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President’s Report
Welcome to September Everyone!
With all the heat we continue to endure on a daily basis, it’s hard to believe that it’s back to school
time for not only our kids, and grandkids, but also some of our members. I hope everyone has a very
successful and productive school year whether it is at the elementary, intermediate, secondary or
collegiate level.
Though school has started there are still a lot of diving opportunities and events ahead for members
and guests thru the remainder of the year. As you read this newsletter, Connie Mitchell is
coordinating a large contingent of members at South Padre Island diving the Texas Clipper and Little
Sara. With the September outing being so early, there is a double diving treat for the month with
John Richerson coordinating an outing to Windy Point on Lake Travis later in the month. October
brings cooler weather and of course all those ghost and goblins and with that comes the Underwater
Pumpkin Carving Contest at the Blue Lagoon. The year comes to a conclusion with a couple of nondiving events in the November Chili Cook Off and the Annual Christmas Party in December.
The Board has not only been hard at work on this year’s events but also on initial planning and
securing of reservations for events in 2012. Dates have been set for the San Marcos River Dive in
January, the Arctic Dive / Wine and Cheese Festival in February and the Tyler State Park outing in
April. Check out the calendar on the website for the exact dates and start filling your calendar!
Please remember that September is the month of our infamous Chinese Auction. I hear members
discussing what might be up for bid and what they may bring, so bring something for the auction, and
join in the bidding and the excitement at Humperdink’s on September 7th!
Let’s have a huge crowd at our September Membership Meeting!
Danny

A Rebel Welcome to New Members
Joining in August 2011
Welcome Back to Sharon & Richard Mann
Welcome to New Members
Melvin Boyd - PADI Master Diver
Taylor Boyd - Non-Diving Member
Sarah Seal - SSI

Please give a Rebel Welcome to our newest members!
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WINDY POINT PARK, LAKE TRAVIS
SEPTEMBER 24-25, 2011
By John Richerson, Coordinator

Please join us!
The Diving Rebels are going to Lake Travis!
This will be a multiple day event. Please plan on camping Friday night and Saturday night.
We will be camping at Windy Point on Lake Travis. Windy Point is a private scuba park.
Please plan on paying an admission fee and overnight charges.
We will be diving with Lake Travis Scuba. Lake Travis Scuba is a dive boat operation on Lake
Travis!!! Lake Travis Scuba utilizes a pontoon boat, the Giant Stride, specially outfitted to
accommodate scuba divers! Lake Travis Scuba conducts this diving operation in the spirit of all
of those wonderful diving operations on Cozumel that we love!!! What a blast! It is almost a
little piece of Cozumel right in the middle of Texas! Amost. Hey! Use your imagination.
We will be diving on the Giant Stride for 2 days, which is Saturday morning and Sunday
morning. The boat operator runs a convenience shuttle from the entrance of Windy Point park to
the boat anchorage on the lake. The shuttle leaves at 8am sharp so be there early. Cost: $45 per
diver head or $315 per boat to make it a private boat for us.
John, your fearless trip leader, suggests that you pack your gear as if you are diving off a boat
operation in Cozumel. Bring your boat bag, all of your gear, BCD, etc. In this particular
instance though, we will need to bring our own lead weights and own air tanks. If you don’t own
air tanks, speak up now. You will need two air tanks and the requisite lead weights.
The boat returns to Windy Point at approximately 12:30pm each day. From there, we will camp,
laugh, have fun and lounge around under the shade trees of Windy Point. OR, we could take a
zip line tour along the shores of Lake Travis! Visit www.ziplaketravis.com for details. Another
adventure could include parasailing over the beautiful waters of Lake Travis. Let me know if
you are interested.
Rock on! Let’s go diving!
For directions, admission fees, etc. please see the Windy Point Park website at
windypointpark.com or call 512-266-3337.
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DIVERS ALERT NETWORK – GEAR INSURANCE
By Rita Simpson, Secretary
When I left Roatan this past May at the end of vacation, everything was fine. I got home, and
like most of us in the Diving Rebels, promptly started the process of soaking my gear prior to
storing it. As I removed each item from the tub for drying I briefly gave a visual inspection to
make sure there aren’t any parts missing.
But wait! What’s this? My camera housing has water INSIDE of it? Yes, it is securely closed
and latched. I opened the housing, dumped the water and dried the inside, then confirmed that
the O-ring was still in place and hadn’t warped. Okay, now it’s test time. I closed the housing
again and soaked it again, maybe 30 minutes instead of an hour or so. Yep, water inside
AGAIN. Not much this time, but enough to know there’s a leak somewhere. I found a slight
crack in one corner but it didn’t seem to be all the way through the case, not enough so to allow
water in.
Jim called Ikelite and ordered a new O-ring, suspicious that the current one has just lost its
efficiency. O-ring arrived, promptly installed, and now we’re ready for another test. No!
Really? The housing is STILL taking on water?
A quick phone call to DAN and a claim was filed on my gear insurance. The claims rep was
extremely courteous and knowledgeable, and told me what documents I need to provide for
processing. It was so easy! Two days after providing what they requested, I had a check in
hand, payable to me. The check was for slightly more than what the replacement camera cost, as
it was based on the original value of the previous camera system (the amount I had insured it
for).
The “Gear Insurance” through DAN was definitely a boon for me. If you don’t have it, you
should at least check it out. Replacing just about any component of your dive gear isn’t cheap!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR A YEAR OF DIVING AND FUN!
Sept 7
Sept 24-25
Oct 22-23
Nov 12
Dec 10

Jan 28
Feb 25
April 13
June 9

Membership Meeting AND Chinese Auction
Lake Travis-Windy Point, John Richerson
Blue Lagoon-Underwater Pumpkin Carving,
Danny Bouska
Chili Cook Off
Christmas Party, Lake Arlington Rec Room
PLAN AHEAD: LOOKING FORWARD TO 2012!
San Marcos River Clean Up
Wine and Cheese Party, Lake Murray OK
Tyler State Park
South Pacific Islands of FIJI
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What is the CHINESE AUCTION?
September 7, 2011
By Danny Bouska, President
Well it’s time for the circus to come to town! By that it means the annual Diving
Rebels Chinese Auction. This is not only the biggest Rebels fundraiser but also
one of the most entertaining monthly meetings.
The way this works is that we have a live auction for donated gifts. What makes it special is that
the items being auctioned are wrapped and unknown to the audience. What is being auctioned
might be a dive computer, an old wet suit, spare fins, boxes of Girl scout cookies or just about
anything else. After you win an item by high bid, you have the choice of either keeping the item,
or forcing a trade for whatever item was won before yours. The kicker is that you have to decide
to trade or not to trade before you unwrap your item. The previous bid winner may have won the
bid for a dive knife that you want. So you trade off your wrapped item for the dive knife not
knowing what you traded away. This means that you at least get the dive knife, but what did you
give up for it???? Maybe it is an old smelly wet suit; maybe it is a new dive computer. As trades
can only go back to one previous round, the bid winner before you will unwrap whatever you
swapped him. He cannot have it taken away nor can he force a swap for any other previously
auctioned items.
Your item, whether you swap or not, may be taken from you by the next winning bidder. You
also must unwrap and disclose you item to the group. If all of this does not make sense, don’t
worry it will be explained again at the meeting.
What we ask you to bring is some item of a minimum $10 value which will be usable by the
winner. It should be wrapped in a nondescript wrapping, newspaper or paper bags are quite
acceptable. Think about things you can talk your employer into donating, things you got two of
for Christmas. How many people really need two paper shredders, twelve boxes of thin mint
cookies or three electric cheese straighteners?
If you want to win a bid bring some $$$$, as the competition sometimes becomes quite fierce,
and the banter hilarious and the items worth the effort.

9/3 - Steven Buchert
9/5 - Jill Bouska
9/5 - Alan Redman
9/6 - Hendrik Gesink

BIRTHDAYS
9/15 - Etson Barentine
9/18 - Brittany Meagher
9/19 - Jonathan Bowman

ANNIVERSARIES
9/1 - Paula & Nick Boyett
9/6 - Sherry Hammond & Kevin Campbell
Did we miss your special date? Contact Mark Estill to update your info!
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MAY 2011 OUTING – BALMORHEA STATE PARK
A group of 13 intrepid Rebels (12 divers) journeyed to the West Texas high desert for the May
outing over Memorial Day weekend. The destination was Balmorhea State Park, about 35 miles
southwest of Pecos. Sherry Strahla, John Cregger and I (Oggie) carpooled together and were the
first to arrive at the campground about 4 PM on Friday. Most of the crew arrived throughout the
remainder of the afternoon and evening. After an initial bit of confusion about the three camp
sites to which we were assigned, we ended up getting the three sites we wanted. Subsequent to
setting up camp, Sherry, John and I sojourned to the “cutest” restaurant in Balmorhea: La Cueva
de Oso – The Bear Den, a very nice Mexican restaurant (see pictures below).
We were welcomed on our first morning at the park with a spectacular sunrise, as noted in the
pictures below. As the park is an oasis in the desert, it represents a habitat for a wide variety of
plant and animal life, especially bird life. The park displays the classic ecological condition
known as the “edge effect.” This condition occurs at the border or “edge” where rather different
habitats meet, in this case, the high desert and the somewhat wooded and watered habitat of the
park. The wildlife diversity is significantly higher in the “edge” than would occur in either of the
habitats separately. As lifelong “birder”, for the five times I have been to Balmorhea, it has
always been a special treat to be able to see a variety of birds that one would not ordinarily
expect in a such a small area, ranging from the vermillion flycatcher to the summer tanager to the
white-winged dove. On this trip, I was joined by fellow Rebel birders Roger and Terry Lee.
During the two plus days there, collectively, we observed about 25 bird species, topped off by
the fledgling great horned owl that was a resident in one of the cottonwood trees near the
swimming pool.
By mid-Saturday morning, Johnny, Connie and Ray had arrived giving us our full complement
of participants. As our resident gourmet chef, Ray did a little shopping that morning in Pecos to
ensure that we had fresh fixins for our meals for the next two nights. We are currently suffering
through an extended heat wave in the DFW area, but this somewhat pales compared to the three
days of heat we had in Balmorhea. Each day was at least 108oF, with Sunday, I believe, topping
out at 111oF – but hey, it was a dry heat. So we were thankful for the water, as well as the fact
that it cooled of very nice during the night due to the very dry desert air, such that for the first
two nights, I actually had to pull on my sheet to cover up. Consequently, that first morning, as
soon as we all got geared up, we headed to the pool to get wet and cool off. We were able to
snag a nice, somewhat shaded location close to the pool that served as our change and gear
staging area.
As it had been three years since my last visit to Balmorhea, it was nice to get below the surface.
This was particularly true due to the number of visitors to the park this year. In my five trips
there, I have never seen the number of visitors as there were this year. The vehicle overflow
parking was such that day visitors filled up the overflow parking areas and even parked along the
roads of the campground area. We even had to chase one car out of the driveway of one of our
campsites as it was blocking our vehicles. But we Rebel divers virtually had the underwater
environs to ourselves. There were a couple of other smaller dive groups there, including one
from Austin, but at most, I don’t think there was ever more than 20 divers in the water – in great
contrast to the extremely crowded surface conditions. After touring around the pool bottom, a
number of us spent a fair bit of time playing underwater Frisbee as well as torpedo catch. As is
typical at Balmorhea, we had great vis – in the 75 to 100-foot range.
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A special note: Connie Mitchell had just recently become certified and her dives at Balmorhea
served as her first official dives, so we welcomed her to the diving fraternity. She did great
underwater and had a wonderful time.
Saturday evening, most of us headed off for the McDonald Observatory on Mt. Locke, about an
hour drive southwest of the park, to participate in the observatory’s famous Star Party. We
arrived at the observatory in time for the Twilight Program that preceded the Star Party and most
of us decided to also include that in our itinerary for the evening. During the Twilight Program,
we were provided an interesting explanation of the Zodiac (nothing really to do with Astrology
in this context) and were surprised to learn that there are actually 13 signs of the Zodiac and not
just 12 – pretty much throws a giant monkey wrench into all those astrological scenarios. Once
twilight faded and the evening darkness settled, we were treated to a fascinating lesson on the
names and positions of various heavenly bodies (those not of the terrestrial variety, but of the
celestial order). We learned various heuristics to enable us to identify and visually move from
one skyward location to another such as “arc to Arcturus” – although I’ve pretty much forgotten
the rest.
The sky conditions for this particular Star Party were the best I have experienced in my five
times at the observatory. The sky was completely clear and free of clouds and there was no
moon to outshine the stars and planets that were now clearly visible. The “star” of the show, as it
was three years ago, was the planet Saturn, which was actually visible with the naked eye. Of
the nine or 10 smaller telescopes present and set up for our viewing pleasure, three were focused
on Saturn. Through these, one could clearly see the planet, its rings and four of Saturn’s moons,
including Titan, the largest – all way cool. After we had waited in lines ranging from about two
to 15 minutes for viewing through the telescopes, we headed back to the park, basking in and
thoroughly pleased with our new-found knowledge and experience with this far-away component
of the cosmos.
Our Sunday dives fulfilled the promise and expectation of what many of us had travelled so far
to experience – that of the underwater checkers tournament (?). We used a metal checkerboard
that I believe Steve Herman created for use when we were there in 2005, supported by legs that
Danny Barentine fashioned from metal conduit pieces and using washers that I had spray painted
red and black as checkers. Seven of us participated in the single elimination tournament. In
addition to capturing all your opponent’s checkers, you also had to maintain sufficient neutral
buoyancy that you avoided either floating to the surface or sinking to and touching the bottom.
In the end, the championship match came down to a fierce competition between Danny
Barentine and me, and I managed to prevail. Whether I was truly to best checker’s player is up
for debate as John Cregger, who I handily dispatched in a semi-final match, requested an
unofficial post-tournament game and this time it was I who bit the dust. Anyway, the
tournament was great fun and a test of our underwater skills.
I even did a bit of underwater recovery as in exploring the area just under the high dive board, I
observed several pairs of sunglasses on the bottom and one that had fallen into a grated area even
deeper. I was able to recover three pair of sunglasses, all of which were in good condition.
Connie Mitchell took one pair and I am using another pair as my daily sunglasses now.
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As usual, the Rebels ate very well during the outing. A great big thanks for the meal
coordinators for their efforts in achieving our delicious gustatorial experiences during the outing.
Kelly and Danny prepared a wonderful breakfast for us each morning and Ray shared his
gastronomical talents in creating delicious dinners. Lunches of a hearty fare were provided by
Tina and me.
Our last dive consisted of a night dive on Sunday where we had the pool to ourselves, which was
a nice alternative to our prior dives during the weekend. It was a very relaxing and peaceful way
to spend our final dive at the park and a fitting way to say good-bye until we get back to
Balmorhea State Park another time.
A special thanks is given both to Danny Barentine for pulling the gear and equipment trailer all
the way out there and to Rebel member Greg Hensley for generously allowing us to use his
trailer. Various pictures of the outing follow.
Steve (Oggie) Ogden

La Cueva de Oso

Interior of The Bear Den

Sherry and John relaxing in the
courtyard of The Bear Den

Sunrise about 6:45 AM

Sunrise about 6:45 AM

Sunrise about 6:45 AM
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Sunrise about 7:00 AM

Sunrise about 7:00 AM

Pretty flowers along trail

One of the park canals

Catfish in a park canal

Davis Mts. behind park pond

Restored cienega (spring-fed wetland
area) created in 1990s to replace habitat
removed during pool construction in
1930s

Another view of the cienega

Barn swallow resting on a clothes rack
outside motel room

Barn swallow with nest-building
material

Fledgling Great Horned Owl

Rebel campsite
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Another Rebel campsite

Central Rebel camp and cook site

Rebels relaxing at central camp site

Rebels preparing to dive

Kelly and Danny undergoing dive prep

Small telescope housing units at
MacDonald observatory that were used
during the Star Party

Flowers at MacDonald Observatory

Large research telescope housing
structures at MacDonald Observatory

Sunset at MacDonald Observatory

Editor’s Note: We’ll have a little fun at the next meeting to see if anyone is
actually reading the newsletters. Read! Read! Read!
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AUGUST OUTING – BLUE LAGOON
By: Kelly Barentine,Treasurer
If I could sum up the Blue Lagoon outing that I coordinated in August with one word, that word would be-RELAXING! Now I know that you all would not let me get away with that so I will expand on my previous
comment and give you some details.
We had about 25 members attend the outing and they began arriving early in the morning at Blue Lagoon in
Huntsville starting with the Jim and Rita Simpson as it was their duty to cook breakfast. They did not
disappoint with some awesome breakfast tacos and an array of extras to enhance the taco along with some
great smelling coffee.
Everyone staked out their particular spot to set up gear and get into the water which I might add was a
beautiful blue and very inviting. The air temperature got up to over 100 degrees but every now and then a
nice gust of wind would blow and the clouds would block the sun just enough to give a small break.
The diving was nice with the water temperature at about 91 degrees and a slight thermocline of about 85-86
when you got about 10’ below water and visibility at about 10-11’. Even though there was not a great
distance in visibility it was still a nice dive compared to other dive lakes where the green tinged water makes
for a darker dive compared to the blue color.
There were small fish on the bottom and each person had their own name for them but to me the contour of
the bottom was the most interesting. It was rather fascinating to come upon a wall out of nowhere and
navigate up and over or around it, which turned out to be a test of skill at times.
Speaking of navigation we did have a contest for those who wished to participate. There were an estimated
4-5 buddy teams who had to go to specific coordinates within the lake and write down phrases from the
markers and get back in a shorter amount of time than the other buddy teams. Danny Bouska (our President)
was instrumental in setting up the course, monitoring the contest and coming up with the winning phrase,
“Diving Rebels August 20th outing was a lot of fun.” As it turns out the buddy team of Susan Banda &
Sandra Playle are the better navigators winning the contest. Each was given a $10 gift certificate donated by
Arlington Scuba Center.
For lunch our illustrious President did not disappoint with the makings for deli sandwiches along with all the
tasty condiments and chips as well. Everybody left for the afternoon dive with their hunger satisfied. We
also have to give kudos to our long distance members Nick and Paula Boyette for bringing some mini ice
creams as a treat for after lunch. They were a HUGE hit and the flavors were awesome!
The diving was done at your own pace with people just coming together and going into the water as they felt
like it. The pace was very laid back. Whether you did 1 dive or 5 you were not in any big hurry which left
plenty of room for everyone to get to know each other as we had a couple of visitors and new members
joining us at the outing. We had William from the Scubadillos and Boriana from Meetup join us and of
course new members Travis and Kevin as well. It was great to finally meet Nick and Paula as they have
been members of the club for quite a while but since they live in Baytown, TX we don’t get to see them
often enough.
The evening came upon us too soon but it did bring a great meal prepared by Danny Barentine. He served
us some smoked brisket, pasta salad, ranch beans and a variety of condiments. It was followed up by some
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cookies, cake and great conversations. The best part was everyone shared what they had with their fellow
divers.
At the wrap of the evening we left Kevin and Boriana to camp at Blue Lagoon while the rest of us who did
not want to brave the heat, went to our perspective hotels (or homes). Unfortunately due to automotive
difficulties Johnny Griffin and his fiancée Connie had to camp with Kevin and Boriana but I was told they
had a great time and were able to get safely on their way home the next day. Fortunately I left plenty of
breakfast items for them all to eat that morning.
All in all the outing was RELAXING as I mentioned before. If you didn’t get to come for some reason I am
sorry about that but fortunately there are still many opportunities to dive with the Rebels in the 2011 dive
season. I suggest you come with us to South Padre or Lake Travis in September; you will have the time of
your life.
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Navigation Contest Winners-Susan Banda & Sandra Playle

Diving Rebels August 2011 Blue Lagoon Outing
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Ordinary Members-Extraordinary Experiences
Becky Marak
By: Kelly Barentine,Treasurer
By her own admission Becky Marak is an outgoing person who is trusting to a fault. She was born and
raised in the Houston area until her career brought her to the DFW area in 1999.
Becky’s desire to dive began back in middle school when she and her sisters took lessons from a family
friend. Unfortunately, they didn’t complete the training, but it did plant the seed in the back of her mind and
it was not until 2002 while on a trip to Cozumel that the seed started to grow again. She had been snorkeling
the amazing clear blue waters and happened to look down at a beautiful patch of sand and coral that was
fairly glowing in the sun and to her it was breath-taking. It was at that moment she made her mind up that
she had to get healthier and swim down among all that beauty, to see it up close. As sometimes happens, life
gets in the way and but she would make sure she learned how to scuba dive before her 40th birthday.
Becky finally realized her dream in March of 2009 by getting her Open Water certification. It did not take
her long to know that she wanted to go further with her training and achieved her Advanced certification that
following June. At some point she plans to get her Rescue certification but for now she is content with
working on her skills at various lakes to get ready for her blue water dives.
As most of us who dive are captivated by the feeling of freedom that diving gives us, Becky is no different.
She loves how she can maneuver through the water and can go just about anywhere. While she is excited
about all creatures large and small, it is her fervent hope to see a shark; she is passionate about viewing
sharks in their natural habitat.
What has been the most exciting for her so far was her first shark sighting in Cozumel when she and another
diver spotted a nurse shark in the distance and both took off after it. Later, in 2010 in Turks & Caicos, she
almost got herself in trouble - not by the shark but by her dive master for almost going too deep on her
second dive while trying to get a picture. She was excited about her sighting but realized that it is not worth
the risk so she is more careful now to avoid the lure of the shark. She wants to see various species of sharks
but to see a whale shark up close is at the top of her list.
Every diver has a frightening experience or two and of course with experience comes better opportunities for
your skills to be tested, Becky is no exception. One of her tense experiences included drift diving in
Cozumel. She found it a challenge to learn how to handle the swift current at the dive site, not getting too
far ahead of the group, knowing how to get behind the reef formations to get out of the current, all the while
maintaining proper buoyancy. She also experienced a rather nervous moment in the Turks & Caicos when
she was attempting to get to the anchor line as directed but grew concerned about running low on air. That
is why when she dives she focuses on her breathing, as she does not like being the first one top side or
missing out on that sighting that everyone is talking about back on board the boat because she used up all her
air.
With frightening experiences there are also memorable ones, the ones that keep you diving, that keep you
dreaming. For Becky her most memorable is again diving in Cozumel. She loves the swim through caves
and on her very first dive, she looked up, seeing the ripples on the surface and realized that she was at 90
feet and was having the time of her life!
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The best way to keep diving is to get involved with other divers and that is why she sought out a club to join.
Becky learned about the Diving Rebels from her friend and fellow club member Susan Banda. She decided
to join the Rebels at their annual San Marcos River Clean Up in January of 2011 and was hooked. She
joined the club that following month in February and has been an active and visible member ever since. She
loves the camaraderie and the sharing of the stories that occur in the club whether at a meeting or an outing.
It is interesting to note that as Becky likes reading and movies, she has found other members with the same
interests as well.
Friendship is part of what a club is all about, to bring people together who have the same love of a particular
event and then turn them into lasting friendships that meld into other areas of their lives. We have a club
that is 95+ members strong and with that comes a fascinating diversity of people and Becky Marak being
one of them. I encourage you to come up to Becky in a meeting or at an outing and get to know her; she will
be a great asset to your network of friendships.
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