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Events and Outings at a Glance, Rebel Spotlight, Member
News!
Presidents Report
Chinese Auction – October Member Meeting
October Outing to Blue Lagoon
November Chili Cook-Off
Possum Kingdom Trip Report
Cozumel for Carnival Trip
Curacao and Bonaire Trip
October Restaurant of the Month
September Restaurant of the Month Report
Club Sponsors

or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:

October Meeting Program
Diving Rebel Board Nominations and Chinese Auction
More details in this newsletter!
Please Join us for a spooky weekend of
underwater pumpkin carving and scary
decorations at Blue Lagoon
Oct 27-28

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Details in this Newsletter
Upcoming Events Calendar
Oct
Oct
Oct
Nov
Dec
Jan

3
3
27-28
10
8
26-27

Monthly Membership Meeting and Board Nominations
Chinese Auction!
Blue Lagoon for Underwater Pumpkin Carving
Chili Cook-Off at Joe Pool Lake
Christmas Party
San Marcos River Clean-Up

A great set of dive outings planned for 2013, so Join us at the Member
Meetings and Keep Watching the Web Site Calendar!
Page 1

Get Ready for our Annual
Chinese Auction
At the October Member Meeting!
Bring a wrapped gift that will inspire your fellow club
members to bid lots of dollars!
This is a primary fundraiser for our Club, and the
proceeds help defer dive outing costs, and provide
food and prizes for our parties and social events.
More details in this newsletter!

It is with great sadness that we mourn
the passing of our fellow diver, Jimmy
Atkinson
The club has made a generous
contribution of $500 to the Roatan
Library in Jimmy’s name. If you would
like to contribute individually, please
reference the link below:
http://www.toysforthechildren.org/

D.R.I.F.T. Points
1st Place – Kelly Barentine – 84 points
2nd Place – Tina Caron – 73 points
3rd Place – Danny Barentine – 62 points
4th Place – Connie Mitchell– 55 points
5th Place – Steve Ogden – 53 points

Rebel Spo tlig ht!

Nominate your Diving Rebel
Board Members
Come to the October Member Meeting to Nominate
Members to fill all Elected Board Positions

We want to hear about your or
another member’s diving
accomplishments! Have you started
a new class? Have you completed a
new certification?

Keep your Club strong with Excellent Leadership and let
your Voice be Heard!

Please email the newsletter editor on the web site
Under Club Information,
Board of Directors, Newsletter Editor

Take a look at these Awesome
Blue Water Trips for 2013!
Carnival in Cozumel!
February, 2013
Details in this Newsletter!

Bonaire and Curacao
September, 2013
Come see the Coral Spawn!
Details in this Newsletter
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President’s Report
Welcome to Fall!

This year is going by way tooooooo fast! October is upon us and the cool fronts have already begun
rolling in and cooling things off. But Never Fear as the Rebels continue to have a number of events to
round out the year. Make sure to check out the dates and details of the events elsewhere in this newsletter.
There are two events which need extra attention which will occur in October…….. the Annual Chinese
Auction and Nominations for Board of Directors both of which will occur at the October Membership
Meeting on October 3rd.
Everyone knows how much I hate cold water, so a challenge to the Club at this year’s Chinese Auction is,
if $2500 is raised, I will dive Lake Arlington before the December Christmas Party. If $3000 is raised, I
will dive both Lake Arlington in December and the Polar Bear Dive in January. If $4000 is raised, I will
dive Lake Arlington, the Polar Bear Dive and Lake Murray in February. AND FINALLY, if $5000 is
raised, I will make all three dives and also jump into Clear Spring Scuba Park with nothing but booties,
swim suit, t-shirt and hood at the Polar Bear Dive!
So you have been challenged! Can you step up to the challenge and if so how badly do you want me to
get cold! I HATE COLD WATER! You say “What is a “Chinese Auction?” There’s more info in this
newsletter that explains what it is and how it works!
October is also time to nominate members for the various Board of Director positions. The Board of
Directors consists of the positions of President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary, Senior Board
Member and Junior Board Member. The Junior Board Member during 2012 will automatically move
into the Senior Board Member position. To be nominated or elected to be a club officer, a member must
have been a member in good standing and have attended at least three (3) meetings and three (3) club dive
outings between Jan 1 and the October meeting, inclusive. If you would like to run for one of these
positions or have any questions, please contact any of the current Board members. There is also more
information on each Board position on the website in the Club By Laws.
We don’t just stop at the Nominations and Chinese Auction in October and just because it’s getting cooler
doesn’t mean the Rebels outings and events cool off. Begin thinking of the design you want to use on
your pumpkin for the Annual Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest. Yes, you read that right,
UNDERWATER Pumpkin Carving. This is a fun event and you never know what you may hear echoing
across the water! I’ve already heard smack being talked about who’s going to have the best pumpkin this
year. Will it be you?
Hoping to see you at the upcoming events as we round out the year!
Danny

Page 3

!

!

!

!

CHINESE AUCTION!
October 3, 2012
October Membership Meeting

What is the CHINESE AUCTION?

Well it’s time for the circus to come to town! By that it
means the annual Diving Rebels Chinese Auction. This is not only the biggest Rebels fundraiser but also
one of the most entertaining monthly meetings.
The way this works is that we have a live auction for donated gifts. What makes it special is that the items
being auctioned are wrapped and unknown to the audience. What is being auctioned might be a dive
computer, an old wet suit, spare fins, boxes of Girl scout cookies or just about anything else. After you win
an item by high bid, you have the choice of either keeping the item, or forcing a trade for whatever item was
won before yours. The kicker is that you have to decide to trade or not to trade before you unwrap your item.
The previous bid winner may have won the bid for a dive knife that you want. So you trade off your
wrapped item for the dive knife not knowing what you traded away. This means that you at least get the dive
knife, but what did you give up for it???? Maybe it is an old smelly wet suit; maybe it is a new dive
computer. As trades can only go back to one previous round, the bid winner before you will unwrap
whatever you swapped him. He cannot have it taken away nor can he force a swap for any other previously
auctioned items.
Your item, whether you swap or not, may be taken from you by the next winning bidder. You also must
unwrap and disclose you item to the group. If all of this does not make sense, don’t worry it will be
explained again at the meeting.
What we ask you to bring is some item of a minimum $10 value which will be usable by the winner. It
should be wrapped in a nondescript wrapping, newspaper or paper bags are quite acceptable. Think about
things you can talk your employer into donating, things you got two of for Christmas. How many people
really need two paper shredders, twelve boxes of thin mint cookies or three electric cheese straighteners?
If you want to win a bid bring some $$$$, as the competition sometimes becomes quite fierce, and the banter
hilarious and the items worth the effort.

!

!

!

!
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October Outing, Blue Lagoon – Huntsville, Tx, October 27-28
Outing Coordinator: Danny Bouska
Join the Diving Rebels at the Blue Lagoon for an early Halloween and be hidden away in the haunting
piney woods just north of Huntsville Texas off I45. For over twenty years the eerie lagoon has served the
divers of Texas with aqua blue bodies………….of water, carving (training) platforms, mysteriously
sunken boats and miscellaneous ghoulish items. There is primitive camping if you dare, an onsite air
station, concessions, and ice.
The entrance fee for divers and non divers is $16.00 per day. Non Divers must be accompanied by a Ccard holder. There is no charge for children under 10 & non-diving parents accompanying minors during
diving lessons.
The Blue Lagoon opens at 8am on Saturday the 27th and Sunday the 28th. Camping is also available on
Friday night, the 26th. The gates close at 10pm on Friday. Come out Friday night or on Saturday, spend
the day or the weekend, campout under the stars in the haunting piney woods, or grab a hotel room in
nearby Huntsville.
Saturday events and flexible tentative times are:
8:00am
“Spooky” Campsite Decorating (ongoing all day)
Diving, Diving, Diving
1:00pm
Pumpkin preparation starts
3:00pm
Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest
7:30pm
Halloween Themed “Spooky” Campsite Decorating Judging
8:00pm
Presentation of Awards
If you wish to camp, your entry fee allows you to camp overnight but there is a two day minimum fee so
if you come in Saturday and leave Sunday the fee is $32.00. The Blue Lagoon does not allow pets. There
are Porta Potties scattered throughout the property.
There will be a meal share for Saturday lunch and dinner and breakfast on Sunday. If you are not familiar
with a “Meal Share”, the cost of the 3 meals is added together and divided by the number of participants.
You are responsible for your own drinks.
Air fills are $8.00, rental tanks are $12.00. If you need other gear: Regs $20.00, BCD $20.00, Wetsuits
$20.00, Weights $10.00
We need to know if you’re coming! Sign Up sheets will be available at the October 3rd meeting. If
you are unable to make the meeting and want to participate, and to assure we have plenty of food
please email president@divingrebels.org or call Danny at 817-381-5051. This email address or
phone number can also be used for questions about the outing.
If signing up for the outing via email please include: When you will be arriving, how many people in your
group, if you are camping, staying in Huntsville or just making a day trip, and if you are participating in
the meal share.
Directions: Take I45 south from Dallas/Ft Worth toward Houston. Take Exit 123 approximately 7 miles
north of Huntsville and turn left (east) at Farm to Market Rd 1696/Pinedale Rd. Continue to follow
Pinedale Rd for approximately 4 miles. The Blue Lagoon entrance will be on the left.
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Underwater Pumpkin Carving Contest Rules
Bring your own pumpkin, any size you wish. All pumpkins must be checked in upon arrival at our camping
area at the Blue Lagoon. DO NOT pre-clean/gut or pre-draw/trace your pumpkin before check-in at the Blue
Lagoon. Pumpkins will be marked at check-in and held in the “Pumpkin Patch” until time for the carving.
There will be three categories: Scariest, Ugliest and Best Design.
1. At 1:00, you may pick up your pumpkin from the “Pumpkin Patch”.
2. You will have two hours to gut your pumpkin (on land), trace by pencil or marker if desired (no
precutting of the pumpkin of any kind, except to remove the top for gutting).
3. At 3:00, buddy teams will enter the water and begin the underwater carving of the pumpkins.
NOTE: THE BLUE LAGOON IS PERMITTING US TO HAVE THE UNDERWATER
PUMPKIN CARVING CONTEST WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT ALL PUMPKINS
MUST BE GUTTED and CLEANED BEFORE BEING TAKEN INTO THE WATER. NOT
GUTTING & CLEANING THE PUMPKIN BEFORE ENTERING THE WATER IS AN
AUTOMATIC DISQUALIFICATION AND MUST ALSO CLEAN UP ANY MESS MADE BY
THE GUTS.
4. Must practice safe diving; therefore, must have a buddy and cannot enter the water by yourself.
Both members of the buddy team may carve their own pumpkin.
5. Carving must be done on the platform.
6. No weights can be used to assist in submerging or holding down the pumpkin on the platform.
7. Must use only a dive knife for carving.
8. Must surface with no less than 500psi in tank. (safe diving practice)
9. All carved items must be caught in some kind of bag and removed from the lagoon.
10. Each team will be required to check in and out of the water.
11. If by chance your pumpkin were to abort the dive prior to finishing or starting, you may retrieve
your pumpkin and continue.
12. All pumpkins wishing to be judged must be returned to the “Pumpkin Patch” by 5pm.
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Annual Chili Cook-off
November 10-11, 2012

Mark your calendar and come out for the hotly contested titles of Best Chili and Best presentation. This
annual event is being coordinated by Doug Sheppard and will be held at Cedar Hill State Park on Joe Pool
Lake. The exact camp sites are yet to be determined.
Bring your chili or cook it on site and show off your creativity with your cooking area and chili presentation.
Judging is bases on the criteria of taste, consistency, aroma, color, bite and presentation.
Cedar Hill State Park is located on F.M 1382, on the right heading south (over the hill and turn right at the
bottom of the curve). Out of Arlington take I-20 east exit FM 1382 south. From Dallas take I-20 west Exit
FM 1382 south.
Questions and Information: Doug Sheppard 817-881-5499 dougshep@charter.net
Stay tuned for more details at the October and November Membership Meetings and in the November
Newsletter. Since the camp sites are booked for the night, anyone wishing to camp is welcome.
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September Outing atPossum Kingdom
September 15-16
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Celebrate Carnaval and Great Diving in Cozumel!
February 8-11, 2013
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club is organizing a group trip to Cozumel, February 8-11, 2013 with twenty-four
spaces available.
What am amazing island tradition! Cozumel's Carnaval is a tradition which has been passed down through
many generations that celebrates a mixture of cultures that escaped to the warm embrace of Cozumel during
the cold winter season. Dating back to the mid 1800's, Cozumel Carnaval was started by young people
dressed in vibrantly colorful costumes known as "Estudiantinas" or "Comparsas", who expresed themselves
in the streets of Cozumel through the artform of dance, song, and fantasy and even today the tradition lives
on!
Cozumel is a relatively small island just 29 miles long and 12 miles wide located just off the coast of
Mexico, south east of Cancun and due east of Playa Del Carmen. There are many reasons why Cozumel is
one of the best, most popular and most affordable vacation and dive destinations in the World ... where over
97.6% of the divers can't wait to come back!
Cozumel is a relaxed diver's paradise--simply fall into the water and the island's strongish currents will carry
you away, past a technicolor reef scene that boasts a rainbow array of sponges and scads of unique fish.
Look in cracks and crevices for the whiskered Splendid Toadfish, found nowhere else on Earth.
The other reason Cozumel is a favorite destination of divers is that there is a remarkable amount of things for
the NON-DIVER to do. In addition to the perfect year-round weather, beautiful beaches and crystal clear
water, there are many fine Cozumel restaurants, fun shopping experiences (where haggling can be taken to a
new level) and a wide variety of Cozumel nightlife from party-all-night bars to quieter jazz clubs.
If you are interested in joining us, more information and pricing can be found on the website at
http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=117:coz2013&catid=17&Ite
mid=2
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The Diving Rebels Scuba Club
Invites you on a Trip to Curacao and Bonaire for the 2013
CORAL SPAWN
The Diving Rebels Scuba Club is organizing a group trip to Bonaire with an option to start your vacation with
a few days in Curacao before moving over to Bonaire. The trip dates are September 18-21, 2013 at Lion
Dive on Curacao and September 21-28, 2013 at Buddy Dive on Bonaire.
Bonaire had no trouble earning its reputation as the “Shore Diving Capital of the World.” With gently sloping
reefs, stellar wrecks and walls, and an abundance of marine life all within a few steps of the coastline, it
doesn’t get much better than this anywhere on the planet. All you have to do is drive along the coast and
watch for the yellow stones that mark each site. You can keep your own schedule, and you certainly aren’t
limited to a few sites. Most of the great diving here is just a fin kick away, making this Dutch island’s firstplace ranking well deserved.
If you have ever wanted to see the "Coral Spawn", this is your opportunity. The “Coral Spawn” occurs 7
days after the 9th full moon of the calendar year. In 2013, the 9th full moon falls on September 19th and the
coral spawn is predicted to occur on September 26th. It does not last long and this is your chance to be in
Bonaire during a coral spawn. Although these predictions are certainly not an exact science and not
guaranteed to occur during this trip, it is well documented that various species of coral and other marine
invertebrates spawn in cycles that are closely tied to the full moons in the months of August, September, and
October each year.
Want to begin your vacation a few days earlier? Join us on Curacao on September 18, 2013. Arrive on
Wednesday, dive on Thursday and Friday or just relax on the beach and unwind before departing for Bonaire
on Saturday the 21st.
Chosen as one of the Top 10 Destinations for 2012 by Frommer's, the island of Curacao is a paradise for
scuba drivers and nature lovers alike. Its ruggedly beautiful landscape provides endless opportunities for fun.
Immerse yourself in mysterious and colorful underwater worlds at more than 60 diving locations. Including
some popular wreck dives, most notably, the Superior Producer at a maximum depth of 90 feet. The Tugboat
is also very popular as it is in shallow water at 15 feet and is excellent for photography. Also, there is The
Airplane Wreck, which is a shore dive and the location is marked on the surface with a buoy. The best dives
are the Mushroom Forest and Alice in Wonderland where there are copious amounts of star coral.
If you are interested in joining us, more information and pricing can be found on the website at:
http://www.divingrebels.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=122:bonaire2013&catid=17
&Itemid=2
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Restaurant of the Month - October
To: Boo Ray's of New Orleans

Location: 7255 Boat Club Rd · Fort Worth 76179
When: Friday, October 12th at 7:00pm (2nd Friday)
Website: http://www.booraysofneworleans.com/
To RSVP- Connie Mitchell officemomma_2000@yahoo.com
Kelly Barentine at kelldan2667@hotmail.com

Enjoy fantastic meals that cannot be made better,even if it were cooked in New
Orleans. They serve scrumptious meals like: Savana's Stuffed Filet Mignon,
Stuffed Fish Bienville, Shrimp en Brochette, Cedar Plank Salmon, Jambalaya, Shrimp & Crawfish Etoufee
just to name but a few. They even have a full bar to take advantage of as well.
Lets face it folks, the food is only part of the reason RofM is popular, everyone has a plain ole' good time.
This day and time there is too much to stress over so kick all that junk to the curb and just come and have a
fun with those want you to be there.
Each month Connie and I will come up with a place to meet and eat in various areas of the DFW Metroplex.
We encourage you to shoot us a place in your part of town that you would like to include and we may just do
that. We know that North Texas is filled with great places to sit, enjoy a good meal and maybe a drink or
two.
PLEASE NOTE: We STRONGLY encourage you to RSVP if you plan to come. We want to make sure that
we have given the restaurant of choice adequate notification on how many plan to attend because as Rebels
we all want to sit together and share in the dining experience. If we are unable to relay the proper quantity
someone may have to sit off by them selves and that is not what this is all about! Please feel free to contact
us with any questions!
Thank you,
Kelly Barentine, Co-coordinator
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DIVING REBELS ROFM
SEPTEMBER 7, 2012
Edelweiss Bavarian Chalet
BY CONNIE MITCHELL

Can you say "Wundebar"? Well that’s what kind of fun was had as the Diving Rebels invaded Germany for
our September ROFM...
Friday night found 21 Rebels enjoying the warm cozy dining experience in a Traditional Beirgarten at
Edelweiss Bavarian Chalet.
Edelweiss has been at this location since 1967... My family used to come up from Hillsboro every weekend
for the fun and food here when I was younger... This was one of my Daddy’s favorite places in Ft. Worth to
eat.
So our ROFM trip brought back some wonderful memories for me, including the Renowned "CHICKEN
DANCE” in which Oggie & Shelly, Linda & I made total fools of ourselves....can you believe it????
Oggie being in ALMOST Traditional clothing did not disappoint, not only was he dressed for the occasion
but he sang for us too, accompanied by the Accordion (Mike Borellis & singer Helga Beckman). I think they
call this the "oom-pah band"
Drinks were placed with plenty of choices and plenty of BEER tasting going on. Once the drinks started
flowing, food became the discussion of what to order from "die Kuche"
All the while being entertained with folk music, some Polka and a lot of "Glass Raising" (toasting the music)
of course....
Then it was down to the business of ordering the food with a wide selection of delicious Bavarian dishes.
I don’t know about anyone else but Mark Stonebridge cleaned his plate. And Shelly did too...
Personally, I took some home. I don't think I have ever finished all my plate here.
The night grew long and with bellies full, we packed up what was left and headed home. I just want to say
that the Service was EXCELLENT.
Good times, great friends and new stories...
The next ROFM is Cajun Food so "come one come all" and enjoy the fun of being a true DIVING REBEL
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebel Sponsors!
`
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