most Unique Piece of Trash" photo: Tektite Trek Pro Flashlight

Grand Prize Winners: (Announced by December 16, 2013)
•

Winner for the overall "Most Unique Piece of Trash" photo: Star Trek Klingon
Beak Nose Disruptor Prop
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•

Winner for the overall "Most Amount of Trash" photo: DiveQuest Dive at The
Seas at Epcot® in Walt Disney World in Orlando, Florida

•

Grand Prize Winner: Complete TUSA Scuba Gear Set with a Blue Steel Scuba
Steel Tank! (Gear set includes one of each: mask, snorkel, fins, BC, gauge
console, regulator, gear bag, Waterproof brand boots, gloves, and wetsuit.)

All complete entries are eligible for the three grand prizes. The more entries you submit, the greater
your chances of winning the randomly selected Grand Prize of a free scuba gear set!
Please make sure to read the Contest Guidelines/Requirements. The website for more information is
http://www.naui.org/GreenDiver/TrashyDiverContest.aspx and the contest eligibility, submission
guidelines/requirements and contest schedule can be found at
http://www.naui.org/GreenDiver/TrashyDiverContestGuidelines.aspx

!
!

Come Help Clean up Hells Gate at Possum Kingdom Lake!
September 21 from 9:00-2:00
There is a $25 charge to cover t-shirts and burgers/hot dogs
Please register and pay by September 2 to ensure there are enough boats for all divers
For more information, contact Rich Thomas at International Scuba
rich@internationalscuba.com
972-416-8400
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Haven’t Picked Up Enough Trash Yet?
How about Trash Fest: The Party with a Purpose
October 5, 2013 at the Comal River in New Braunfels
TrashFest is the nation’s oldest underwater cleanup campaign bringing together scuba divers to improve the
quality of the Comal River in New Braunfels, Texas. The Comal River became famous when Ripley's
Believe It or Not featured it as the shortest river in the world. The 2.5-mile Comal River is one of the largest
springs in Texas with 8 million gallons of water flowing through every hour. The water is pure, clear, about
73° - 85°F year round, and attracts thousands of tubers and tourists each year. After the tubing season winds
down, divers from all over Texas and beyond gather to pull cans, shoes, sunglasses and other assorted trash
and debris out of the river.
Since the first clean up in 1974, more than 10,800 volunteers have removed more than: 205,000 pounds of
trash, 310,000 cans and bottles, 353,400 pop-tops and bottle caps, 7,200 sunglasses and shoes
This year there will be a maximum of 64 teams. Team pre-registration and Individual pre-registration
is now OPEN. The discounted pre-registration fee is only $80 per team or $12 per individual. Registration
the day of the event will be $100 per team or $15 per individual.
“We regret having to limit the number of teams. While we want to include as many people as possible, we
also need to remain within our capacities so that we can provide a safe and enjoyable experience for all
participants. So pre-register ASAP to ensure a spot.
This year you will be able to pre-order your official TrashFest t-shirt. Doing so offers several advantages.
You will SAVE MONEY and you will be assured of getting your size. We will have a limited number of
shirts available in the most common sizes (S, M, L) for same day sale at a higher price so pre-order your
shirts today. If you need X or XX sizes you will definitely need to pre-order. “
Though this is not an official Club sponsored event, Club members and friends can organize a team of up to
8 members and enter the event. Since 2 members have to be on the shore at all times, non-divers are
welcome too! So get your friends, family, or coworkers together and sign up today!
TrashFest is a great way to help the environment while having a lot of fun. Last year participants took home
nearly $38,000 in door prizes at the BBQ. Plus winning teams took home the coveted “Super Scooper” tshirts for the most trash collected, the most unusual item found, and more!
Additional information can be found at: www.tgccdiving.org/trashfest/index.html

Page 7

Nominations for 2014 Board of Directors

Each year at the October Membership Meeting, which this year is on October 2nd, nominations for the
various Board of Director positions are accepted. Club Members are urged to participate by running for a
position and provide valuable input into the continued growth and excellence the Diving Rebels has come to
represent.
Listed below are the positions and a brief summary of the duties of each board position. Per the Club ByLaws, to be eligible to serve on the Board of Directors, a member must have been a member in good
standing and have attended at least three (3) meetings and three (3) club dive outings between January 1 and
the October meeting, inclusive.
Board Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7pm but may be changed if a quorum cannot be
present. Though being on the Board of Directors does require a little extra time each month, it is not a great
amount of time and can be very rewarding.
The Board of Directors consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer corporate officers,
the Activities Chairperson, and two General Directors (Junior and Senior Board Members).
The duties of the various Board positions are:
DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1. The President shall be the principle executive officer of the Corporation and shall preside
at all the meetings of the membership and the Board of Directors. He may sign, with the
signature of any other Officer of the Corporation authorized by the Board of Directors, any
contracts or instruments that the Board of Directors may authorize him.
2. The Vice-President shall serve in the place of the President in his inability, absence, or
refusal to act. He shall also serve as New Member Coordinator and is responsible for
furnishing new members with such materials that are provided for by the initiation fee.
3. The Treasurer shall keep an accurate record of the Club's financial affair and make reports
to the membership and the Board of Directors when called upon to do so.
4. The Secretary shall keep minutes of all meetings of the membership and the Board of
Directors in books provided for that purpose; shall see that all notice are duly given in
accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law; shall be the custodian
of the corporate records and of the seal of the Corporation and see that the seal of the
Corporation is affixed to such documents as necessary and perform such other duties as
assigned to him by the President of the Board of Directors.
5. The Activities Chairperson will have the following duties and responsibilities: Be aware of
all club activities so that members can have a source of information. Attend club and board
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meetings. Organize dive outing coordinators. With the Officers, organize committees
necessary for club activities. Maintain and inventory club owned equipment and be
responsible for keeping track of members' use of the equipment.
6. The General Director shall attend meetings of the Board of Directors representing the
general membership of the Club and provide continuity. The Junior Board Member is
responsible for the 50/50 Raffle and collecting the fine from members not wearing Rebel
Wear at the Membership Meeting along with other duties, which may be assigned by the
Board. The Senior Board member is not an elected position, but one to which the Junior
Board Member rolls. This was designed to keep at least one Board Member from the
previous board if an entirely new board were to be elected. The Senior Board Member is
responsible for Rebel Wear sales and ordering.
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club belongs to the Members and the Board of Directors is the voice of the
membership. The Board can assist with directing the Club and steering the Club toward continued growth
and prosperity, but the Members are who make it strong. The Diving Rebels have become known
throughout the United States and particularly in Texas as a very active dive club and that is because of its
members. If you are interested in one of the Board positions or have any questions, please feel free to
contact any of the current Board members.

Page 9

October Outing, Blue Lagoon – Huntsville, TX, October 26-27
Outing Coordinator: Danny Bouska

Join the Diving Rebels at the Blue Lagoon for an early Halloween and be hidden away in the haunting piney woods
just north of Huntsville Texas off I45. For over twenty years the eerie lagoon has served the divers of Texas with
aqua blue bodies………….of water, carving (training) platforms, mysteriously sunken boats and miscellaneous
ghoulish items. There is primitive camping if you dare, an onsite air station, concessions, and ice.
The entrance fee for divers and non-divers is $16.00 per day. A C-card holder must accompany non-Divers. There
is no charge for children under 10 & non-diving parents accompanying minors during diving lessons.
The Blue Lagoon opens at 8am on Saturday the 26th and Sunday the 27th. Camping is also available on Friday
night, the 25th. The gates close at 10pm on Friday. Come out Friday night or on Saturday, spend the day or the
weekend, campout under the stars in the haunting piney woods, or grab a hotel room in nearby Huntsville.
Saturday events and flexible tentative times are:
8:00am
1:00pm
3:00pm
7:30pm
8:00pm

“Spooky” Campsite Decorating (ongoing all day)
Diving, Diving, Diving
Pumpkin preparation starts
Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest
Halloween Themed “Spooky” Campsite Decorating Judging
Presentation of Awards

If you wish to camp, your entry fee allows you to camp overnight but there is a two day minimum fee so if you
come in Saturday and leave Sunday the fee is $32.00. The Blue Lagoon does not allow pets. There are Porta
Potties scattered throughout the property.
There will be a meal share for Saturday lunch and dinner and breakfast on Sunday. If you are not familiar with a
“Meal Share”, the cost of the 3 meals is added together and divided by the number of participants. You are
responsible for your own drinks.
Air fills are $8.00, rental tanks are $12.00. If you need other gear: Regs $20.00, BCD $20.00, Wetsuits $20.00,
Weights $10.00
We need to know if you’re coming! Sign Up sheets will be available at the October 2nd meeting. If you are
unable to make the meeting and want to participate, and to assure we have plenty of food please email
president@divingrebels.org or call Danny at 817-381-5051. This email address or phone number can also be
used for questions about the outing.
If signing up for the outing via email please include: When you will be arriving, how many people in your group, if
you are camping, staying in Huntsville or just making a day trip, and if you are participating in the meal share.
Directions: Take I45 south from Dallas/Ft Worth toward Houston. Take Exit 123 approximately 7 miles north of
Huntsville and turn left (east) at Farm to Market Rd 1696/Pinedale Rd. Continue to follow Pinedale Rd for
approximately 4 miles. The Blue Lagoon entrance will be on the left.
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Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest Rules
Bring your own pumpkin, any size you wish. All pumpkins must be checked in upon arrival at our camping area at
the Blue Lagoon. DO NOT pre-clean/gut or pre-draw/trace your pumpkin before check-in at the Blue Lagoon.
Pumpkins will be marked at check-in and held in the “Pumpkin Patch” until time for the carving. There will be three
categories: Scariest, Ugliest and Best Design.
1. At 1:00, you may pick up your pumpkin from the “Pumpkin Patch”.
2. You will have two hours to gut your pumpkin (on land), trace by pencil or marker if desired (no
precutting of the pumpkin of any kind, except to remove the top for gutting).
3. At 3:00, buddy teams will enter the water and begin the underwater carving of the pumpkins.
NOTE: THE BLUE LAGOON IS PERMITTING US TO HAVE THE UNDERWATER PUMPKIN
CARVING CONTEST WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ALL PUMPKINS MUST BE
GUTTED and CLEANED BEFORE BEING TAKEN INTO THE WATER. NOT GUTTING
& CLEANING THE PUMPKIN BEFORE ENTERING THE WATER IS AN AUTOMATIC
DISQUALIFICATION AND MUST ALSO CLEAN UP ANY MESS MADE BY THE GUTS.
4. Must practice safe diving; therefore, must have a buddy and cannot enter the water by yourself. Both members of
the buddy team may carve their own pumpkin.
5. Carving must be enod on the platform.
6. No weights can be used to assist in submerging or holding down the pumpkin on the platform.
7. Must use only a dive knife for carving.
8. Must surface with no less naht 500psi in tank. (safe diving practice)
9. All carved items must be caught in some kind of bag and removed from the lagoon.
10. Each team will be required to check in and out of the water.
11. If by chance your pumpkin were to abort the dive prior to finishing or starting, you may retrieve your
pumpkin and continue.
12. All pumpkins wishing to be judged must be returned to the “Pumpkin Patch” by 5pm.
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MYSTERY PICTURE
Who is this Bandit Rebel?
And why didn’t he contribute to the Meal Share?
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1st 2013 Dive of Spring Lake
July 27-28, 2013
Trip Report
By Steve Ogden
!

After a nearly two-year hiatus, Spring Lake at the former Aquarena Center, now the Meadows Center for
Water and Environment, is now back open on a limited basis for volunteers divers to experience the wonders
of ocean-quality visibility in an inland setting. In conjunction with the July outing, several Diving Rebels
who had completed the Diving for Science program at the Aquarena Center passed on the float trip on the
Guadalupe River for the chance to get back in Spring Lake and perform some volunteer diving tasks on both
Saturday and Sunday, July 27, 28.
These divers consisted of Jim and Linda Magnuson, Mark Estill, Johnnie Griffin, Connie Mitchell, Scott
Playle and Steve Ogden. Except for Steve who completed the course in December 1997, the remainder of
the Rebels divers had completed the course in August 2011, just before the decision was made to put on hold
the volunteer diving at Spring Lake while the great majority of the former Aquarena Center was being
demolished to return the site to a more “natural” condition. So for the divers other than Steve, this was their
first opportunity to actually perform volunteer diving in Spring Lake. The divers on Saturday were Jim,
Linda, Mark and Steve while the Sunday divers were Jim, Johnnie, Connie, Scott and Steve.
During both dives, we performed some cleanup activities at the Cream of Wheat location, so named because
the numerous small springs bubbling up through the white sand at the bottom provide the appearance of
Cream of Wheat hot cereal while being cooked. The cleanup activities consisted of fanning the water just
above the sand to loosen up and suspend unsightly blue-green algae that accumulates on the bottom as well
as to collect and remove stray aquatic vegetation that may intrude upon the open springs area.
After performing our volunteer duties each day, the divers toured the lake, led by Steve who is quite familiar
with the layout of the underwater features of the lake, having many years of diving in the lake. After the
Cream of Wheat area, we swam through Ossified Forest, then along the old river bottom passage, to “catfish
hotel”, to deep hole, and to the former archeological dig area and then back. We saw many bass, sunfish,
crappie, turtles and even a couple of spotted gar. By carefully turning over a few rocks, we found a couple
of protected San Marcos salamanders that we were careful not to disturb. On Saturday, Steve was able to
grab a large snapping turtle, about 12 inches in diameter. Linda offered her small flashlight to the turtle that
readily snatched the flashlight out of Linda’s grasp, fortunately without taking one of Linda’s fingers along
with the light. Several times the glass-bottom boats passed over us and on a couple of occasions, we were
able to entertain the passengers by blowing bubble rings.
The large schools of tilapia that are present in the main body of the lake in January were absent, instead
staying in a shallow, feeder arm of the lake where the water was warmer. We were told that most of the gar
that are seen in the lake during the winter were also remaining in this warmer portion of the lake.
Unfortunately, the leucistic (white, but not albino) blue catfish that used to patrol the lake and were almost
as tame as dogs are no longer present.
The following photographs provide some sense of the attraction of this spectacular inland diving site in the
hope that more of you will have an interest in completing the Diving for Science class and being able to
enter this beautiful and very unique underwater venue. Thanks to Jim and Connie for the pictures of the
dives.
Steve “Oggie” Ogden
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Johnnie and Scott gearing up

Jim, Johnnie, Connie & Scott in the water &
Steve getting ready to enter

Cream of Wheat springs area

Cleaning activities at Cream of Wheat

Exploring Spring Lake

Johnnie & Steve at Catfish Hotel

Linda hanging out

Springs kicking up sand

Cruising large-mouth bass

Long-eared sunfish

Steve searching for critters

Red-eared sunfish
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More exploration & cruising

Turtle cruising

Bass & sunfish on patrol

Beautifully camouflaged spotted gar

Jim and Steve surfacing after dive

Glass bottom boats in front of the former
hotel
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Steve and friend

Divers and vegetation

A peaceful Spring Lake

Outing to Lake Murray, OK
August 24-25, 2013
Trip Report
by Scott Playle

What a great time!! We had 28 people show up for our impromptu club outing to Marietta Landing on Lake
Murray. Almost everybody got the opportunity to get in at least one dive. We tried a variety of dive sites,
from Tucker Tower, to the Marietta Landing platforms, to the boat yard training area, and also the wall area
by the old water intake tower. Some of the entrance locations proved to be a little challenging - okay at
least one was a royal pain because of the rocks. Visibility in the water ranged from near zero to as much as
15+ feet, with water temperatures ranging from around 85 at the surface to 61 at the 70-foot level. And yes,
the Zebra Mussels are everywhere. They do make good fish food! Crush them with your fingers and the
bass come running! We just had to be careful scraping them off of the rocks or trash that they are attached
to - they are very sharp. Tuna fish and hot dogs also made for good fish food. We very definitely came to
the conclusion that large buddy groups and low visibility do not go together, so we ended up breaking into
smaller buddy groups. All dias though, everybody had safe and enjoyable dives.
We had quite a few campers this time as llew, easily filling the three slots. And Oggie brought his 'trial'
camper. Travis and Lisa had their portable air-conditioner in the front seat of their car for their cool nights
sleep (cheaters!!). For those of us that chose to sleep out though, the evening temperatures actually got
down to very comfortable, even though the day time temperatures were normal August hot in southern
Oklahoma.
We had some new folks show up, off of Meet-up and the Newsletter list. Richard Gregory met us out there
Friday night (actually he was the first to arrive, saving us the camp sites). Michelle and her son Caleb joined
us for the day on Saturday. Darrel Conger joined us as well, getting some great photos of everyone (posted
to Facebook) and supplying the dive flags. We also had a chance to connect with some old time Rebels that
we don't see much anymore. Keith Weber came down for the dive, and Ray made it out for Sunday. These
folks, on top of the rest of the rowdy Rebels who usually arrive, brought the attendance to 28.
The meal share worked out very well this time, coming to a total of $14 for those that had all three meals ($4
each for lunch and dinner, and $6 for breakfast). Travis and Lisa provided lunch of sandwiches and chips on
Saturday. Scott and Sandra cooked hamburgers, potato salad and vegetable salad for dinner. Johnny and
Connie did another of their famous egg casserole breakfasts on Sunday. No one went hungry. And as
always, no Rebels camping trip is complete without the Fire Dance. Connie sent some of us 'boys' to go
collect wood to get things started. Jeff Bennett joined in by cutting up one large log with his circular saw.
Scott then tried to singe everybody's hair off starting the fire - a little too much camp fuel there?? Finally
Johnny and Boriana did a great job of getting us going shaking that bootie, and going, and going, and ...
All in all a wonderful time and a great excuse to get underwater.
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Restaurant of the Month-September
Wher e:
Addr ess:
When:
Web:
Email:

MO NI’S PASTA & PIZ ZA
1730 West Randol Mill Rd #100 Arlington, 76012
Frid ay, Sept ember 6 t h at 7:00 p m
http://mo nisp ast apizza.co m
Connie at officemomma_2000@yahoo.com or
Kelly at kelldan2667@hotmail.com

The Rebels will be heading back to our roots, our Arlington roots that is. We
will be partaking of some Italian fare for the month of September. Moni’s is a
small local establishment that comes with high recommendations from club
members Jim & Rita Simpson. They say a retteb place cannot be found.
Moni’s serves anything from an authentic Italian meal just plan ole’ brick oven
pizza. Moni's Pasta & Pizza is a metroplex institution for over 15 years. The
awesome part is that they are BYOB. That never fails to bring a smile to the
Rebel crowd. Moni’s invites us to come by and try one of their many
specialties!
We strongly recommend that you RSVP if you plan to attend. We want to make
sure there is always room for you at the table we must have a tentative head
count for the restaurant but you are not committing to anything financially.
We must mention that this is NOT subsidized by club funds so be sure to bring
your wallet to pay for your meal.
Thank you,
Kelly Barentine, Co-coordinator
NOTE: We are in need of recommendations for RofM so please email those to
Connie or myself. This is your opportunity to tell us where to go! ;)
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Resta urant of the Month-Aug ust
Los Molcajetes-Fo rt Wort h
By: Kelly Barentine

A group of about 14 Rebels and their friends invaded Fort Worth area at Los Molcajetes on Western Center
Blvd. to enjoy some, “south of the border” food. We visited this location last year and the food was just as
good this time as it was then.
Los Molcajetes is a favorite haunt of club members Danny & Jill Bouska and in my opinion they hit a home
run with this suggestion. I even ordered some take out fajitas for my Danny since he had to work and could
not attend and they were just as good when I got them home as they were in the restaurant.
Jill and Danny got to the location around 6pm or so with everyone else starting to trickle in about 6:30pm and
ordered their various appetizers. There was quite a bit of chitchat especially with the new friends who attended
this outing, such as Taylor who is Danny & Jill’s grandson and the youngest being my grandson Landon who is
a whopping 3 years old. Landon gave a thumbs up to the root beer and queso.
The fun began to break up about 8:45pm or so as everyone went off to do their own weekend things. These
events are a lot of fun because you get to hang out, talk diving or whatever makes your heart sing and then
move on to your next event in life. It is a great kick off to the weekend and you don’t have to clean dive gear
when it is over.
Come and join us at our next RofM (we only have 3 more left in 2013), which will be in Arlington at Moni’s
Pasta & Pizza on Randol Mill Road. This suggestion comes by way of members Jim/Rita Simpson. It is
BYOB and that is ALWAYS a favorite with the gang.
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebel Sponsors!
`
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