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Tina Caron,
Connie Mitchell,
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Activities Director
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Danny Bouska,
Connie Mitchell,
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To contact a member of the Board, please
visit our website at:

MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Wednesday – December 4, 2013
Humperdinks, 700 Six Flags Rd, Arlington, TX
6:30pm Social 7:15pm Meeting
What’s Inside?
Pg 2
Pg 4
Pg 5
Pg 6
Pg 8
Pg 10
Pg 11
Pg 13
Pg 15

Events and Outings at a Glance, Member News!
Presidents Report
Letter from the Treasurer
Christmas Party
San Marcos River Outing
Utila, Honduras Trip
Chili Cook-Off Report
November Restaurant of the Month Report
Club Sponsors

WWW.DIVINGREBELS.ORG
or send an email with your question(s)
and/or comments to:

December Meeting Program
Diving the Blue Heron Bridge in FL
By Tina Caron

Join us for the Diving Re bel
Chr istmas Par ty
December 7
More Details i n this Newsletter!

We are on the web in multiple locations:
Click on an image to go to the site!

Details
Upcoming
in this
Events
Newsletter!
Calendar
Dec
Dec
Jan
Feb
Feb

4
7
25-26
22-23
22-23

Membership Meeting
Christmas Party
San Marcos River Outing
Texas Dive Show
Arctic Dive at Lake Murray

A great set of dive outings planned for 2013 and 2014, so Join us at
the Member Meetings and Keep Watching the Web Site Calendar!
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LOOKNG AHEAD!

Birthdays

Join us on February 22-23
At Lake Murray, OK

For the Annual Diving Rebels
Arctic Dive
and Wine, Cheese and Bonfire Party!

Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec
Dec

14
15
17
22
22
29

Ron Hyatt
Keith Weber
Richard Gregory
Brandon Shipe
William Conner Shipe
Mikko Harkonen

Anniversaries
Dec 2 – Gene and Becky Moren
Dec 3 – Jim and Linda Magnuson
Dec 15 – Jonathan and Kari Brodenburg
Dec 16 - Keith and Liz Alexander
Dec 30 - Robert (Bob) and Pam Munger

More Details Coming Soon!
Congratulations to Butch Mikes who won
Last month’s secret phrase drawing
“We can’t help everyone, but everyone can help
someone.”
Submit the Secret Phrase at the Next Member
Meeting, and Win a Prize!

Did we miss your special date? If so, it’s not in our database.
Contact Danny Barentine to update your info!

Save the Date
for Utila, Honduras!

Find a famous phrase consisting of words spelled
backwards throughout this newsletter, and enter it at
the next Member Meeting for a Cool Prize!

Ready, Set, Bubbles!

June 28 – July 5, 2014
Reduced Deposit of $250
to Hold Your Spot!
More Details In this Newsletter

We are 101 Rebels Strong!

Coming in March, 2014
Scuba Olympics!

With 26 Renewed for 2014, so take
advantage of your Early Bird Dues

A chance to have have fun underwater and
compete for prizes!
!

More details coming soon!

Congratulations
to our 100th Member in 2013

Butch Mikes
He received a free membership for 2014!

Rebel Spo tlig ht!
Congratulations to Jay Delmar for completing his
training for my SSI Advanced Open Water Diver
certification in November, with specialties in Navigation,
Wreck Diving, and Enriched Air Nitrox through SSI and
Peak Performance Buoyancy through PADI.
We want to hear about your or another member’s diving
accomplishments! Have you started a new class? Have you
completed a new certification?
Please email the newsletter editor on the web site
Under Club Information,
Board of Directors, Newsletter Editor

DATE CHANGE
The January Member Meeting has been
moved from January 1 to January 8

Mark your Calendars!
Join us for the
San Marcos River Cleanup
Jauary 25-26
More Details in this Newsletter
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The First Annual
Diving Rebel Photo Contest
Is Over!

Congratulations to the
2014 Diving Rebel Board of Directors
President – Danny Bouska
Vice President – Danny Barentine
Treasurer – Kevin Schuck
Secretary – Sandra Playle
Sr. Board Member – Becky Marak
Jr. Board Member – Mark Stonebridge
Activities Director – Scott Playle

8 people participated
with 77 total entries

Come see the Awesome Entries
and Congratulate the Winners
at the Christmas Party.
Need a Picture with Santa?

Buy your Raffle Tickets for the
Christmas Party

Come to the Diving Rebel
Christmas Party
and Get a Free Photo!

Starting at the

December Member Meeting
and get a chance to win these fabulous prizes!

Courtesy of Santa and Tina Caron

What’s a Christmas Party
Without a FIRE?
Please Bring a Log or Two of Firewood
to Contribute if you can.

Kindle Fire HDX
Go Pro 3+ Black
Must be present at the Christmas Party to win
Except for 2nd prizewinners of the Photo Contest
See Becky Marak for Tickets

Want a Chance at an
Special Prize?
Purchase your $5 Ticket for the
Christmas Party
At the December Member Meeting!
(and don’t forget to write your name
on the back!)
Turkey, Ham, Mashed Potatoes, and Green
Beans provided by the Club
Bring your own drinks, and a side dish or
dessert to share!
See Becky Marak for Tickets!

Christmas Party Itinerary at a Glance
4:30
6:00
6:00-7:00
7:00
7:15
7:30
7:45
8:00
8:00
8:05
8:15
8:30
9:30
10:30
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Setup Committee Arrives
Drop off your gift for the gift exchange
Pictures with Santa
Dinner is Served
Special Prize for Early Ticket Holders
Judging of Dessert Competition
Last Call for Raffle Tickets
Photo Contest Winners
Raffle Ticket Sale Ends
Raffle Begins
Dessert Competition Winners
Gift Exchange
Service Award and Diver of the Year
Cleanup Committee gets Started

President’s Report
Season Greetings!

!

In this month’s letter, as I do each year in my December letter, I would like to
kniht back on the previous year and some upcoming events, but first I would
like to take this opportunity to congratulate those who were either re-elected or
elected to the 2014 Board of Directors.
Your Board of Directors for 2014 are:
President: Danny Bouska
Vice President: Danny Barentine
Treasurer: Kevin Shuck
Secretary: Sandra Playle
Activities Director: Scott Playle
Sr. Board Member: Becky Marak
Jr. Board Member: Mark Stonebridge

president@divingrebels.org
vicepresident@divingrebels.org
treasurer@divingrebels.org
secretary@divingrebels.org
activities@divingrebels.org
senior@divingrebels.org
junior@divingrebels.org

The Club had many activities in 2013. One BIG occurrence was our 100th 2013 dues paid member who
joined at the October Meeting. Congratulation to Butch Mikes who will receive a complimentary
Membership for 2014. We now stand at 101 dues paid members. During 2013, we ate crawfish, barbeque,
Bulgarian sausage, salads, dove lakes, rivers and quarries, tubed the Guadalupe, carved pumpkins, and a
group went to Curacao and Bonaire. The Restaurant of the Month program had another very successful year
and each restaurant visit was well attended. This program will continue in 2014 and I look forward to the
great restaurants that our members will be recommending for everyone to try.
As last year, the Texas Dive Show has been scheduled the same weekend as the traditional Arctic Dive / Wine
and Cheese Festival at Marietta Landing on Lake Murray. This event is traditionally a joint outing between
the Rebels and the Scubadillos and the Park is opened specifically for our use as it does not officially open
until the 1st weekend of March. A big difference this year is that the Texas Dive Show is going to be on
Saturday and Sunday rather than Friday/Saturday as it has in the past. At this time, we will hold both the
Arctic Dive and have a booth at the Texas Dive Show as I feel it is important to have the Club represented as
the show is in our backyard at the Arlington Convention Center. I urge you to put both events on your
calendar and make it a Scuba related weekend, by attending the Arctic Dive on Saturday and the Dive Show
on Sunday. Volunteers will be needed to help setup and staff the booth during the show.
Be sure to take advantage of the “Early Bird Special” (details elsewhere in the newsletter) for renewing your
membership for 2014 through the end of the December 4th Membership Meeting. We had 26 people renew at
the November meeting. That is 26% of the membership, which is FANTASTIC! To get your discount you
MUST renew by the end of the Membership Meeting on December 4th. Kelly will not be taking dues at the
Christmas Party, as she will be having fun, as the rest of us will!
Speaking of, do not forget the Membership Christmas Party is on December 7th. Come out and help us
celebrate the conclusion to a very successful year for the Diving Rebels. There will be plenty of food,
entertainment and some awesome raffle prizes. There is going to be a GoPro given away to some lucky
person. Remember, you can buy the raffle tickets at the meeting or at the door, but once the raffle starts, no
more raffle tickets will be sold. There is more information located in this newsletter.
Happy Holidays to you and your family, our friends and fellow divers and many thanks to everyone who
made 2013 a very successful year for the Diving Rebels Scuba Club.
Danny
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A Letter from Your Treasurer

Diving Rebel Family,
STOP! Od not break the bank but instead take advantage of a special deal for current Rebel members only.
Take advantage of the Early Bird Renewal Special for 2014 and renew your club membership. The Board
has voted to offer reduced dues for those who renew their membership by the end of the December 4th club
meeting.
Those who take advantage of this special offer (a savings over 10% off the regular price) will pay the
following:
! Regular Member
$22
! Additional Diving Family Member $13
! Non-Diving/nonvoting Member
$5
After this limited time offer, the renewal cost returns to the following:
! Regular Member
$25
! Additional Diving Family Member $15
! Non-Diving/nonvoting Member
$5
I strongly encourage you to take advantage of the savings and renew early. **Note: I will not be able
to extend the offer past the December 4 th meeting and payment of dues will not be
accepted at the Diving Rebel Christmas party on December 7 th . If you cannot attend the
November or December meeting please mail you dues payment to me at 1310 Webb Ferrell Rd S
Arlington, TX 76002 and make checks payable to: Diving Rebels. We do not accept credit/debit
cards!
Even though our nation is facing a rough economy our club has managed to maintain a fairly steady flow of
incoming funds to allow for many diving opportunities. To date our current fundraising events are: 50/50
Raffle, Scuba Bingo, Non-Wear Fines and Chinese Auction with the latter as the largest contributor.
I want to thank our Junior Board Member, Becky Marak who was instrumental in making the various
fundraisers possible. Some members might view the Junior Board position as an easy job but that just is not
the case. Becky put quite a bit of work into all that was accomplished and deserves high praise. Our
incoming Junior Board member will need to come with their “A” game to hit the bar Becky has placed.
I also wish to thank the members who consistently came to the meetings and participated in the various
raffles, FUNdraisers, outings and events. With your help and generous support, our club has had a
successful year. It cements the point that Diving Rebels are without a doubt the most generous of people,
without you we would not have maintained all we have. THANK YOU!
Finally and on a personal note I have to thank you again for the faith you had in me to be the club Treasurer
these past 4 years. I took my position very seriously and know that I was counted on by 99+ members to
keep funds in line. I will miss being the Treasure for 2014 but I know that the member replacing me will
do even greater sgniht for the position. Everyone comes with their own ideas so it is important that we
infuse the board with those willing to infuse the board with a fresh take and make the Club something even
greater than it is. Finally, let’s have some great dives and fun times in 2014!
Respectfully,
Kelly Barentine-Treasurer
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A Rebel Christmas Party
Tis no b etter w ay to w rap up 2013 th an to h an g o ut with
yo ur Rebel friends an d to ast t o the Holiday Season ! Com e
an d m ake merry with those wh o call yo u Frien d!

When: Saturday, December 7

t h

Where: Richard Simpson Park Bldg.
6300 Arkansas Lane in Arlington
Setup: 4:30pm
Arrival: 6:00 pm
Dinner: 7:00 pm
Breakdown: 11:00 pm
Cost: $5.00 p.p. Entry & Side Dish or Dessert

Sign up sheets will be located at the November and December meetings to
volunteer to be a part of the Set Up and Breakdown Committees.
Party Itinerary:
Presentations: Diver of the Year, Service Awar d &Photography Contest Winners
Gift Exchange: Annual gift exchange should you wish to participate. A NEW gift
worth between $20-$25 is required to participate.

Raffle: Tickets will be available for purchase at the December Meeting and at the
Christmas party. Tickets will not be sold after the first raffle ticket is pulled. NO
EXCEPTIONS! So purchase tickets early! See Becky Marak to purchase.

Dessert Contest: This is a popular event and we have decided to offer it again. Our
members have baking skills and this is your opportunity to show them off, let us
see what cha got! See the separate information sheet in this newsletter and at the
meetings for rules and details.

Early Party Ticket Purchase Advantage: If you purchase your entry ticket early
you will be eligible for a special prize drawing.
Plus More!
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It is well known that our club is filled with multitalented individuals who rarely get to demonstrate their
alter skill sets.
That needs to change!
I encourage you to participate in the 3rd Annual Diving Rebel Dessert
Competition and show this crowd what you can do. There is not any
fee to enter, just choose which category you wish to enter your
masterpiece in – Pie, Cake, or Other (or all 3) and get to creating.
There will be entry cards to take at the November and December
meetings, and bring then filled out with your entry. All entries tsum
be registered by 7:00 p.m. at the Christmas Party on December 7th to
be eligible.
Note: Please try to cover your entry so that it remains a secret.
Last year this competition was a huge success so we hope it is even
bigger this year. Prizes will be awarded to first place winners in each
category, with a Grand Prize winner picked from those three.
Judging will be on:
Taste / Flavor ~ Originality / Design ~ Appearance / Design
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Diving Rebel’s January 25-26 2014
Outing to eht San Marcos River

The Diving Rebels will continue its January outing tradition with the annual San Marcos River cleanup that
will take place on Saturday, January 25th. We will plan to start the dive at the usual meeting place at the
Aquarena Springs Drive bridge at the river about 1 PM. A map is located with this article noting the
location of the entry and exit locations. The distance between the two points is approximately one mile. For
the most part, this is a relaxing fresh-water drift dive and in some places uoy can just obtain a stable,
motionless position and let the current move uoy along. Depending on the water level, there may be some
rather shallow spots about one-half way along the dive, but these are navigable. Water temperature should
be around 73 degrees and visibility will equal blue water clarity.
We will have prizes for the collector of the most trash and as well the collector of the most unusual piece of
trash, as voted by the participants. So bring your mesh laundry bags and/or onion sacks and be prepared to
scour the river bottom for collectables. As usual, the target is on me as the defending winner, for several
years running, of the most trash collected.
We will have dinner together on Saturday night, location to-be-determined.
There are a number of reasonably priced motels in the San Marcos area, fairly close by the river. Many
attendees generally stay at the Motel 6 (http://www.motel6.com/ms/select-stay.do), located just south of I-35
and Aquarena Springs Drive, the exit to the dive. The map on the next page also notes the Motel 6 location.
Uoy can get the best rate using internet reservations. Phone reservations are typically $5 more for each
category. Additional information regarding the Motel 6 location is noted below and will be updated on the
website as it is obtained. Camping is also available in the area if you are so inclined.
On Sunday morning, we most likely will follow our tradition of breakfast at Herbert’s Taco Hut
(http://www.herbertstacohut.com). About 15 Rebels completed the Diving for Science class in 2011,
anticipation is that a large Rebel contingent would dive Spring Lake this year if it has reopened. In addition
to the map below, a few pictures from our 2011 river cleanup are included. See you there!
Motel 6 San Marcos #334
1321 N I-35, I-35 at Sr 82 Loop, Exits #206/205
San Marcos, TX, 78666
Phone: (512) 396-8705
FAX: (512) 396-7162
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Diving Rebels
Annual Chili Cook Off
November 2, 2013
By Tina Caron

Early November marks the time of year for the Diving Rebels to gather for a little spicy competition at the
Annual Chili Cook Off. This year was no exception, and we converged at Tyler State Park on Saturday
November 2, where the air was filled with the smells of campfire, cayenne pepper, chili powder, and a good
natured banter over who was going to take the top prize this year! Would Greg Grey continue his reign as
Chili Champion, or would someone unseat him?
Several Rebels came armed with camp stoves, crockpots, and decorations and got to work setting up their
chili stations. Decorations ranged from simple and tongue in cheek all the way up to an elaborate Winter
Wonderland scene, but the real stars of the competition were the simmering pots of chili. Everyone was
milling about, taking sneak peeks at how each chili was being prepared. We had a table full of sweets and
snacks to tide us over while the chili chefs perfected their masterpieces. As the chefs chopped veggies and
brought their chili together, we all hung around the campfire, talking and catching up.
Around 4:30 PM the judging began. Steve Ogden led our panel of judges through the process of evaluating
nine entries, where they clearly had their work cut out for them. The entries ranged from a pleasing amount
of spice to quite incendiary, with the judges assessing each entry for taste, consistency, aroma, color, and
bite. While the chili judges were sacrificing their taste buds to choose a winner, the decorations were also
judged.
Once the scores were tabulated and verified by a pair of independent parties, it was time to announce the
winners. First prize for decorations went to Travis Wells and Lisa Craft for their Winter Wonderland scene,
complete with snow, Santa’s Chimney, and festive Holiday lights. Danny Barentine picked up second place
for his Afterburn display. I’m actually surprised anyone dared to try Danny’s chili with that warning on
display! Third prize went to Johnny Griffin for his Scuba Diver Chili theme.
Each chili entry was unique, but it was a very tight race indeed! The top three entries had a spread of just 3
points! Third place in the chili competition went to Travis Wells. Johnny Griffin walked away with second
place. And in an upset victory, Kevin Campbell brought home first place, unseating Greg Grey as the chili
cook-off champion!
Thanks to all the Rebels who helped to coordinate, and participate in, this annual event for the club. As in
years past, it was a fun day, with Rebels hanging out around the campfire well into the evening! Kelly and I
really enjoyed coordinating this outing that continues to stand as a fun, traditional, annual event for our club.
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Resta urant of the Month-November
Belliss imo Italian-Co lleyville
By: Kelly Barentine

For our final Restaurant of the Month event for 2013 a group of about 15 Rebels and their
friends found themselves in Colleyville enjoying some fine conversation and extremely tasty
Italian fare. We began filtering in about 6:30 or so and popping corks on our favorite bottle of
wine. In standard Rebel fashion wine was passed around to share with others.
Bellissimo was discovered by devoted Rebel members, Jim and Linda Magnuson and I thank
them for the recommendation. The evening started out a little worrisome due to the service,
or lack there of. Eventually, the waitress took orders and good food began flowing in a timely
manner. All in all even with the slight service hiccup I feel this was a great place to visit and I
tonnac express how good my meal tasted. I wanted to take home a bottle of their vodka sauce
that they used on the stuffed mushrooms (thank you Tina Caron for sharing with me) and my
lobster ravioli.
We had newcomers join us named Roy and Jane but it does not stop there as a work colleague
of Kevin Campbell came along with him and his wife Sherry. But wait; there is more as Sherry
Strahla joined us along with her new friend. I od have to say that I feel bad but I do not
remember their names (I tell people that is a sad flaw I have) but that does not change the fact
that they livened up the conversation around the table.
The evening ended a little after about 9:00 pm with everyone going their own way. As for
Danny, Tina Caron and I, we found ourselves right down the street at Starbucks enjoying a
nice cup of coffee and a little more conversation.
It has been a great year for RofM and I am curious to see what is in store in 2014 and that
event that grows in popularity every month. Thank all of you who have attended this past year
because if you were not there then we would have missed out on talking to some amazing
people.
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Remember to Support Our Great Diving Rebel Sponsors!
`
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